Chapter Three
ESSCA-USA Annual General Meetings
and Conferences

Introduction

ESSCA-USA holds its Annual General Assembly and Conference on the
weekend preceding the first Monday in September, designated as Labor Day.
The conferences are the main activity of ESSCA-USA bringing together South
Sudanese from across the United States of America and abroad for a weekend
of presentations relating to the theme of the conference, cultural and political
discussions, traditional dances, and other forms of entertainment. Special events
for the youth and women are sometimes hosted at the conference as well.

In the Annual General Assembly and Conference, the Executive Office presents
its Annual Report, which summarizes the activities and financial standing of the
association. These reports are discussed and approved by the general assembly.
Except from 2011-2017 when the term of office was changed from two to three
years, every two years, the General Assembly holds general elections to elect
new leaders of ESSCA-USA. The election process is detailed elsewhere in this
publication.

ESSCA-USA invites dignitaries and resource persons from South Sudan and
the United States to participate in the events and welcomes other participants
from outside the Equatoria Region to join in the festivities during the traditional
dances and the annual gala dinner and party.

This chapter focuses on the Annual General Meetings and Conferences of
ESSCA-USA. It describes the key events of the conferences including the themes,
the speakers and guests who attended as well as the summary of some of the
resolutions and reports from the conferences.

Conference Objectives

The Annual Conference or General Assembly is intended for Equatorians or
members of ESSCA-USA from across the United States and beyond to meet face-
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to-face with the association’s Executive and Board of Directors and hear from
them, ask questions, and express their opinions about the activities and direction
of the association. The conferences also offer a forum for education of the general
assembly and discussion on critical social, political, economic, and cultural issues
of concern to the Equatorian Diaspora and South Sudan. It is also during the
general assembly or conference that new leaders are elected, and the members
get to meet other members of the community or reconnect with friends, family
members, etc. and socialize. Lastly, the conference also offers a venue for the
community to meet and promote the Equatorian cultural heritage.

Conference Format, Themes and Structure

Each year the association holds its Annual Conference in a different state in
the USA. Several factors are often considered when deciding where to host
the conference. First, the population of Equatorians in the state is considered.
Most of the states in which ESSCA-USA conference is held usually have a high
concentration of Equatorians and other South Sudanese. This explains why
the initial stages of forming the association began in the Midwest states, which
are characterized by relatively large number of South Sudanese. Second, the
existence of an organized branch or chapter of the association is an important
factor in determining whether a given state can host the conference or not. Lastly,
the proximity of the state to other states with sizable number of Equatorians is
equally important, so as to make the travel of potential conference attendees to
and from the conference easier in terms of distance and financial expenditure.

Over the years, the process of choosing a hosting state and deciding the
conference theme underwent several changes. For a state to host a conference the
ESSCA- state office or chapter submit a written or verbal request to ESSCA-USA
Executive Office on the first day of the conference expressing its interest to host
the next conference. When the request is approved, then the hosting state for the
following year is announced on the second day of the conference. In an event
that a state did not come forward with a request to host the conference, or where
some members of the general assembly express interest to host the conference in
their state which does not have an organized ESSCA-USA state office, the Bylaws
of the association grants the Board of Directors the power to consider such a
case. This situation happened in the 2018 conference when twenty-five members
of the Equatorian community from Texas in attendance, expressed their interest
to host the conference in Dallas, Texas. Given the fact that the State of Texas
has no organized ESSCA-USA branch office, it became imperative for ESSCA-
USA leadership to advise the state to form an interim committee to plan and
facilitate the organization of the 2019 ESSCA-USA Annual Conference. As per
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the association’s Bylaws, Article 9, Section 1(d), (amended in 2017), ESSCA-USA
leadership has the obligation to form an Ad-hoc Committee on a time-limited
basis.” As a result, a 12 men and women-interim committee was constituted on
Saturday, November 3, 2018, to oversee the planning of the conference.

It is crucial to acknowledge and emphasize that all Annual Conferences are
organized by ESSCA-USA. The hosting state work with the main office to
facilitate the planning of the conference. The hosting state is responsible for the
search and selection of the conference venue, hotel accommodation and other
local logistical needs while the main office plays a secondary role. The venue
selection is one of the most important tasks, as it drives key decisions around
budget, food, accommodation, and logistics. In terms of budget, the state office
is responsible for a one-third (1/3, and the main office covers two-thirds (2/3)
of the conference budget. Prior to 2012, each state contributes US$ 500 to the
main office towards the conference expenditure. However, since 2012, almost all
states, except the hosting state ceased to contribute their annual share toward
the conference due to several factors, including lack of organized offices in some
states, and effective contributions enforcement mechanism among other things.

The theme of the conference sets the overall purpose of the conference, program
development, and selection of keynote speaker and panelists. Every year, the
conference organizing committee consisting of the ESSCA-USA members of
Executive, the Board of Directors, and the hosting state team determine the
theme and focus of the conference. In meetings of the committee, the members
brainstorm on a number of themes which do not include themes of previous
conferences and select one theme for that year’s conference. The program lays
out all the activities and presentations that will occur during the conference.
ESSCA-USA leadership is responsible for developing the program, with input
from members of the hosting state. The program often includes children (7 — 15
years old) activities, as well as traditional dance performances.”

The format of the conferences has not changed much over the years and has always
included a keynote address, presentations, panel discussions, and traditional or
cultural events. Organized over two days, the first day of the conference is used
for presentations and panel discussions. The second day is usually dedicated to
internal organizational issues such as presentation and discussion of the annual
financial and narrative reports by the President, the Secretary General, and the
Treasurer; constitutional amendments and elections. The conferences format

7 ESSCA-USA Bylaws, 2017 (Appendix 3).
» ESSCA-USA Conference Guide, 2019.
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has however shifted back and forth over the years, particularly in terms of what
program items are presented on the first and second day of the conference. For
example, in the 2006 and 2009 conferences in Phoenix, Arizona and Salt Lake
City, Utah, respectively, ESSCA-USA administrative reports (ESSCA-USA
narrative and financial reports, the association’s vision, projects, budget), and
the keynote address among other things, were presented on the first day of the
conference. The second day of the conference consisted of Sunday prayer service,
panel sessions, individual presentations and cultural performances and the day
was concluded with a dinner and farewell party. Similar format was followed
during the 2018 conference in Omaha, Nebraska with the minor difference that,
the cultural performances were held on the first day of the conference. Except
from 2011 to 2017, when the term of office was changed from two to three years
and reverted to two years when the Bylaws were amended in 2017, every two
years, the General Assembly elected new leaders of the association.

The keynote speaker, usually a prominent South Sudanese national from
the Greater Equatoria Region is invited to deliver the keynote address at the
conference. Prior to the independence of South Sudan, high level members of the
SPLM, both Equatorians and non-Equatorians, were invited to deliver speeches at
the conference. The most prominent of these dignitaries included Dr. John Garang
De Mabior, former leader of the SPLM/A, General Thomas Cirillo Swaka, Rev.
Clement Janda, Prof. Charles Bakhiet, Hon. Sabina Dario Lokolong, Oliver Batali
Albino, former Ambassador of South Sudan to the United States Dr. John Akec
Khoc, Dr. David Bassiouni, Governor, Bangasi Joseph Bakosoro, and Dr. Francis
Nazario, former South Sudan Representative to United Nations, among others.

The panels are organized according to the theme and focus of each conference.
Invited panelists of three or four persons led by a moderator usually make short
presentations and respond to questions from the moderator and conference
audience. Panels on youth and women issues are organized as well. Beginning in
2016 through 2019, ESSCA-USA adopted a different strategy of how to encourage
individuals to participate effectively. This strategy involves sending out a call for
abstracts via E2K online forum, and through state and community leaders email
list, whereby individuals interested to present at the conference submit abstracts
to the organizing committee for review and approval. All approved abstracts are
grouped according to the discussion topics, whereby presenters are assigned to
a relevant panel.

The Annual General Assembly and Conferences

The following section provides detailed information about each of the conferences
held over the years. These cover the dates, themes, key speakers, topics, and the
conference resolutions where available. Information about the first, and second
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conferences was discussed as part of the founding history of ESSCA- USA as
presented in chapter one.

Third Annual Conference

ESSCA-USA as a national outfit of the Equatorian community in the United States
emerged out of the third General Assembly and Conference of Equatorians held
in Kansas City, Missouri on August 30-31, 2003. The conference was organized
by the leaders of the Midwest States led by Noel Lubang Barnaba, the Interim
Coordinator for the Midwest. Thelocal conference organizing committee consisted
of Clement Krizogono Toke (Chairman), Larco Duku Lumayat (Coordinator),
Obede Lasu (Head of traditional dances), and Ferida Abdansio (Head of cooking
committee). Though planned as a Midwest conference, the purpose of the
conference was to establish a nationwide community association and to discuss
and fashion solutions to the challenges facing Equatorians in Diaspora as well
as in South Sudan.”’ The conference attracted an attendance of over 500 people
from all over the United States (22 States and DC) and from Africa and Canada.
Although the Kansas City conference was technically the first ESSCA-USA
conference, the numerical count starting from the first Midwest conference held
in Omaha, Nebraska, and the second conference held in Minneapolis, Minnesota

is maintained in order to accommodate the two historic founding conferences
that birthed ESSCA-USA.

Planned as a two-day conference, the first day of the Kansas City, MO, conference
was held at Antioch Community Church and designated for reports and elections.
The conference was opened with a word of prayer by Rev. Chaplain Kweri after
which the Master of Ceremony, Larco Duku Lomayat called upon representatives
of the states to report on the state of the Equatorian community in their home
states. Washington DC was represented by Okube Maradona Ndoromo; Michigan
state was represented by Hanna Oting Loyuk; Oregon state was represented by
William Kamilo; Minnesota state was represented by Taban Onek; Ohio state was
represented by John Andruga; Nebraska state was represented by Godfey Ilibo;
Wisconsin state was represented by Luka Joseph; Tennessee state was represented
(name not recorded); California state was represented by Agnes Oluar; Iowa
state was represented by Dr. Pastore Kwajok; Maryland state was represented by
Dominic Bureng; Texas state was represented by two delegates, Lawrence Becu
Mogga for Dallas and Elikana Jale for Houston; Illinois state was represented
by Justin Donato; Utah state was represented by Robert Simbe; New York state

» Minutes and Report of Third Annual ESSCA-USA Conference, Kansas City, Missouri
Compiled by Alison Mazinda, Noel Lubang Barnaba, and Emmanuel M. Lasu.
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was represented by Geoffrey Lagu; Maine state was represented by Erasto Lemi
Lado; Indiana state was represented by James Luworo; and Missouri, the host
state was represented by John Lagu. Only eight states (Minnesota, South Dakota,
Nebraska, California, Iowa, Texas (Houston), Illinois, and Missouri) reported
that they have active organized community associations.

