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Introduction

Leaders come and go and so it is with the leaders of the Equatoria South Sudanese 
Community Association in the United States of America. It is our hope that leaders 
of ESSCA-USA are remembered for the good things they have done in providing 
direction and uplifting the Equatorian community in one way or another during 
their tenure of office. Shakespearian literature however reminds us that, “the evil 
that men do lives after them, the good is oft interred with their bones.”20 And so, 
it depends on who writes the history. As a disclaimer, this  chapter is written to 
acknowledge the good men and women of Equatoria who stepped up to provide 
leadership to ESSCA-USA from the time of its official launching in 2003 to 2020 
rather than provide an assessment on the performance of the leaders or their 
period of administration. Similarly, those who contributed to the formative years 
of the organization from 1995 to 2003, in as much as it can be ascertained from the 
data available, were acknowledged in Chapter One of this publication. 

ESSCA-USA, 2003 - 2005

Technically, the first leaders of ESSCA-USA were elected to office at the third 
Midwest Equatorian conference held in Kansas City, Missouri on August 30-31, 
2003 (on record as third ESSCA-USA conference rather than the first conference 
in order to accommodate the historic first Midwest Equatoria Conference held in 
Omaha Nebraska on June 22, 2002 and the second Midwest Equatoria Conference 
held in Minneapolis, Minnesota on August 31, 2002). The Kansas City, Missouri 
conference elevated the Equatorian Community organization from the level of 
the Midwest to a national level, thus the birth of ESSCA-USA or ESCA-USA. 
The Executive Office and Board of Directors elected at the time was designated 
as interim leadership of the community association to serve for a period of two 
years, but in reality, the de facto first Executive Office and Board of Directors of 
ESSCA-USA consisting of the following:

20  Quote from “Julius Caesar”, a play by William Shakespeare, 1959.
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ESSCA-USA Leadership

From L to R: Lawrence B. Mogga, Chair of the Bord of directors; Ray Russell, Friend of Sudan; Martin    Lo-
Matayo, community member; Hakim Lado, Secretary General; Lucy Lomodong, Secretary of Information, 
and Agnes Hassan Olwar, Secretary of Women Affairs in San Diego, CA, 2004.

From L to R: Scopas Kenyi, Member, Board of Directors; John Duku, Deputy Chair, Board of Directors; Ladu 
Gubek, Vice President; Lawrence B. Mogga, Chair, board of Directors; and a community member; in San 
Diego, CA, 2004.
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ESSCA-USA Leadership

Board of Directors
1.	 Mr. Lawrence Becu, Chairman
2.	 Mr. John Lodu, Deputy Chairman
3.	 Mr. Kawunda J. Mogga, Secretary General
4.	 Mr. Scopas Kenyi, member

Executive Officers
1.	 Mr. George Oromo, President21

2.	 Mr. Ladu Gubek, Vice President
3.	 Mr. Hakim Lado, Secretary General
4.	 Mr. Daniel Lolik, Secretary for Information
5.	 Ms. Agnes Hassan  Olwar, Secretary for Education and Women Affairs
6.	 Mr. James Okwaramoi, Treasurer

ESSCA-USA, 2005-2007

The second election of ESSCA-USA national leaders took place at the fifth 
Conference of ESSCA on September 3-4, 2005 in Nashville, Tennessee. The leaders 
elected were as follows: 
Board of Directors

1.	 Mr. Benaiah Duku, Chairman
2.	 Mr. Seme Lanzuma Enoka, Vice Chairman
3.	 Dr. Dedi Lubari Ramba, Secretary
4.	 Mr. Alex Markizo, Member
5.	 Mr. Benjamin Okuka, Member

Executive Officers
1.	 Mr. Martin Abucha, President
2.	 Mr. Alison Mazinda, Vice President
3.	 Mr. John Atilio, Secretary General
4.	 Mr. Alex Apaiyo, Deputy Secretary General

21  The President resigned before completing his term of office and the Vice President, Ladu        
Gubek took over as Acting President.
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ESSCA-USA Leadership

5.	 Mr. Sano Masua, Treasurer
6.	 Mr. Jobickson Modi, Deputy Treasurer
7.	 Ms. Rose Oduho, Secretary for Education, Youth and Women Affairs
8.	 Ms. Micklina Iboi Kenyi, Assistant Secretary for Education, Youth and 

Women Affairs
9.	 Mr. Noel L. Barnaba, Secretary for Information
10.	Mr. Lazarus Prospero, Assistant Secretary for Information

ESSCA-USA, 2007 - 2009

The third election of ESSCA-USA leaders took place at the seventh ESSCA-USA 
conference held on September 1-2, 2007 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. On the 
second day of this conference, a vote was taken to amend the constitution so that 
the general assembly elect only the President and Vice President, and the Chair 
and Vice Chair of the Board. The rest of the executive officers and members of the 
board of directors are to be appointed by the President and Chair of the Board of 
Directors, respectively. For the period of September 2007 to September 2009, the 
elected and appointed leaders of ESSCA-USA were as follows:
Board of Directors