The second session of the day was started with a speech by the Interim Midwest
Equatoria Community Coordinator, Noel Lubang. Lubang cited a meeting held
in Des Moines, Iowa in April 2002 and attended by Commander Wani Igga as the
beginning of mobilization of the Equatorians in the Midwest to get organized.
He said, the Iowa meeting was followed by another meeting in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota thatled to the first Equatorian conference in Omaha, Nebraska and a second
conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The Interim Coordinator went on to say
the gathering was to elect an Executive body and Board of Directors representing
the Midwest. He went on to introduce the electoral procedures based on the
constitution of ESSCA-USA adopted by the Constitutional Committee in Des
Moines Iowa prior to the conference. The approach presented by the Coordinator
however was opposed by the conference attendees and it was agreed that the
elected leadership should be for all Equatorians in the United States and that
the elections should be by open ballot, but the candidates would be nominated
from the states with organized communities. The organized states nominated 4
candidates for the position of the Chair of the Board of Directors. It was agreed
that as per number of votes obtained by each candidate, the nominees would
fill the positions of Chair, Deputy Chair, Secretary General and Member with no
portfolio, in that order. After the voting was conducted, the results were declared
as follows: Chair of the Board of Directors, Lawrence Becu (32 votes); Deputy
Chair, John Ladu (28 votes); Secretary General, Kawunda Mogga (14 votes);
and Member, Scopas Kenyi (11 votes). Similarly, 4 candidates contested for the
position of the president and after casting of the votes, George Oromo Simon was
declared the President (43 votes) and Ladu Gubek as Vice President (37 votes).
Other Executive Officers elected were Hakim Lado as the Secretary General,
Daniel Lolik as Secretary for Information, Agnes Hassan Olwar as Secretary for
Education and Women Affairs, and James Okwaramoi as Treasurer.

The elected ESSCA-USA leadership, designated as an Interim Executive and
Board of Directors was tasked with organizing the Equatorians in all states in the
US within a period of two years.In a press release dated September 23, 2003 put
out by the Executive and Board of Directors, the primary responsibilities of the
interim office were outlined as follows:*

% Press release by ESSCA-USA Executive Body and Board of Directors dated September 23, 2003.
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e Getting all the necessary paperwork done that is needed to establish the
association.

e Establishing Equatoria Community Associations in every state in the US
within two years.

* Review of the draft constitution of ESSCA-USA and make necessary
amendments to be presented for discussion and endorsement by the
General Assembly in the following conference.

e Prepare all Equatorians in USA for the election of the official Executive
Body and Board of Directors in two years.

Day two of the conference was held at the Kansas City Airport Marriott hotel
and Emmanuel Mbaya Lasu was the Master of Ceremony. The day started with
prayers offered by Rev. Michael Yemba; a biblical message by Rev. Athanasius
Ongang, and songs by a choir from South Dakota led by Julius Tona. After the
songs, the Chairman of United Equatoria Family of greater Kansas City, John
Lagu delivered welcoming remarks followed by a speech by the outgoing Interim
Midwest Equatoria Community Coordinator, Noel Lubang Barnaba. Dr. Pastore
Kwajok introduced the members of the newly elected leadership of ESSCA-USA
and the President, followed by the Chair of the Board of Directors delivered brief
remarks. Three elders, Dr. Paul Korsuk (Chairman of the Equatoria Community
of greater Kansas City), Mr. Sebit Alley (Mentor and distinguished guest from
the State of New Jersey) and Yaba Mikaya Lasu (father of Dr. Samson Kwaje)
delivered some words of encouragement. Sebit Alley conducted an impromptu
fundraising which raised $500 for the newly formed office.

Session two of the conference consisted of various topical presentations. The first
presentation was a Briefing on the Current Peace Talks in Kenya and the Position of
the Equatorians, by John Andruga Duku, SPLM/ A representative to the Nordic
Region and European Union and member of the peace negotiations in Kenya.
He delivered greetings to the conference from Equatorian dignitaries in Kenya
including Dr. Samson Kwaje, Dr. Jimmy Wongo, Dr. Daniel Wani, Dr. Festo
Kumba, Dr. Cirino Hiteng, Cdr Tulio Odongi, and exhorted the Equatorian abroad
to maintain constant communication with the people back home. Regarding the
IGAD Peace process, he said it was at a delicate stage because the government
of the Sudan does not want to negotiate on the basis of the “Nakuru Framework
Document” and the government was equally not respecting the Memorandum
of Understanding on the cessation of hostilities because it continues to explore
oil in Southern soil and deployment of troops in the oil rich region. He cautioned
that the peace process could collapse and the Equatorians and South Sudanese
in general must be prepared and start helping their people in the field protecting
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the land. He assured the Equatorians that the leadership of the SPLM/A was
doing its best to root out any wrong elements in the movement. He also said the
Equatorians were well represented in the peace negotiations and that out of 18
negotiators from different regions, six (6) were Equatorians led by Dr. Samson
Kwaje and the others are Dr. Festo Kumba, Dr. Cirino Hiteng, Cdr Tulio Odongji,
Mr. Martin Okeruk and himself.

The second presentation was on The Role of Equatoria in the Diaspora and Post War
Sudan by Philip Lomodong, Marketing Manager of Regional Insurance Company
in Juba (1979), Commander of the SPLA (1990), Teacher, and Commissioner of
Torit (1997). Lomodong stressed that the unity of Equatorians in the Diaspora is
vital for the overall development of Equatoria Region. He said the unified skills
of all Equatorians in Business, Science, and Technology could convert Equatoria
into a new financial market for the entire Central Africa Region. The speaker
went on to say Equatorians both at home and abroad must fully participate
in the development of Equatoria Region and establish a legitimate governing
system that guarantees freedom of speech; freedom of expression; provide social
and political stability; provide conducive environment for reconciliation; and
guarantees equal justice. He said such a legitimate governing system would
motivate foreign investors to invest in the region. He added that development
in Equatoria Region can only occur through Equatorians direct investment
whether on sole proprietorship, partnership, franchising, or corporations, and
that Equatorians must start sound financial planning.

The third presentation was by Dr. Luka Monoja on Formation of Equatoria
Rehabilitation and Development Fund (ERDF). He said underdevelopment, natural
calamities, and ongoing civil war in Sudan have caused human suffering and
destroyed infrastructure in Equatoria Region as well as other Regions in South
Sudan, and thus created a need for a rehabilitation and development fund. He
urged thenewly elected ESSCA-USAleadership to startmobilizing the Equatorians
for resources to launch the socio-economic project as soon as possible. He said
the Equatorians both abroad and at home must support the project not only by
words but financially because the project would benefit all Equatorians in South
Sudan. Dr. Monoja outlined the main purpose of the ERDF as follows:

e Help Reduce poverty and provide emergency humanitarian assistance to
the people of Equatoria Region in case of unexpected natural disasters or
wars.

* Support social and economic development in Equatoria Region.

e Provide educational programs to the people of Equatoria Region as well as
womens’ social, political and economic development.

Mr. Oliver B. Albino delivered the fourth presentation on Communication Challenges

Eﬁ. ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present



Annual General Meetings and Conferences _

Facing Equatorian in the Diaspora. He stated that languages and linguistic relations
are important because they create an understanding of the values held by those
who speak a particular language. Equatorians speak numerous languages and
instead of reaping the fruits of our heterogeneous society, he said the diversity
and multilingualism could result in spreading of misunderstanding and conflicts
within the Equatorian society. The prospect of this happening is scary, and it is a
challenge that got to be tackled at its infancy. He urged Equatorians in Diaspora
to make use of knowledge in communication to improve things like population
census taking which impacts elections. The communication infrastructure in
South Sudan ranging from telephone to transportation (air, land, and water) is
obsolete, and in order to attract investment in South Sudan, we need to put a
better communication system in place. He said the computer has revolutionized
the way we live, and we need to be part of this progress by grabbing the
opportunities out there to use for development of Equatoria. He added that the
Equatorians must emulate the spirit of the Kuku people to foster development
of local businesses. Good communication is not only important for trade but
also for South Sudanese to win political independence and the Equatorians must
therefore tackle the communication challenges facing them in the Diaspora to
avoid remaining backward.

Session three of the conference convened at 10 pm with Obede Lasu as the Master
of Ceremony for entertainment. The session started with traditional dances by
Bari, Nyangwara, Pojulu, Kuku, and Latuko groups. Following the dances, Ms.
Margaret Juan Ladu who resides in Portland, Maine, made some brief remarks
on Culture and Identity. She said culture is important in every society because
it fosters camaraderie among those who share the same or similar norms. She
also stressed that it is our culture that identifies who we really are and that the
Equatorians in the Diaspora should uphold their cultural norms and values by
educating their children. James Morgan, Associate Representative of the SPLM
in the Midwest gave the last and final remarks. He expressed his appreciated of
the Equatorians coming together as one body to address any problems they may
encounter, and he thanked the conference organizers and the audience for the
achievement made. The evening wrapped up with more traditional performances
and a dance party.

Fourth Annual Conference

The fourth ESSCA-USA conference was held in Des Moines, Iowa, on September
4-5, 2004 under the theme Building a Foundation for Equatorians in Diaspora. The
conference was attended by the Chairman and Commander in Chief of the Sudan
People’s Liberation Army/Movement (SPLA /M) Dr. John Garang de Mabior and
his Deputy, Dr. Riek Machar. Other attendees of the conference included Nhial
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Deng Nhial, Agnes Lasuba, Stephen Wondu, Dr. Sirisio Oromo, Dr. Sam Laki,
Margret Juan Lado, Cdr. Thomas Cirillo, Cdr. Augustino Jadallah and Cdr. Louis
Lobong. The conference was attended by Equatorians from the state of Iowa,
Nebraska, Minnesota, South Dakota, North Dakota, Missouri, Wisconsin, I1linois,
Michigan, Ohio, Utah, Colorado, Washington DC, Washington State, Alaska,
Maine, New Hampshire, Georgia, Arizona, California, Florida, Tennessee, and
Texas.

The first day of the conference started with prayers by Rev. Athnasius Ungan,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of ECA-South Dakota. The Chairman of
the Board of Directors of ESCA-USA, Mr. Lawrence Becu Mogga welcomed the
guests and attendees of the conference and introduced the role of the association.
Stephen Wondu, SPLM / A representative for North America introduced Dr. John
Garang and his accompanying delegations to the conference. Dr. Garang briefed
the conferees on the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) signed between the
SPLM/ A, and the Government of Sudan.

In his speech, Dr. Garang said, the two parties had signed six protocols and were
touring the New Sudan explaining the nature of the protocols to the Sudanese
people. He defined the New Sudan as the territory that comprise of Equatoria,
Bahr el Ghazal, Upper Nile, Nuba Mountains, and the Blue Nile. He said the rise
of the SPLA/M was the starting point for the quest to solve the fundamental
problem of the Sudan as defined in the 1983 SPLA /M manifesto and later in the
1994 Chukudum Convention. He added that the revolution embraces all people
within the Sudan whose rights are denied and to fix the religious problem in
which Sudan is defined as an Islamic state. This definition prompted the people
in periphery of the Sudan to take the war to Khartoum. Dr. Garang concluded
by envisioning grassroots development in the new Sudan. He urged every
Southern Sudanese in Diaspora with skills and expertise especially in fields
such as agriculture and engineering, to go and exploit the resources available
in the New Sudan. Dr. Garang referred to the Southern Sudanese in Diaspora
as the “Seventh Front of the War.” By that, he meant, those in Diaspora should
be organized and support the development of their regions, counties, and be
able to influence the American government and politics for the good of Southern
Sudan. In a Question-and-Answer session that followed, Dr. Garang addressed
four questions focused on: 1) SPLA /M policy which ensures that discriminations
based on tribal or regional lines are avoided; 2) The delay in absorption of the
Equatoria Defense Force (EDF) into the /SPLA /M; 3) The role of the SPLA as far
as insecurity in Equatoria is concerned; and 4) The projected role of the SPLA /M
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in the referendum.*

Day two of the conference witnessed speeches by SPLA commanders who were
in Iowa for training at Iowa State University (ISU). Augustino Jadalla, Chief
Operational Commander of Equatoria thanked the Equatorians for their financial
contribution to support his treatment regardless of his tribe and where he comes
from. He asked all the Equatorians to be calm and forget the past because certain
particular things that happened in the movement should not be taken as the work
of the SPLA /M as an institution. He added that the Sudan Government supports
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) which is a Uganda-based insurgent group that
has caused brutal killings in Equatoria especially in Eastern Equatoria and some
parts of Juba. He added that many challenges lay before the Equatorians that
demand unity, and efforts of the Equatorians to rebuild South Sudan from the
scratch. Commander Louis Lobong introduced himself as a representative of the
civil administration and also as Commander of the armed forces. He conveyed
greetings from the Governor of Equatoria, Commander Samuel Abu John. He
noted that Equatoria is the first region to establish a civil administration and he
encouraged the Equatorians to participate in grassroots development in Equatoria.
Commander Thomas Cirillo asked for forgiveness for all the atrocities committed
to all South Sudanese throughout the period of the civil war. He said their mission
is to assure Equatorians of hope. He said the Equatorians should not abandon
the SPLA /M simply because they do not have equal representation within the
movement. At the end, he said, the cardinal enemy is still the Arabs. He added
that the SPLA /M is working on integrating the Equatoria Defense Forces (EDF)
into the movement without any conditions. Following the presentations by the
SPLM/ A leaders and officers, three ESSCA-USA members, Emmanuel M. Lasu,
Benjamin Okuka, and Achaka promised to donate radios to the commanders to
facilitate their communication.

Dr. Sam Laki, Professor at Central State University, International Center for Water
Resources Management, Wilberforce, Ohio presented a paper on Educational
Challenges facing Equatorians in the Diaspora. He talked about the importance
of education and the broad objectives of education to 1) Promote and foster
understanding of the value of national unity, patriotism and Equatorians cultural
heritage. 2) Inculcate into the citizens moral, ethical and spiritual values, self-
discipline, personal integrity, and humanity. 3) Promote a sense of national service,
duty, and leadership among South Sudanese, and contribute towards the building
of a self-sustaining national economy. 4) Promote scientific, technical, and cultural
knowledge and, skills and attitudes needed to spur national development. 5)

31 Fourth Annual ESSCA-USA Conference Report compiled by Taban Onek, 2004.
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Develop awareness and concern for the protection of the environment and the
health and nutrition status of the population. And 6) Eradicate illiteracy and
develop the ability to analyze and use data and information for decision making
to the benefit of society. He also touched on how to acquire education in the
United States for those with no High School Diplomas, those with High School
Diplomas, and those who possess College Degrees, and how to finance higher
education.

Rev. Dr. Sirisio Louis Oromo gave a presentation on Cultural, Social and Moral
Issues facing the family. He said the family is the fundamental building blocks of
all human civilization and that marriage is the glue that holds the family together.
He said, “the health of our culture, society, parents and children is ultimately
linked to the health and well-being of marriage.” He also discussed family
problems that include domestic violence, extra- marital affairs, physical abuse;
unemployment; psychological (or emotional) abuse; poor communication or lack
of communication; and inability to resolve conflicts and disagreements. He said,
anyone regardless of age, gender, race, ethnicity, economic status, education, or
religion can be a victim of domestic violence. Although most victims of domestic
violence are females, females can also abuse males although women are more
likely to be seriously injured by their partners than men are. He added that certain
groups of women may be at higher risk for abuse including women who have
poor relationship and planning to separate or divorce; women that overdrink or
are drug users; and women who have partners who are excessively jealous or
possessive.

Other presentations that followed include a paper on Empowering the Youth by
Mr. Lino Lokonobe; ESSCA-USA Annual Financial Report; and a presentation
on Financial Management delivered by Ms. Rae Russel. Lucy Kitoi Lomodong
presented a drama on universal segregation in education of boys and girls, which
was followed by Bari traditional dances, singing by a choir from South Dakota
and performance by other vocal artists including Emmanuel Kembe. The day was
concluded by awards presented to Dr. Oliver Batali Albino and George Oromo
Simon.*

Fifth Annual Conference

The fifth ESCA-USA Annual Conference was held on the 3rd — 4th of September
2005 in Nashville, Tennessee, under the theme The Post War Challenges Facing
Equatorians. The Master of Ceremony for Day one of the conference was Mr.
Benjamin Okuka and the conference was opened by a word of prayer by Pastor

2 3rd ESSCA Annual Conference Report, Des Moines, Iowa, on September 4-5, 2004.
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Martin Drani. Besides the welcoming remarks by the Chairman of the organizing
committee, there was a presentation of ESSCA-USA Annual Report and the
Chairman of the Board of Directors made some remarks. The first session consisted
mainly of panel discussions. Panel one, moderated by Mr. Lino Lokonobe was on
Fostering Unity among Equatorians & Promoting Security in Equatoria Region and
the panelists were Dr. Scopas Poggo, Dr. Hakim Moi, Mr. Peter Kujjo, Mr. Fred
Otim Tartisio, and Mulana Clement Nichola. Panel two, moderated by Ms. Rose
Oduho was on Leadership and Organization and the panelists were Mr. Martin
Lomatayo, Mr. Filbert Ojok, Mr. Benniah Duku and Dr. Oliver Mogga. Panel
three, moderated by Mr. James Obedmot was on Economic Development and the
panelists were Mr. Martin Lomatayo, Mr. Benaiah Duku, Dr. Sam Laki, and Dr.
Benaiah Yongo-Bure. The discussion panels were followed by an entertainment
break, and drafting of Conference Resolutions by Noel Barnaba, Taban Onek,
Atilio Okot, Steve Paterno, Justin Mori, and all members of the panels. After
dinner, the General Assembly reconvened for Session two which was dedicated
for election of the President and Chairman of Board of Directors. Mr. Martin
Abucha was elected President and Mr. Benaiah Duku was elected as Chairman
of the Board of Directors.

Day two of the conference was dedicated to cultural activities and presentations
and the Master of Ceremony was Dr. Dedi Lubari Ramba. The day started with
opening prayers by Pastor Martin Drani followed by a speech by Vice President
of ESSCA-TN. The new ESSCA-USA officials were sworn in by Moulana Clement
Nichola and after handing over, the new Chairman of the Board of Directors and
the new President of the Executive Committee delivered some remarks. After
a poem by Atilio Okot of Tennessee, the Keynote speaker, Dr. Pacifico Lado
Lolik delivered his speech. This was followed by presentation and approval of
Resolutions of the Conference. The resolutions were a petition to the President
of Southern Sudan Salva Kiir to eject the LRA from the Sudan in order to restore
security in Equatoria, and a request for the relocation of Juba University from
Khartoum to Juba. Other presentations with entertainment interlude include
E2K Man of the Year Award; announcement of hosting state for 2006 conference;
and presentation of Conference Financial Report by James Obedmot. The day
was concluded by a dinner, and a farewell party.*

Sixth Annual Conference

The sixth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference took place in Phoenix, Arizona from
September 2 — 3, 2006 under the theme Development Through, Unity, Participation,

35 5th ESSCA Annual Conference Report, 3rd — 4th September 2005 in Nashville, Tennessee.
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& Cooperation. The Master of Ceremony Mr. Joseph Yatta Eresto kicked off Session
one of Day one of the conference with a moment of silence in tribute to the
fallen heroes of South Sudan, and prayers were offered by Madam Grace Ezbon.
This was followed by welcoming remarks by the Chairman of the Organizing
Committee Emmanuel Aba. Noel Lubang Barnaba gave a brief background on
how ESSCA-USA started in which he cited a meeting in Des Moines Iowa in 2002
attended by Mr. James Wani Igga as the beginning of ESSCA-USA. He said Mr.
Igga advised the Equatorians in the United States to get organized so that they
can be strong in their adopted country and be able to help people in South Sudan.
This was followed by an opening speech delivered by the President of ESSCA-
AZ, and the Secretary General, Caesar Otioti presented a brief background about
ESSCA-AZ.

Mr. Martin Abucha, the president of ESSCA-USA delivered a report where he
enumerated several programs developed by his team including Vision and a 10-
year plan; project plan and budget; completion of ESSCA-USA bylaws pending
review by a legal team; and short-term goal to make ESSCA-USA conference
useful and for ESSCA-USA to partner with the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID). He also stated that he made effort to meet
with Equatorian Church leaders and also met with the Minister of Education in
Juba and discussed the launching of Juba Library Project and support for Micklina
Iboi Kenyi'’s scholarship program for the Lost Girls of Sudan in Colorado. ESSCA-
USA overall financial report was presented after the presentation by Mr. Abucha.

Session two of the conference started with a discussion of the ESSCA-USA
report and finances. This was followed by a presentation of ESSCA-USA vision
by the President, Mr. Abucha in which he emphasized the need to develop and
implement youth and women development programs and to explore alternative
revenue sources other than member contributions. He stated that ESSCA-USA
should venture into micro finance business and that Equatorians should open
businesses. Mr. Abucha ended his presentation by proposing that the annual
conference registration fee should be raised from US$50 to US$100 (fifty to a
hundred dollars) because the hosting of the conference has become expensive.
The session wound down with a presentation of ESSCA-USA 2006-2007 projects
and budget, and general discussion of the vision, projects, and the budget.

The afternoon of day one of the conference witnessed presentations on reforms of
ESSCA-USA by the leadership; review of bylaws by a legal team; fundraising for
projects by ESSCA-USA finance office; discussions of the issues of security, the
capital city, and South Sudan referendum in 2011. The day ended with adoption
of resolutions and a soccer match organized by the Secretary of Culture, Mr.
Martin Mori.
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Day two of the conference started with a welcome speech by the Chair of the
Organizing Committee followed by presentation on the following;:

Women and Youth: Ms. Rose Oduho and Ms. Micklina Iboi Kenyi gave a
presentation on their interest in working with women and youth by organizing
women and youth workshops. They explained that in Colorado, the Lost Girls
of Sudan, through the leadership of Ms. Kenyi, brought six (6) girls from Kenya
to the United States in 2005 and that they intend to accomplish three projects in
2007: 1) To organize Women and Youth workshop in May 26-27, 2007 in Denver,
Colorado. 2) Continue to work with Ms. Kenyi’s scholarship program thatbrought
the Lost Girls of Sudan and expand it. 3) Create awareness on what is happening
to Equatorians in the Diaspora. Ms. Oduho stated that the rate of suicide among
Equatorians is alarming and that Equatoria lost fourteen (14) people between
2005-2006 mainly in the United States, Canada, and Australia. Ms. Kenyi added
that divorce rates and underage and youth drinking has also increased among
Equatorian families and that the youth workshop would address such issues.

Another important topic discussed on the second day was Professional Database,
by Dr. Lado Kenyi who said he was contracted by USAID to carry out research on
how to collect data on Sudanese in North America who are willing to return and
work in Sudan. Following a visit to Sudan Dr. Kenyi wrote a report to USAID and
the Sudanese North American Database (SNADB) was launched. He explained
that the database is used by the GOSS and NGOs to locate Sudanese in North
America who would be willing to go back and work in South Sudan.

Updates on the situation in South Sudan were presented by Mr. Emmanuel Walla.
He said he works with USAID in South Sudan implementing their educational
program and that South Sudan has 9,000 teachers teaching grades 1-9. He noted
that South Sudan needs support from the Sudanese Diaspora and urged the
Sudanese in general to take what they have learned in the United States back
to South Sudan. He said whenever people in the Diaspora have vacations, they
should go to South Sudan and volunteer in any field of their choice.

Campaign to host ESSCA-USA 2007 conference was conducted by the states of
Utah and North Dakota and the latter won the bid. This was followed by reports
presented by leaders or representatives of the following states: South Dakota (by
Lino Lokonobe), Arizona, Colorado (by Sara), Utah (by Oryem and Augustine
Mogga Mawa), California, New York, Texas, Maryland/Virginia/Washington
DC (by Lado), Minnesota (by Hakim Lado) Florida, Nevada (by Angelo) San
Francisco (by Silvestro Akara) and North Dakota (by Robert Simbe).