1.	 Mr. Paulino Paida, Chairman 
2.	 Ms. Rose Oduho, Vice Chairperson
3.	 Mr. Edward Zowe, Secretary
4.	 Mr. Oliver Tunda, Member
5.	 Mr. Lawrence Becu Mogga, Member
6.	 Mr. Oliver Kenyi, Member

Executive Officers
1.	 Mr. Hakim Lado, President22

2.	 Ms. Micklina Iboi Kenyi, Vice President  
3.	 Mr. Martin Lomatayo, Secretary General
4.	 Ms. Diana Okwir, Deputy Secretary General

22  The President did not complete his term of office and the Vice President, Micklina Iboi Kenyi 
took over as Acting President.
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ESSCA-USA Leadership

5.	 Mr. Jobickson Modi, Secretary of Finance
6.	 Ms. Liza Mulla, Deputy Secretary of Finance
7.	 Mr. Lu’bakare Matayo, Secretary of Information
8.	 Mr. Boutros Apollo, Deputy Secretary of Information
9.	 Ms. Agnes Hilary, Secretary of Youth and Gender Affairs
10.	Ms. Sunday Abandio, Deputy Secretary of Youth and Gender Affairs

ESSCA-USA, 2009 - 2011

The fourth election of ESSCA-USA President and Chair of Board of Directors 
and their deputies was at the 9th ESSCA-USA Annual General Assembly 
and Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah on September 5-6, 2009. The elected 
and appointed leaders of ESSCA-USA for the period from September 2009 to 
September 2011 were as follows:

From L to R: Geoffrey Tadeo; Quintino Lado Lolik; and Mary Wani, Secretary of Women Affairs, ESS-
CA-South Dakota, in Omaha, NE, 2002.
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ESSCA-USA Leadership

Board of Directors
1.	 Mr. Seme Lanzuma Enoka, Chairman
2.	 Mr. Oliver Tunda, Member
3.	 Mr. Robert Simbe, Member

Executive Officers
1.	 Mr. Edward Zowe, President23

2.	 Ms. Jane Abucha, Vice President
3.	 Mr. John Omunu, Secretary General
4.	 Mr. Joseph Oyee, Secretary of Finance
5.	 Mr. Jobickson Modi, Deputy Secretary of Finance

ESSCA USA, 2011 - 2014

The election of the fifth set of ESSCA-USA leaders took place at the eleventh 
ESSCA-USA Annual conference in Denver, Colorado on September 3 - 4, 2011. 
The constitution and bylaws were amended in 2012 and the term of office of the 
Executive Organ and Board of Directors was extended from 2 to 3 years. The 
elected and appointed leaders of ESSCA-USA for the period from September 
2011 to September 2014 were as follows:

Board of Directors

1.	 Mr. Jobickson Modi, Chairman
2.	 Mr. Sylvester Bakhiet, Member 
3.	 Mr. Andrew Henry, Member 
4.	 Mr. Lawrence Becu Mogga, Member 
5.	 Mr. Oliver Tunda, Member 

Executive Officers

1.	 Mr. Kwaje Lasu, President
2.	 Ms. Agnes Olwar, Vice President
3.	 Mr. Benjamin Okuka, Secretary General

23  The President resigned and the Vice President, Jane Abucha took over as Acting President.
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ESSCA-USA Leadership

4.	 Mr. Oreste Todo Kenyi, Treasurer24

5.	 Ms. Josephine Labib, Assistant Treasurer 
6.	 Dr. Jane Kani Edward, Secretary for Women & Youth Affairs
7.	 Mr. Elonai Masungu, Secretary for Information 
8.	 Mr. Emile Bassiouni, Advisor to President

ESSCA-USA, 2014 - 2017

The fourteenth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference was held in Des Moines Iowa on 
August 30-31, 2014. During this conference, the Sixth set of ESSCA-USA leaders 
was elected for the period from September 2014 to September 2017., The elected 
and appointed members of the Executive Office and Board of Directors were as 
follows:

Board of Directors

1.	 Mr. Jobickson Modi, Chairman
2.	 Mr. Lawrence Becu Mogga, Vice Chairman
3.	 Mr. Oliver Tunda, Secretary
4.	 Ms. Rebecca Paida, Member
5.	 Mr. Sylvester Bakhiet, Member
6.	 Mr. Andrew Woja Henry, Member
7.	 Mr. Dominic Oduho, Member
8.	 Mr. Peter Abure, Member

Executive Officers
1.	 Mr. Kwaje Lasu, President25

2.	 Ms. Agnes Olwar, Vice President
3.	 Mr. Benjamin Okuka, Secretary General
4.	 Ms. Neema Tombe, Deputy Secretary General
5.	 Ms. Josephine Labib, Treasurer

24  Oreste Todo Kenyi resigned and Josephine Labib assumed the position of Treasurer.
25  The President resigned and Dr. Jane Kani Edward took over as acting President when the Vice 
President declined to assume the office of the President.
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ESSCA-USA Leadership