The resolution of the conference as agreed upon by the conference delegates are
as follows:
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Annual conference Fee shall be US$100 (one hundred dollars).

The Chairperson of the hosting state shall automatically become the
Chairperson of the meeting of delegates and all legislative measures for
that particular year.

The conference hosting state must start collecting contributions by
December 1, 2006.

Every member shall pay US$100 (one hundred dollars) starting in December
and end by May 30, 2007.

The President of ESSCA-USA shall submit a mid-year report to all its
members in March and an annual report in September of every year.

ESSCA-USA as an organization shall send a letter to leaders of Central
Equatoria in support of their stand in rejection of relocating the capital of
Central Equatoria state from Juba to Yei.

ESSCA-USA shall send a letter to President Salva Kiir Mayardit requesting
for a speedy trial of the Governor of Western Equatoria state, Colonel
Patrick Zamoi.

ESSCA-USA shall improve communication with state leaders.

ESSCA-USA state leaders shall communicate with their constituencies and
update them on all decisions from the national office.

The year 2007 shall be election year; therefore, those interested to run for
office must register with the electoral committee. The chairperson of the
hosting state will appoint the electoral committee in February 2007.

For the Library Project, contributions shall be as follows:

0 Regular contribution shall be US$100+
o Bronze contribution shall be US$300+
o Silver contribution shall be US$500+

0 Gold contribution shall be US$1000+

States shall contribute US$500 annually to the office of ESSCA-USA with
special consideration to states with less population whereby, the formula
will be determined later.

South Dakota State selected to host ESSCA-USA 2007 conference.*

3 Resolution of the 6th ESCA-USA annual conference September 2 — 3, 2006, Phoenix, Arizona.
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Seventh Annual Conference®

The seventh ESSCA-USA Annual Conference was held on September 1-2, 2007
in the City of Sioux Falls, South Dakota. The theme of the conference was Nation
Building through Participation and Cooperation. The Masters of Ceremony for Day
one Session one (morning) were Anida Magaya and Loki Lokolong and for Session
two (afternoon) were Lily Doka and Edward Ochan.* During the second session,
speeches were presented by ESSCA state leaders followed by discussion on
ESSCA-USA reforms. Day one of the conference ended with a soccer tournament.

The Master of Ceremonies for Day 2 were Viola Lupai and Lu’bakare Lomatayo
and the morning session kicked off with a presentation on Nation Building
by Mr. Pierre Atilio followed by a discussion on Juvenile Delinquency in the
Sudanese Community. The afternoon session witnessed presentations on
Democracy in Post-War South Sudan; Black City Boys; and group discussion.
These were followed by recognition of outstanding members of the community.
At approximately 6:20 PM local time, the delegates at the conference voted 15/8
to amend the constitution whereby only two Executive Officers, the President
and Vice President, and the Chair and Vice Chair of the Board of Directors are
elected by the general assembly. The rest of the executive officers and members
of the Board of Directors are to be appointed upon wide consultation by the
President and Chair of the Board of Directors, taking into account the diversity
of the region, qualifications, experience, and commitment to ESSCA-USA and
Equatoria. After the adoption of the amendment, elections were conducted by an
electoral committee consisting of Pierre Atilio, Edward Zowe, Sarah Ahmed, and
Edward Adriano and the new leaders of ESSCA-USA were elected and sworn
into office.

The general outcome of the conference included the following recommendations:

1) Bylaws
e That ESSCA-USA mission statement be provided with clear purpose and
objectives.

e That the newly elected officials form a technical committee to look into the
existing bylaws, rectify and pass them.

e That the newly elected ESSCA-USA officials must complete the application
for ESSCA USA 501 (C)3 tax-exempt status.

% Due to insufficient information, details about the 2007 conference, such as the theme, and con-
ference attendees is not adequately reflected in this section.

% Information on the content of Session one could not be located.
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That the name ESSCA-USA be changed to ESSCA-North America during
the registration (to incorporate Equatorian Canadians).

That articles be added to the constitution that will allow the new changes
to take effect (the new proposed name should be ESSCA-North America).

That the newly rectified bylaws must spell out clearly the role and duties
of each board member.

2) Communication

That ESSCA [should] establish a permanent database at both state and
national levels (national referring to the USA).

That the national ESSCA office should be in charge of updating the database
on a regular basis.

That [ESSCA should] also establish and hold regular teleconferences with
ESSCA states’ leaders to maintain good communication and working
relationships.

That state delegates to any ESSCA conference [should] brief their respective
constituents immediately after the conferences.

That they network with churches to disseminate information to ESSCA
members.

That educated people be in charge of communication at the state levels.

3) Restructuring & Responsibility

That Board members should have extensive experience in Non-Profit
Organizations.

That they provide Vision and Policy of the Organization.

That they maintain contacts with donor agencies and any other relevant
agencies.

That they write grant proposals and raise funds to support the activities of
ESSCA-USA.

That the size of the Board be increased to seven (7).

4) Relationship between ESSCA- USA and State offices.

That ESSCA-USA use simple language in its communications and be
accessible to State offices

That ESSCA-USA [should] reorganize state offices as soon as possible.
That state offices and ESSCA-USA meet before every annual conference.

That letters be sent directly from head office to state members.
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e That ESSCA-USA representative visit state chapters and encourage
unorganized states to get organized and become involved in ESSCA-USA
activities.

e That members be motivated and encouraged.

e That ESSCA-USA care about and respond to state leaders’ request for
guidance.

e That every state holding fundraising activities should extend an invitation
to ESSCA-USA national office.

5) Membership & Obligation

e That all ESSCA-USA registered members abide by the constitution and
bylaws.

e Thatall ESSCA-USA registered members pay their membership registration
fees and monthly contributions regularly.

e That all ESSCA-USA registered members should contribute generously to
the ESSCA national office whenever the need arises.

e That state offices be responsible for collection.

e That ESSCA-USA national office offer incentives, such as helping members
with conference fees, air tickets, scholarships, and hotel discounts, to active
members & state chapters for participation and involvement in ESSCA
activities.”

Eighth Annual Conference

The eighth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference was held in Dallas, Texas, from 30 —
31 August 2008 under the theme “Building a Sustainable Equatorian Community.”
On Day one Session one, welcome speeches were presented by the Chair of
the Organizing Committee, the President of ESSCA-TX, and the president of
ESSCA-USA. This was followed by a presentation on leadership development
by Jimmy Mulla and a presentation on the principles of non-profit management
by Seme Enoka. Session two covered presentations on Credit Management
and Assets Building by Atilio Pierre; Group Life and Disability Insurance by
an Insurance expert followed by a general discussion. The last Session of Day
One of the conference included introduction of ESSCA-USA officials and State

37 ESSCA-USA 2007 Conference Resolutions and Recommendation, Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
9/2/2007, prepared by, John Omunu, Convention Secretariat Team member, 2007.
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leaders headed by the President of ESSCA-USA, Hakim Lado and Secretary
General Martin Lomatayo, passing of ESSCA-USA Bylaws and requirements for
future hosting state for ESSCA-USA conference. The day ended with cultural
entertainment.

The second day of the conference started with speeches by Chairman of the
Organizing Committee, President of ESSCA-TX, Chairman of the Board of
Directors and ESSCA-USA Annual Reports by the President and Treasurer. A
presentation on the Evolution of ESSCA-USA was delivered by Mr. Paulino Paida
and this was followed by a presentation on Economic Development through
Private Initiative by Mr. James Obetmot. Session two of the day started with
entertainment and a presentation on Promote Education in South Sudan (PESS)
by Mr. Sobe John and Nyongale Esther. These were followed by recognition of
Equatorian Graduates and former ESSCA-USA officials; reports from state leaders
or representatives; presentation of the final resolutions of the conference; and the
day ended with a social evening.

Ninth Annual Conference

The ninth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference convened in Salt Lake City, Utah,
on September 5-6, 2009, under the theme: Mobilization of Equatoria Community
Advancement. The conference sought to resolve challenges and problems facing
the greater Equatoria Community as it strives for the achievement of a peaceful
and harmonious society, that can meet the challenges of transition from war to
peace and nation-building. The conference attracted more than 150 participants
from different parts of the United States and over 15 high level government
delegation from the greater Equatoria communities headed by HE. Lt. Gen.
Clement Wani Konga, the Governor of Central Equatoria State. Other members
of the delegation were members of parliament of the Government of National
Unity (GNU); Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS) and members of State
Legislative Assemblies including Hon. Thomas Wani Kundu, Hon Sabina Dario
Lokolong, Hon. Agnes Lox, Hon. Beatrice Abe, Hon. Alias Elia, Hon. Anthony,
Hon. Grace Abalang, Hon Veronica Renato, Hon. Mary Kiden Elias. The GOSS
Mission in the United States was represented by Ms. Sandra Malwal and Ms.
Agnes Oswaha.

Day one of the conference kicked off with a welcome of the participants by
the Masters of Ceremony of the event, Dr. Dedi Ramba and Ms. Rose Oduho
followed by an opening prayer by Mama Rayle. The Chairman of the Equatoria
Community Association in Utah (ECA-UT), Joseph Oyee welcomed and thanked
all the conference attendees and recognized ESSCA-USA Executive and Board
of Directors, State leaders, local Organizing Committee, and guests from South
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Sudan. Mr. Oyee gave some highlights on the ECA-UT and its plan of action and
future goals. He thanked the GOSS Mission and its representative Ms. Agnes
Oswaha for the donation of US$2,000 (two thousand dollars) to the association.

The Acting president of ESSCA-USA Micklina Iboi Kenyi highlighted the
achievements of ESSCA-USA during the 2007-2009 term of office including: 1)
Registration of ESCA-USA as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization with a federal
tax-exemption status. 2) Improvement of communication network between the
national office and the states leaders, by creating a states’” forum for all ESSCA
leaders across the United States. 3) The office of Youth and Women Affairs
conducted a successful women and youth workshop in Buffalo, NY in May 2008.
4) Updated Bylaws at the eighth ESSCA-USA annual conference in Dallas, TX.
The Acting President also delivered some recommendations for ESSCA-USA
centered on defining the vision and objectives of the organization around which
to rally and mobilize the support of the grassroots among Equatorians in the
Diaspora, as well as back home to realize the aims for which ESSCA-USA was
founded. She emphasized the need for members to have a clear understanding of
their obligations; building of a strong civil society around the short and long-term
strategies of ESSCA-USA; develop good communications and public relations
in order to be responsive to public expectations; deliver good leadership and
governance; formulate projects and develop a network of collaborations; and
derive ways of how to generate financial resources.

The Chairman of ESSCA-USA Board of Directors delivered some brief highlights
on ESSCA-USA mission and visions, and challenges over the past two years.
He emphasized the need for ESSCA-USA to decentralize in order to reach all
communities across the United States and to engage with their politicians or
representatives to explore issues of common interest.

The afternoon of the first day of the conference covered a question-and-answer
session in which ESSCA-USA leaders fielded questions from the audience. This
was followed by breakout sessions on five discussions topics with each group
tasked with proposing recommendations that would be used to improve the
future of the Equatorian community. The groups discussed the following topics:
The role ESSCA-USA can play in Sudan, moderated by Justin; Agriculture in South
Sudan, moderated by Chris Lomatayo and Oryem; Semi-Annual vs Annual
Conference, moderated by Iman ; Human Rights, moderated by William Lochi; and
Primary Health Care, moderated by James. At the end of the breakout sessions,
Oliver Tunda made an announcement about expectations for the elections. The
first day of the conference adjourned at 6:30 pm.

The main events in the morning of day two of the conference consisted of speeches
by the Governor of Central Equatoria, HE Lt. Gen. Clement Wani Konga; Madam
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Speaker of Eastern Equatoria State, Hon. Sabina Dario Lokolong; and Hon
Thomas Wani Kundu, the Secretary General of the SPLM caucus in the National
Legislative Assembly of GONU in Khartoum, Sudan.

Hon. Sabina Dario remarked about the lack of unity of purpose and leadership
among the Equatorians despite their historical prominence beginning with
the 1947 Juba conference and the bravery and historic contributions of the
Equatorians to the struggle for justice in the Sudan. She said the Comprehensive
Peace Agreement (CPA) is an opportunity for fellow Equatorians and South
Sudanese in general to determine their destiny and that all must participate in
the upcoming referendum. Regarding lack of representation of the Equatorians
in GOSS and GONU, Hon. Sabina urged that ESSCA-USA should come out with
strong recommendations that should be sent to the office of the Governors and
Speakers of the Equatorian States so that they can present the complains to the
relevant authorities in GOSS. On the issue of corruption which she admitted is
destroying the fabric of society in South Sudan, she said the Equatorians should
suggest solutions and all should fight corruption at all levels.

Governor Clement Wani Konga praised ESSCA-USA for setting up the basis for
consolidating the linkages between Equatoria Diaspora with the people in South
Sudan; creating enabling environment for sharing the Equatoria vision; and
opening up participation in the social, cultural, economic, and political affairs of
Equatoria. He said the theme of the conference means individuals must make a
difference and a positive impact in Equatoria by standing together. As he noted
“it is when we pull our abilities, energies, and intellectual capacities together that
we can build a democratic, free, prosperous and peaceful community or society
for which all of us and the coming generations will be proud of”. The Governor
went on to brief the participants on the socioeconomic and political affairs that
affected greater Equatoria in post-CPA era. On power sharing he said it is not a
serious issue because the CPA stipulated fair power sharing and he elaborated on
the power sharing in respect to Equatoria. On wealth sharing he said each state
was receiving a grant of 100 million Sudanese pound from GOSS per annum
but there exist parallel security forces who are collecting revenue illegally in the
states and diverting it to their pockets. As for insecurity in Juba, he said, it is
caused by about three to four gang groups, disgruntled SPLA, Joint Integrated
Unit (JIU), and Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) soldiers who are not being paid, and
influx of criminals from neighboring countries.

Regarding the implementation of the CPA, the governor said not all provisions
of the CPA have been met but he said the people should keep their eye on the
2011 referendum to exercise their political right. On the census, he said it does
not reflect the real population of Southern Sudan and that GOSS and the SSLA
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decided to reject the census results as a whole. On elections, he said the SPLM
wants to keep their seats in GONU and that a proposal by the NCP for 50 seats to
be given to the SPLM and three seats in the South to be given to NCP was rejected
by the SPLM. He urged the Diaspora to consider returning home to help in the
reconstruction of the country. He also encouraged the Diaspora to help in raising
awareness to attract investors to South Sudan and develop business partnership
in order to boost the private sector that will create many jobs for young people
in South Sudan.

On land grabbing he said there are rogue SPLA soldiers using intimidation
and harassment of people in order to grab their land and that a committee has
been formed to try to reclaim the properties that have been lost. In regard to the
status of Juba as capital of GOSS and Central Equatoria, no consensus has been
reached between both parties. He said the full relocation of Juba University from
Khartoum to Juba has not been completed due to some technicalities including
the increase in colleges from eight (8) to sixteen (16). On the referendum he
noted that negotiations on modalities were still ongoing, but he cautioned the
Southerners to handle their votes with care and that total independence of South
Sudan should be sought at all cost. Regarding politics of SPLM vs Sudan People
Liberation Movement for Democratic Change (SPLM DC) under the leadership
of Dr. Lam Akol, he said this is not yet time to cross and join other parties, but
the people should remain firm with the SPLM until the bridge is crossed. Lastly,
he urged Equatorians to be united and be the light of the people of South Sudan.
On lack of coordination between the Diaspora and people in South Sudan, the
Governor proposed that an urgent taskforce be formed to address the concern.
He suggested a joint committee consisting of two members each from EES, CES
and WES should be formed to look into the coordination issue as there is need to
tap into the Diaspora skills and expertise. That his office will help establish and
accommodate ESSCA-USA branch in Juba.

Member of Parliament (MP) Hon. Thomas Wani Kundu, the Secretary General
for the SPLM Caucus in the National Legislative Assembly of GONU in
Khartoum, Sudan remarked that the conference should remind all Equatorians
of Fr. Saturnino Ohure and all other heroes who died to lay the foundation for
all South Sudanese. He said the Bill for referendum in South Sudan has yet to be
drafted and that the Bill is key to holding of the referendum in 2011. He said a
committee was to be form from both SPLM and NCP to write the bill, however,
the NCP and SPLM disagreed on the definition of South Sudanese who would
vote during the referendum. The SPLM definition of Southerners is that they are
the people of South Sudan, but NCP says they are the citizens of South Sudan.

In the second part of the program, Dr. Dedi Ramba and Ms. Rose Oduho welcomed
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back the participants to the conference and introduced the representative of the
GOSS Mission in Washington D.C., Ms. Agnes Oswaha. Agnes highlighted the
objectives of the GOSS mission in the United States which include: Service to all
South Sudanese residing in the USA regardless of their political party affiliation;
advocacy on issue that affect South Sudanese such as the implementation of
the CPA and the expected referendum in 2011; assist South Sudanese on legal
and social matters; assist in Visa process for those who want to visit Sudan;
coordinates with the Sudan Embassy on issues such as the issuance of Sudan
nationality certificate, national identity card and passport; and acting as a bridge
between GOSS and the community. She urged for strengthening of unity because
the community is the backbone of the SPLM/ A.

A question-and-answer session with H.E. Governor Clement Wani Konga,
Madam Speaker Hon. Sabina D. Lokolong, H.E. Hon. Agnes Lox and Ms. Agnes
Oswaha followed the individual presentations. The following suggestions and
Recommendations were made:

1. An inclusive Equatorian Diaspora conference should be held in Juba the
following year (2010) under the leadership of the three greater Equatoria
states and that the Equatorian professionals from all walks of life specifically
from the Diaspora should have a joint working committee with the office of
the three Governors.

2. A committee to be formed to document the names of heroes and heroines
from all the three states of greater Equatoria who put their life on the line
for the sake of freedom of Southerners.

The visiting delegation from Sudanled by H.E. Clement Wani Konga, the Governor
of CES assured participants in the conference and ESSCA-USA leadership that
they will form a taskforce to organize the coordination of the All-Equatorian
conference to be held in Juba. H.E. Governor Konga promised that invitations
would be sent to all Equatorians in Diaspora to attend and participate in the
anticipated historic conference to be held in Juba once the committee tasked with
the conference organization finalizes its work so that together we can forge unity
of purpose in diversity.

Jobickson J. Modi, ESSCA-USA Finance Secretary presented ESSCA-USA Annual
Financial Reports for 2007-2009. He presented highlights on the contributions or
donations received for Colorado Women’s conference, the sources of contribution,
and conflicts that occurred at the women’s conference. He concluded by
thanking ESSCA-USA General Assembly for having elected him twice to serve
the community diligently and successfully. The presentation of the financial
report was followed by elections of new office holders. Two candidates, Mr. Lino
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Lokonobe and Mr. Edward Zowe ran for the office of ESSCA-USA Executive
President. Mr. Seme L Enoka ran unopposed for the office of Chairman of ESSCA-
USA Board of Directors. Edward Zowe and Seme Anoka won the office of the
President and Chair of the Board of Directors, respectively. The end of the final
day of the nineth ESSCA-USA conference was marked by a farewell Party.*

Tenth Annual Conference

In 2010, the tenth Annual Conference was held at the heart of the nation’s capital,
Washington, D.C., USA, from September 4th to 5th, 2010 to affirm ESSCA-USA’s
total commitment and support to the people of Southern Sudan’s right to self-
determination as clearly stated in the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA).
The theme of the conference The Southern Sudan Referendum-2011: Rights for
Secession, Enduring Peace, Security and Development, was an affirmation of ESSCA-
USA’s core belief. The conference deliberations were moderated by Dr. Henry
Lejukole, Ms Christine Gedim, and Ms. Agnes Oswaha.

The conference was well attended by dignitaries and representatives from various
states as well as Sudan. The first session consisted of welcome speeches and the
keynote address. Mr. Oliver Tunda, the President of ESSCA-VA, MD, DC, and
PA who was also the Chairman of the Organizing Committee for the conference
welcomed the delegates to the conference in the nation’s capital. Opening remarks
were delivered by Mr. Edward Zowe, President of ESSCA-USA. Other special
remarks were delivered by the following dignitaries: Hon Ezekiel Gatkuoth, the
Head of GOSS Mission to the United States and Mr. Aban Othow, Representative
of the Sudan Embassy in the USA. The Keynote address was delivered by Dr.
David Bassiouni of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), New York.

The first panel, moderated by Mr. Abanik Hino, Professor of History (North
Carolina), discussed the topic: Understanding South Sudan: History of the
Struggle, the Referendum Act, and the Right to Secede. The members of the panel
and their papers were:

a. Dr. Amir Idris, Associate Professor of Political Science and African History,
Fordham University on the topic: “Is it Possible to make Separation
Manageable and Unity Desirable in Sudan?”

b. Mr. Robert Benjamin Lwoki, Educationist and Human Rights Lawyer, and
Chairman of GOSS Land Commission on the topic: “Referendum: Process,
Challenges and Outcome.”

% Summary minutes of Ninth ESSCA-USA Conference compiled by John Omunu, Seme Anoka,
Robert Sembe and William Lochi, September 2009.
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c. Ms. Bernadette Passade Cisse, JD on the topic: “Sudanese-American
Building Support in the US: Lessons from the Diaspora.”

d. Mr. Joseph Tucker, Representative of US Special Envoy to Sudan, on the
topic: “The role of United States in a Free and Fair Referendum Process.”

After the panel, Dr. Henry Lejukole delivered a motivational presentation on
the topic: Sudan: Secession of the South as a Blueprint for Self-Determination for the
Marginalized. This session was followed by a training workshop by trainers Mr.
Robert Benjamin Lwoki, Mr. Justin Laku and Ms. Zeinab Yasin, on: Registration,
Mobilization and Voting: Talking Points and Strategies; Voters’Registration, Mobilization
and Polling.¥

On the second day of the conference, the second panel, moderated by Dr. Sam
Laki, discussed the topic: South Sudan a New Nation: Destiny, Challenges and
Sustainability. The members of this panel and their topics were:

a. Hon. Thomas Kundu, Leader of SPLM National Parliamentary Caucus on
the topic: Mobilizing for Action: Can Leaders Rise to the Occasion?

b. Dr. Jane Kani Edward, on the topic: Reclaiming our history: The need to write
our History in the post-referendum Era.

c. Mr. Justin Laku, on the topic: The Role of Diaspora in the Development of South
Sudan.

The third panel®, moderated by Dr. Lawrence Wongo, discussed the topic
Managing South Sudan as an Independent Country. The members of the panel and
their topics were:

a. HE. Sapana A. Abuyi, Deputy Governor, Western Equatoria State, on the
topic: Security, LRA, Social Services and Self-Reliance.

b. HE. Louis Lobong, Governor Eastern Equatoria State on the topic:
Infrastructure, Trade and Border Relations.

c. HE. Clement Konga, Governor, Central Equatoria State, on the topic: Land,
Inter-Ethnic Dialogue and Peace Building.

d. Hon. Remy Oller, Member of Supreme Council of States, on the topic Rule
of law, Governance and the International Cooperation.