6.	 Dr. Jane Kani Edward, Secretary for Women Affairs
7.	 Mr. Nelson Ungang, Secretary for Youth Affairs26

8.	 Ms. Agnes Silvestro, Assistant Secretary for Youth Affairs
9.	 Mr. Elonai Masungu, Secretary of Information 
10.	Mr. Frank Bakhiet, IT Consultant 
11.	Mr. Emile Bassiouni, Advisor to President

ESSCA-USA, 2017 - 2019

The seventh ESSCA-USA leadership elections took place at seventeenth Annual 
Conference on September 2, 2017 in Atlanta, Georgia. During this Annual General 
Assembly and Conference, the term of the Executive Office and Board of Directors 
was reduced from three (3) years to two (2) years. For the period of office from 
September 2017 to September 2019, the elected and appointed leaders of ESSCA-
USA were as follows: 

Board of Directors
1.	 Mr. Jimmy Ociti Otira, Chairman
2.	 Ms. Liza Mulla, Deputy Chairman
3.	 Mr. Oliver Tunda, Secretary General
4.	 Mr. Emmanuel Duku, Fundraising and Deputy Secretary General
5.	 Mr. David B. Ajo, Secretary of Finance
6.	 Mr. George Oyoo, Secretary for Cultural Affairs
7.	 Mr. Lumori Delokwen, Secretary for Humanitarian Affairs

Executive Officers

1.	 Dr. Jane Kani Edward, President
2.	 Mr. Emmanuel Walla, Vice President
3.	 Mr. Oliver Tunda, Presidential Advisor
4.	 Mr. Daniel Alexander, Secretary General
5.	 Ms. Josephine Labib, Treasurer
6.	 Mr. Richard Odera, Deputy Treasurer

26  Nelson Ungang’s deserted his position as Secretary of Youth Affairs and was replaced by
 Agnes Silvestro.
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ESSCA-USA Leadership

7.	 Ms. Esterina Nako Bilal, Secretary for Women Affairs
8.	 Ms. Lucy Lako, Assistant Secretary for Women Affairs
9.	 Ms. Falabia Edward, Secretary for Education and Social Affairs 
10.	Mr. Elonai Masungu, Secretary for Information
11.	Mr. Noel Lako Secretary for Youth Affairs
12.	Mr. Jackson Lako, Website Designer

ESSCA-USA, 2019 – 2021

The eighth ESSCA-USA leadership contest took place on the second day of the 
19th Annual Conference in Dallas, Texas (September 1-2, 2019). Both the former 
president, Dr. Jane Kani Edward, and former chairman of the Board of Directors, 
Mr. Jimmy Ociti Otira were reelected to serve a second term of office that runs 
from September 2019 - September 2021. The complete list of elected and appointed 
Executive Officers and Board of Directors are as follows:
Board of Directors

1.	 Mr. Jimmy Ociti Otira, Chairman
2.	 Mr. Jackson Laku, Deputy Chairman
3.	 Mr. Emmanuel Duku, Secretary General
4.	 Ms. Bakhita Saabino, Deputy Secretary
5.	 Mr. David B. Ajo, Member
6.	 Mr. Nicolas Beda, Member
7.	 Mr. Kennedy Lorya, Member

Executive Officers 
1.	 Dr. Jane Kani Edward, President
2.	 Mr. Daniel Alexander, Vice President & Secretary General
3.	 Ms. Lily Doka, Secretary of Finance
4.	 Ms. Falabia Edward, Secretary of Education and Social Affairs
5.	 Ms. Lucy Lako, Secretary of Women Affairs
6.	 Ms. Mary Bethuel Samuel, Deputy Secretary of Women Affairs
7.	 Mr. Elonai Masungu, Secretary of Information
8.	 Ms. Samiya Abu-Youm, Secretary of Youth (later removed from office)
9.	 Ms. Samuel Lazaros, Deputy Secretary of Youth  (later removed from office)
10.	Ms. Reta Kitara, Secretary of Youth.
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Conclusion

Unlike many other South Sudanese organizations, ESSCA-USA has maintained 
its continuity since the launching of the organization in 2003. The leadership of the 
organization has since changed seven times reflecting the diversity of Equatoria 
both by ethnic spread and states, as well as gender representation. The leaders of 
the organization have always shown their commitment to move the organization 
ahead in the interest of the community regardless of any individual shortcomings. 
A lot remains to be done for the common good of the Equatorian community 
both in the United States of American and in South Sudan. The success yet to 
come depends on the personal commitment and sacrifices of our future leaders. 
It is therefore important that as a community we should not only support each 
other but support and build up our leaders of the day who volunteer their time 
and personal resources for the sake of the community. By doing so, we encourage 
others to take up the leadership mantle with fresh vigor and dedication to serve 
ESSCA-USA to the best of their ability.

ESSCA-USA Leadership