% Robert Benjamin Lwoki did not make it from South Sudan to the United States for the
conference due to visa delays. Ms. Zeinab Yasin joined the conference via video conferencing
from Juba, Sudan and updated the attendees on the situation in the country.

% Some members of this panel were unable to attend the conference due to visa delays.
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Dr. John Akec Khoc, the former Sudan Ambassador to the United States, and Dr. David Bas-
siouni, at the 10th ESSCA-USA annual conference, Washington DC; September 2010.

At the end of the conference, the participants emphatically agreed and called for
action on many issues, such as:

e All governments of the world that are signatory to the United Nations’
Charter should recognize the right of South Sudan to secede and equally be
ready to respect the decision of the majority of the people of South Sudan
should they vote “Yes” in the forthcoming Referendum.

e The Greater Equatoria leadership is encouraged to lead from the front
in mobilizing the entire region to vote “Yes” for separation in order to
attain the much desired new, sovereign, independent, stable, united, and
prosperous nation of South Sudan.

e There is urgent need for public debate and awareness-raising on the most
crucial Referendum vote in 2011. Hence, it is imperative that the Southern
Sudan Legislative Assembly (SSLA) should adopt the pending media bill to
guarantee freedom of expression; greater freedom for the press and media;
and the right to access information.

e All Sudanese parties, most specifically the Sudan’s ruling National
Congress Party (NCP) and its senior partner, the Sudan People’s Liberation
Movement (SPLM) Party, should abide by the CPA provisions, respect the
will of the Southern Sudanese people, and conduct the scheduled 2011
Referendum as scheduled.
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e The entire Government of Southern Sudan (GoSS) is urged to garner and
accommodate the support of all political, civic, religious, and business
leaders, including the larger Diaspora community, as well as that of South
Sudan’s friends around the world, to realize their long walk to free and
independent South Sudan.

e Participants called upon the Referendum Commission and GoSS to directly
fund the referendum exercise in the USA and elsewhere around the globe
where Southern Sudanese Diasporas are allowed to vote in the scheduled
2011-Referendum.

e Participants, especially in the U.S. strongly rejected the 20,000-population
minimum eligibility to vote requirement by the Referendum Commission
per each location in the eight countries, namely USA, Canada, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Uganda, UK, Egypt, & Australia.

e Participants underlined the issue of a single recognized voter ID to be
issued by GOSS Missions for the purpose of registration and voting in the
2011 referendum outside the Sudan.

e Participant agreed that the forthcoming referendum excise in the U.S. and
other countries abroad where Southern Sudanese Diaspora are allowed to
register and vote should be coordinated by the GOSS Missions rather than
the embassies of the Sudan, and should the NCP sabotage the scheduled
2011 referendum, participants called on the Southern Sudan Legislative
Assembly to opt for a Unilateral Declaration of Independence (UDI) of
Southern Sudan.

e There should be intensified cooperation amongst the community leaders of
Greater Equatoria community in an effort to support free press, rule of law
and democracy and democratization; and to share best practices regarding
long-term challenges facing the region, and how to respond to immediate
threats to peace and stability through the following steps:

Cooperation and Coordination:

o Strengthen the organization of ESSCA-USA, by adopting best
practices for stimulating good working relationship and meeting its
objectives, through regular financial support in consultation with the
Greater Equatoria states’ government leadership, Greater Equatoria

organizational leadership, Equatorian professionals from all walks of
life, and the GOSS leadership.

o Participants urge Equatorians to make [financial] contributions to
support the work of ESSCA-USA, and that the organization should
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establish a permanent database at both state and national level and
maintain regular contact to enhance mutual relationships with states
leaders.

0 The conference called for the creation of a database for Greater Equatoria
professionals especially in North America — the United States, and
Canada to work closely with the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID) to facilitate the skills transfer to Southern Sudan
after the 2011 Referendum.

o Noting that “history is present,” participants strongly urged ESSCA-
USA to facilitate the formation of a small group of intellectuals with
expertise in history to collaborate in writing the present-day history of
Southern Sudan.

Organization and Networking for Skills Transfer and Absorption:

o The ESCA-USA Executive should work together with the Southern
Sudanese Diaspora organizations, the U.S. State Department, and other
interested U.S. Non-Governmental Organizations to support rebuilding
of Southern Sudan through the emerging Diaspora Skills Transfer
Initiatives.

o The Government of Southern Sudan is encouraged to absorb and utilize
the various capacities of Southern Sudanese professionals, especially
those with distinct technical talents and expertise, in order to contribute
effectively in the much-desired national building process in the post-
Referendum period.

o Participants call upon the GoSS to provide humanitarian assistance
and financial support for Southern Sudanese IDPs especially those in
northern Sudan and refugees in the neighboring countries to facilitate
their return to their homes in [Southern Sudan] before the 2011
referendum.

Inclusiveness and Active Participation of Diaspora in the Referendum Activities:

o Itis of crucial importance that ESSCA-USA (Equatorians) and the entire
South Sudanese Diaspora take an active role and participate in activities
leading to the scheduled January 9, 2011 Referendum.

o The Greater Equatoria community has a vital role to play in rebuilding
South Sudan and meeting the need, wishes and aspirations of Southern
Sudanese to contribute meaningfully to their emerging country, South
Sudan.

o Equally important is the establishment of a forum where representatives

ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present



_ Annual General Meetings and Conferences

of civic organizations from all ten states of Southern Sudan can meet to
brainstorm and organize.

Economic Development and Equal Opportunity:
o In order to guarantee that development reaches all people, the

Government of Southern Sudan should create an enabling environment
for private sector investment through adequate regulatory reform that
foremost favors the people of South Sudan.

The Government of Southern Sudan is strongly urged to cultivate
a culture of meritocracy and impartiality as a principle to rewarding
people based on their hard work, which is consistent with the vision
of the ruling Sudan People’s Liberation Movement's objectives for
fighting and resisting the, injustices and misrule in Sudan that lasted
over five decades. It is important that all qualified persons from Greater
Equatoria be assured of equal government appointments and business
opportunities. The Government is, therefore, urged to desist from
making top government appointments and positions on the basis of
ethnicity, gender, or political party affiliation.

Participants called on the urgent need for Southern Sudan Legislative
Assembly (SSLA) to table and pass a restrictive legislation that regulates
the hiring procedures for Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
working in South Sudan so much so that qualified people of South
Sudan are given a high priority in terms of employment privileges with
the private sectors including NGOs.

Responding to [Lord Resistance Army] LRA Threats in the Greater Equatoria
Region:
o Greatly appalled by the realities of atrocities caused by the Lord’s

Resistance Army (LRA) and the menace of the armed Ambororo
nomadic group, the Government is urged to take protection of civilians
as a matter of utmost priority by doing all that it can to root out these
armed groups from Western Equatoria State (WES) in particular and
all Greater Equatoria. The armed incursions perpetuated by the LRA
and the Ambororo in Western Equatoria State (WES) and elsewhere in
Greater Equatoria are well publicized and documented by local and
international media news outlets. The unnecessary death of an innocent
man, woman, and child in WES, and Southern Sudan in general, is
painfully regretted and condemned with every feeling of contempt it
deserved.

In conjunction with the recommendation above, there is great need for
the Government of South Sudan to address the LRA’s terrorism and
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other national insecurity threats in the light of International Human
Rights Law and other relevant statutes. The Government of South
Sudan is urged to effectively utilize its army, the SPLA, in exercise of its
full authority over its own territory to secure its civil population, which
should deservedly reap the benefits of stability and peace. To make this
happen the morale of the army should be raised, and a special counter-
insurgency force should be trained and equipped accordingly.

o In reiteration of support to the commitment of the Government of
Southern Sudan’s leadership of President Salva Kiir Mayardit to
eradicate the LRA from WES and Southern Sudan, through military
offensives, the President is urged to increase the momentum and give
the threat his urgent attention.

o Notingthatthe few months’ remaining period preceding the forthcoming
2011 Referendum is crucial and should go undeterred by any form of
insecurity threats, the Government of Southern Sudan is strongly urged
to exercise the rule of law to protect all citizens and voters from any
acts of intimidation. Keeping the LRA and the Ambororo at bay, should
particularly, be taken seriously.*

Eleventh Annual Conference

The eleventh ESSCA-USA Annual Conference was held in Denver, Colorado,
from September 3rd - 4th 2011, under the theme: “50 Years of Struggle, Freedom
from Fear & Power of Unity: Equatorian Views and Voices.” Topics discussed in the
conference were: core values, the concept of a leader as applied in Africa, youth
and Equatorian women, skills repatriation, and women’s role in politics, among
other.

In her opening remarks at the conference, Ms. Jane Abucha, the Acting President,
described the mission and vision of ESSCA-USA as “promoting, protecting, and
preserving culture and values of Equatoria and having a strong and complacent
Equatorian community.” She said since the tenth conference in 2010 held in
Washington D.C., ESSCA-USA was able to achieve increasing awareness in our
community by promoting advocacy awareness and education in the community
about achieving peace in Southern Sudan. She also said the communication
challenges have been breached and ESSCA-USA was able to deliver fresh news
and leaders to share ideas with people back home. The Acting President went
on to say they participate in the conference in Juba with four participants from

41 Resolution of the 10th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference, September 4 — 5 2010, Washington DC.
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Hon. Henry Odwar delivering his keynote address at the eleventh ESSCA-USA annual conference in
Denver, Colorado; September 2011.

the United States and took materials for the conference. Other projects from 2006
were revisited and completed. On the matter of Juba library project, she noted
that ESSCA-USA leadership has made an agreement with the three governors
of Equatoria states Clement Konga, Joseph Bakosoro, and Louis Lojore. She said
ESSCA-USA was able to influence and reach some decision about the Diaspora
Secretariat and an office is to be established in Juba that could be used for
Diaspora skill transfer. She emphasized the creation of a database for easy access
to information on the Diaspora. That, all the three governors agreed to support
the project. She argued that the vision and mission of ESSCA-USA should change
to be able to do better. She concluded by urging people to explore and propose a
new way of forming a new political leadership and for the Diaspora to provide
them resources and training.

The Keynote speaker Hon. Henry Odwar discussed the pros and cons of the Draft
Transitional Constitution of South Sudan. He said South Sudanese have gone
through a lot of hardships and would like to leave these hardships behind. He
said since South Sudan became independent as a new country, the real challenges
are beginning. He noted that Southerners are dependent on the goodwill of
the international community. That ninety per cent of South Sudan budget is
dependent on oil revenue, and that in the near future South Sudanese need to get
out of being dependent on o0il economy. He outlined some of the challenges in the
country, including corruption due to lack of central revenue collection system,
security challenges, and presence of a rebel movement. That the Equatorian states
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were faring fairly well compared to the rest of the states in the country. Hon
Odwar further emphasized that “ESCA-USA should be a locator for investors
for Equatoria.” That people in Diaspora have had the opportunity to go to school
and get knowledge and that is the best gift individuals can take back home. In
conclusion, Hon Odwar said one of the things that is going to be detrimental to
the government is that the people appointed to government positions are those
who may not deliver what the South Sudanese really want.

Through panels and group discussions, as well as individual presentations,
several topics pertaining to the theme of the conference were discussed during
the two-day conference. Election of the President and the Chairman of the Board
of Directors was conducted on the second day of the conference. Mr. Kwaje Lasu
was elected President and Mr. Jobickson Modi the only candidate became the
Chairman of the Board of Directors.

The resolutions of the conference were:*2

1. Business Management: ESSCA-USA should work in collaboration with
state, local and central government in South Sudan to ensure that business
policies that are favorable to investors and entrepreneurs are enacted.

a. ESSCA-USA should provide business consultancy for businesses or
investors and compete with other local and foreign consultancy firms.

b. ESSCA should work with the Republic of South Sudan (RSS) Embassy
in Washington DC to encourage potential businesses investors to invest
in South Sudan in order to help private sectors create jobs opportunities
for our people.

c. In accordance with the Equatoria 2011 recommendation, ESSCA-USA
should establish a Think-Tank group to be name Equatoria Consultative
Council [ECC] for Governance and Economic Development purposes.

d. ESSCA-USA should come up with some income generating activities
project that can be implemented in U.S. and in RSS by 2013.

e. That ESSCA-USA should establish a permanent database for all
Equatorians legally residing in the USA (e.g., home address).

2. Education: ESSCA-USA should work with state/local and the central
government in South Sudan to streamline good education system-
certification process, and licensure of private colleges and schools.

2 The Resolutions of the 11th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference, Denver, Colorado, September 2011.
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a. ESSCA-USA should conduct a preliminary assessment of education
in order to promote adult education/vocational training within the
[United] States and back home.

b. ESSCA-USA should follow up proposed student loan forgiveness
program and work with the RSS embassy and the U.S. Congress to
find out how these programs can help our young graduates/students
transfer their acquired skills and training back home regularly and / or
on voluntary basis (skills transfer program).

c. ESSCA-USA should work with service providers such as universities,
private donors, exchange programs between the RSS and the United
States” higher institution of learning to provide fellowships /scholarship
and internships to South Sudanese faculty members and students.

d. ESSCA-USA should look for means of raising funds to build three
primary schools and youth centers one in each state of Equatoria region.

Participants at the eleventh ESSCA-USA conference venue in Denver, Colorado; September 2011: L to R,
Ercoph Bongomin, Muze Elias, Dr. Jane Kani Edward, and Matthew Konga.
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e. ESSCA-USA should start a training of trainees in the three states [of
Equatoria] based on identified needs of the local communities.

f. ESSCA-USA should advocate for the inclusion of Human Rights
EducationineducationcurriculumofRSS, and helpeducate communities
on the Bill of Rights, HIV/ AIDS, and corruption awareness campaign.

3. Transitional Draft Constitution-2011:

» ESSCA-USA should build alliance with other civil societies, participate
[in] and facilitate workshops and work side-by-side with the SSNLA in
drafting a broader people’s driven constitution.

4. Community Center/Library:

» ESSCA-USA should create an outreach office/ advocacy network
to work and build alliance with other community organizations of
the three regions [Equatoria, Bahr El-Ghazal and Upper Nile], of the
Republic of South Sudan (or the Ten States).

Ambassador John Akec Khoc delivering his statement during the 12th ESSCA-USA annual conference in
Greensboro, North Carolina; September 2012.
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5. ESSCA-USA leadership:

a. Should revise the constitution and bylaws and review the mission,
vision, and objectives and make them crystal clear.

b. ESSCA-USA should strive to implement all resolutions passed by the
general assembly during the 2011-conference held in Denver, Colorado.

Twelfth Annual Conference

The 12th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference was held from August 31st to September
2nd, 2012, at the Deep River Event Center in Greensboro, North Carolina to
address some of the challenges facing Equatorians both in the Diaspora and the
homeland under the theme Revising and Strengthening our Unity: Charting a Way
Forward for a Better and Stronger Equatoria.

The conference kicked off on September 1st at 9:30 am with a moment of silence
for the fallen heroes of South Sudan, followed by an opening prayer by Pastor
Moses Soro. The women of North Carolina led the audience with rousing songs
of worship in the traditional South Sudanese manner.

The Master of Ceremony Ms. Suzan Andrea welcomed the audiences and
outlined the program for the rest of the day. She then welcomed to the stage
Sunday Taabu, the President of ESSCA-NC. Ms. Taabu greeted the audience and
expressed her delight about North Carolina hosting the conference and wished
everybody attending to enjoy the conference.

Following, Ms. Taabu’s remarks, Mr. Kwaje Lasu, President of ESSCA-USA also
welcomed the participants to the conference and thanked them for showing
concern about Equatoria by taking the time to discuss the pertinent issues facing
Equatorians in South Sudan and in the Diaspora.

Dr. John Akec Khoc South Sudan Ambassador to the United States delivered the
opening speech. He was introduced and welcomed to the podium by Professor
Sam Laki. Ambassador Khoc began his speech by conveying greetings from the
Government of South Sudan and that he was happy to see the Equatorians in
the United States gathered to discuss issues that face South Sudanese and how
to develop the nascent nation. He provided possible ways through which the
Diaspora can go home to contribute to the development of the homeland. One of
the ways is through the USAID program, implemented after the signing of the
Comprehensive peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005, which encouraged people to
visit the homeland for three months to help in the reconstruction efforts. However,
according to him this program was not successful because the information was
not well publicized and shared by many people. He further encouraged people to
compile statistical data of all those in the Diaspora. This will help the government
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in South Sudan know the number of those in the Diaspora and what skills they
have that would be of benefit to the new nation. The Ambassador acknowledged
the role and strength of ESSCA-USA and proposed that ESSCA-USA should
explore the possibility of organizing a gathering that brings together other South
Sudanese communities to discuss issues of common interests.

Ambassador Francis Nazario, the South Sudanese Ambassador to the United
Nations delivered the keynote address of day one. He was introduced and
welcomed to the podium by Jobickson Modi, ESSCA-USA’s Board of Directors
Chairman. Ambassador Francis Nazario commended the unity Equatorians show
by coming together for such a conference and noted that this is the first step in
realizing a united South Sudan. The Ambassador noted that as South Sudanese
struggled through the civil war to attain their freedom and independence, so
must they struggle to build and develop South Sudan as well. He said that
the government continues to resolve post-independence challenges such as
consolidating our relationship with Sudan, establishing internal security, and
establishing the capacities of the government. As for civilians and particularly

Dominic Surur (left) and Daud Repent (right) presenting during the youth panel at the 12th ESSCA-USA
annual conference in Greensboro, North Carolina; September 2012.
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the Diaspora, the Ambassador remarked they have special role to help achieve
economic independence and self-sufficiency. He invites the Diaspora to leverage
the knowledge acquired in the west to develop farms and produce food, establish
the private sector, and build hospitals in South Sudan.

Dr. David Bassiouni, UNICEF Humanitarian Coordinator and CEO of The
Bassiouni Group made a presentation titled South Sudan at Omne: Challenges,
Achievements, and the Way Forward. Dr. Abanki Hino introduced and moderated
the presentation. Dr. Bassiouni presentation was a reflection on how far South
Sudan has come since 2005 and what has been done since independence on July
9, 2011. He started his presentation by posing the question: “Why do you want
Equatoria to be strong?” Answering the question, he argued that “you need
Equatoria to be strong so that our country could be stronger in order to realize
our dreams for a strong, peaceful and prosperous sovereign South Sudan.” The
presentation provided a broader view about the state of affairs in South Sudan;
the achievements attained as a country; the challenges ahead; what Equatoria
has to offer; and suggestions on the way forward. According to him, all the
challenges in South Sudan are shared responsibilities of all South Sudanese.

Delegates and some ESSCA-USA Executive members at the 12th ESSCA-USA annual conference in
Greensboro, North Carolina; September 2012.
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Some of the achievements of South Sudan one year later he outlined include:
creation of government structure; a democratically elected government; writing
and passing of Transitional Constitution; South Sudan became a member of
United Nations (UN), and other regional and international organizations. As for
the challenges, he noted the outstanding post-independent issues, such as border,
oil, Abyei, nationality, the linking of negotiations with security concerns, etc.;
good governance including rule of law, justice, and human rights; security issues
in Jonglei and other parts of the country; transparency and accountability issue,
and the impact of humanitarian crisis on development efforts; and lack of basic
service provision, among others. A key take-away from the presentation was and
as Dr. Bassiouni put it, “we are a fledgling new nation and although there is great
pressure for us to go from baby steps to sprinting, we must not lose sight of setting
a solid base for creating and building a unified nation, promoting a diversified
economy, establishing good governance, and providing security and the basics
of life and development to the majority of the long-suffering citizens of South
Sudan. We have enormous challenges ahead of us but even greater opportunities
because, at the end of the day, we are in a unique situation of looking at all of the
good and bad examples in nation building in Africa and going with the best.”

In the panel on Strengthening women’s collective action for better Equatoria, the
panelists Sunday Taabu Chairperson, ESSCA North Carolina, and Dr. Jane Kani
Edward, ESSCA-USA’s Secretary of Women and Youth Affairs discussed strategies
for strengthening women’s collective actions for better Equatoria. According
to the panelists, women in South Sudan in general and Greater Equatoria in
particular, are not a homogenous group. Rather they are differentiated based on
their ethnicity, region, religion, social status, educational level, and other forms of
social difference. However, despite these differences, there are common societal
and cultural aspects that bind and affect women similarly regardless of their
diversity.

A panel on the Challenges Facing Equatorian Youth in America was led by Dominic
Surur and Daud Repent and moderated by Dr. Jane Kani Edward. The two
panelists discussed the main challenges facing Equatoria youth in the United
States. Some of the challenges outlined include: stresses of life in America that
some youth are experiencing; miscommunication between youth and adults
or their parents; issues of HIV/AIDS and other Sexually Transmitted Diseases
(STDs); negative media representation of South Sudan which negatively impact
youth’s attitudes in Diaspora toward South Sudan; disconnect between parents
and children which can be attributed partly to parents” work schedules; lack of
parental and community involvement in the lives of children and the youth; the
clash of American and South Sudanese cultures and how it affects youth choices
in life.
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Mr. Kawunda Mogga, member of founding ESSCA-USA Board of Directors at the 12th ESSCA-USA annual
conference in Greensboro, North Carolina; September 2012.

Three panels discussed issues facing South Sudan. The first panel led by John
Omunu and Justin Laku and moderated by Dr. Henry Lejukole discussed
Working together for a united and Stronger Equatoria. The second panel led by
Dr. Henry Lejukole and Justin Laku, moderated by Benaiah Duku addressed
Security Concerns in Greater Equatoria. Some of the topics addressed include the
domination of all security checkpoints, Immigration Office, Police Investigative
Units, and other security organs in Equatoria by Dinka ethnic group which
threatens the security situation in Equatoria. Furthermore, the discriminatory
immigration policies toward certain ethnicities in Equatoria that cast them
as foreigners, especially when applying for government documents such as
nationality, passports and other documents, and their impact on Equatorians
were also discussed. Other issues of concern also included the culture of hostility
and ‘tribal’ loyalty, causes of insecurity, and lawlessness in the country, were
discussed. It was emphasized that cattle rustling, and land ownership disputes
are some of the causes of violence in South Sudan. The panelists suggested some
solutions including recognition of ‘tribal’ land holding and seeking of permanent
solutions to grazing problems in South Sudan. The panelist of the third panel
Ercoph Bongomin presented a paper on the “recent experience, future challenges
and role of Equatorians in South Sudan,” during which he led an engaging
exchange with the audience.
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Due to a very tight schedule Governor of Western Equatoria, H.E. Bangasi Joseph
Bakosoro arrived at the conference in the afternoon of the conference. He was
welcomed with a standing ovation, dance, and ululations. Shortly after that he
delivered the Keynote address. The Governor thanked and congratulated ESSCA-
USA’s leadership for organizing the conference and for inviting him to speak at
the conference. He briefed the attendees about the health status of H.E. Clement
Wani Konga, Governor of Central Equatoria State (CES) noting the improvement
of his health. He further noted that the Governor of Eastern Equatoria State
(EES) could not come due to the economic austerity measures implemented in
the country.

Prior to closing of the conference, ESSCA-USA’s bylaws amendment was
unanimously passed. Among the key provisions passed were the extension of the
term in office of the Executive Officers from two to three years and the adoption
of a $24 a year or $2 a month membership fee.*®

Thirteenth Annual Conference

The Equatorian Diaspora in the United States met on August 31st to September
1st, 2013, in Lansing, Michigan, for the thirteenth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference
under the theme Empowering and Investing in Equatorian Youth. During the meeting:

e ESSCA-USA called for the unconditional release of Peter Abdulrahman
Sule.

e The participants urged the Parliament to enact laws that will change the
living conditions of the people of South Sudan who have not seen good
roads, schools, hospital, and institutions of learning, etc.

e ESSCA-USA leadership implored the President and Parliament to address
the deteriorating security situation that is affecting the people of Jonglei
state and some residents of Juba town.

e Conference attendees commended President Salva Kiir Mayardit for the
appointment of Hon. James Wani Igga as the Vice President of the Republic
of South Sudan.

e Theattendeesfurther commended President Salva Kiir Mayardit for offering
amnesty to leaders of various rebel groups in Upper Nile and Jonglei state.
However, Equatorians in the Diaspora expressed concern with the fate of
Peter Abdulrahman Sule who has been in detention for quite a long time.

% See the 12th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference Narrative Report, Greensborough, North
Carolina, 2012.
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Fourteenth Annual Conference

The ESSCA-USA fourteenth Annual Conference was held in Des Moines, Iowa,
August 30th — 31st, 2014 under the theme: Equatoria: Beacon of Hope for Sustainable
Peace and Progress in South Sudan. Over four hundred people from the United States
and Canada attended the conference with visitors from South Sudan, East Africa,
Europe, and Australia. Several sessions were dedicated to the past, present, and
future role Equatorians can play in shaping the future of South Sudan especially
in light of the current crisis in the country. Throughout the conference presenters
emphasized the need for Equatorians to be a role model in resolving the ongoing
conflict in South Sudan.

The keynote speaker of the conference, Dr. David Bassiouni began his presentation
by appreciating the South Sudanese and Equatorian leaders for giving us a
country, South Sudan. He discussed how events have shaped the history and
led to the liberation of South Sudan. He believes it is very important to let our
children know of the history that plagued South Sudan and where they fall within
all these occurrences.

According to Dr. Bassiouni, the first annexation of South Sudan occurred
during the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium, that is the joint British and Egyptian
government that ruled the Sudan from 1820-1888. He questioned where South

Some panelists at the podium during the 14th ESSCA-USA annual conference in Des Moines, lowa;
September 2014.
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Sudan would have been if the annexation did not happen in the first place. He
pointed out that the annexation of South Sudan was a very important point in
history because this was the second separation of Sudan, the first being during
the British occupation and the second by the South Sudanese themselves.

Dr. Bassiouni pointed out that the animosity between the northern and southern
Sudanese can be traced back to the Arab slave raids when northern tribes were
contracted by the Arabs to conduct raids in the south. However, before the late
19th century, the Sudanese conflict was not strictly ethnic, between the Arab
north and the African south, but tribal conflict over territory and resources.
Similar fighting occurred all over the African continent and around the world
throughout history.

He went on to talk about the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium government (1899-
1956), the divide and rule policies of the British in Southern Sudan, their “indirect
rule” policies which were made official through the “Southern Policy” document
(1914-1946). Dr. Bassiouni said the tensions and mistrust between the northern
and southern Sudanese that had been building up over decades culminated into
a large-scale armed conflict in the mid-1950s.

The keynote address was followed by a speech by Ladu Gubek. Gubek discussed
his views on a free society. He pointed out that it is always his nascent efforts to

Conference participants during group discussion sessions at the 14th ESSCA-USA annual conference in Des
Moines, lowa; September 2014.
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fight against the idea of white domination as well as black domination. He called
for more care of ESSCA-USA and the South Sudanese and the key to this is unity.
He said Equatorians have a common destiny regardless of tribe, language, and
identity and that rather than using identity as a tool to separate us, we should be
united by our shared identity and he added that Equatoria is not an island but
part of South Sudan. He went on to say that the problem of the South is lack of
nationalism and that the presidency of South Sudan is not the property of Dinka
or Nuer but all 64 tribes. We must fall and rise as one nation.

Inher presentation Dr. Jane Kani Edward presented abrief summary of the political
and military roles of people of Equatoria in the liberation struggles. She defined
who are the Equatorian and provided insights into the sacrifices and contributions
of Equatorians in general and women in particular to the independence of South
Sudan. She pointed out that writings about South Sudanese liberation struggles
are often gendered and ethicized, arguing that women’s participation and their
war stories are rarely featured in public and national debates about the liberation
struggles since the first civil war (1955-1972) and during the second civil war
(1983-2005). The reasons according to Dr. Edward are that the history of South
Sudan liberation struggles is written from a male perspective which emphasizes
the role of men only. Military contribution or combat roles, particularly of men are

Conference participants during group discussion sessions at the 14th ESSCA-USA annual conference in
Des Moines, lowa; September 2014.
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Conference participants during group discussion sessions at the 14th ESSCA-USA annual conference in Des
Moines, lowa; September 2014

glorified. Even worse, the role of women in the home front is not often publicized
in national debates, or historical records.

Dr. Edward emphasized that women’s roles during the 1983-2005 liberation
movement included: mobilization of resources; health care provision; advocacy,
women'’s mobilization, and political organizing; combat; and other supporting
roles; and maintenance of families, traditions, and communities. Dr. Edward
furtherelaborated that the role of women politiciansisemphasized at the detriment
of the sacrifices of ordinary women. The 25% (35% as of 2018) affirmative action
for women representation is women politicians only, while ignoring the efforts
of the 75% of the ordinary women who labored so hard to feed us during the
struggle.

Fr. Mark Opere discussed in depth the issue of security of Equatoria and its
people. He argued that Equatorians should not talk of peace in Equatoria as
if Equatoria is isolated. That Equatoria is part of South Sudan and therefore
insecurity and instability in Equatoria is part of wider problem, for insecurity
in Equatoria is insecurity for the whole country. Fr. Mark argued that to most
peoples” understanding, security always implies military security. When in fact
some of the insecurity issues facing Equatoria are internal problems caused by
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the Equatorian people themselves. For instance, when people die of problems
caused by epidemics, it is because the Equatorian people neglected the health
sector, and that this cannot possibly be attributed to it being a military problem.

For a critical understanding of the causes of insecurity and state fragility in South
Sudan, the conference organizers organized focus group discussions to garner
the viewpoints of the conference participants. The session was moderated by
Dr. Henry Lejukole and Dr. Jane Kani Edward. Dr. Lejukole provided context
on the issues of security and causes of state fragility in South Sudan. He urged
the audiences to do two things: first, to identify the causes of insecurity and
state fragility in South Sudan; and second, to propose 9 strategic solutions to
the problems. The participants of the conference were divided into eighteen (18)
groups and were allowed to deliberate for about 45 minutes. Each group was
asked to nominate a secretary to record their comments. At the end of the 45
minutes, each group presented their viewpoints to the audience.

There were also political presentations by SPLM Member of Parliament Hon
Grace Abalang, the leader of Greater Equatoria Council of Rights (GRECCOR),
Dr. Wani Tombe and the SPLM in Opposition representative Mr. Ukuni Michael.

The general assembly provided feedback on how to best pursue the mission
and objectives of the association. In question-and-answer session, the General
Assembly emphasized the need for ESSCA-USA to channel its programs and
efforts in building the community in North America in addition to the South
Sudan advocacy work it has focused on over the recent years.

During the conclusion of the conference, ESSCA-USA gave out some awards in
two categories, in recognition of groups and individuals for their contribution to
the good of the community. Performing Arts Awards were given to 8 traditional
or cultural dance groups (Madi, Acholi, Bari, Kuku, Pojulu, Lokoya, Didinga and
Zande) and three individual artists: Yaba Angelosi, Dynamq and Sultan Clinton.
Leadership Awards were given to Dr. David Bassiouni and Dr. Sam Laki.

The association also conducted administrative business and elections.* The
elections for the Chairman of the Board of Directors and President of the
association were conducted by the Electoral Committee composed of Jaden
Oriho, Micklina Iboi Kenyi, and Lawrence Becu. For the position of Chairman of
the Board of Directors two candidate submitted their applications, the incumbent
Chairman Jobickson Modi, and Jimmy Mulla. For the position of President five
candidates submitted their applications, the incumbent President Kwaje Lasu,

# See, 14th ESSCA-USA Conference Report, published in 2015 for details.
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Lino Lokonobei, James Omol Lodu, James Okwaramoi, Sabata Ramba, and
Julius Badigo. Each Candidate was given five minutes to campaign and appeal
for votes. For the Chairmanship of the Organization the public was notified
that Jimmy Mulla opted to withdraw his name from the contest days before the
conference. James Omol Lodu, James Okwaramoi, Sabata Ramba, and Julius
Badigo each gave speeches but, in the end, withdraw from the elections. After the
campaign period the remaining candidates answered questions from the public
followed by voting by state delegates. Jobickson Modi was reelected unopposed
as chairman of the Board of Directors. Kwaje Lasu won reelection as the President
by winning the two-way contest with 32 votes against 23 votes for his opponent,
Lino Lokonobei.

Fifteenth Annual Conference

The Equatorian Diaspora in the United States, on September 5th — 6th, 2015
met for the fifteenth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference under the theme Awake
Equatoria, in Louisville, Kentucky. The theme of the conference was touted as
a clarion call for Equatorians to get off the sidelines, organize, and take charge
of their destiny as a people. The conference focused on identifying actions the
community should take to respond to this clarion call.

The welcoming remarks at the opening of the conference was delivered by Ms.
Florence Evanson, President of ESSCA Kentucky, and the opening remarks were
made by ESSCA- USA President Mr. Kwaje Lasu. The major highlights of the first
day of the conference consisted of the Keynote address delivered by Dr. Charles
Bakhiet, followed by a workshop on the theme of the conference assessing the
disadvantaged position Equatorians find themselves in, as it relates to politics,
security, and economic situation in South Sudan. Three breakout sessions were
organized for women, men, and youth to discuss issues of concern to each group.
The second day of the conference kicked off with Sunday prayer services, followed
by ESSCA-USA report on activities of the year, and a workshop on the future of
Equatoria and Equatorians. The day concluded by cultural performance, dinner,
and farewell party.

The conference resolved that ESSCA-USA will take the following actions:*

e Expand and strengthen the relationship with state offices to work closely in
pursuing the vision and mission of ESSCA-USA.

e Foster partnerships with sister Equatorian organizations globally.

% The Resolutions of the 15th ESSCA Annual Conference, Louisville, Kentucky, 2015.
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e Continue its advocacy initiatives and engage the South Sudan government,
the US government, NGOs, Human Rights groups, and other international
organizations on issues related to South Sudan.

e Seek and establish partnerships with leadership development institutes to
train members of the Diaspora.

e Encourage High School and College Students, ages 16 to 21 years old, to
attend ESSCA-USA conferences by offering them a discounted registration
fee.

e Establish a comprehensive Equatoria membership database to effectuate
communication between ESSCA-USA and the community and tailor
appropriate programs that meet the community needs.

* Leadership:

o Support, collaborate, and influence current and potential Equatorian
leaders, in the Diaspora and South Sudan, to lead South Sudan to be
democratic, peaceful, and prosperous nation.

o Encourage and strengthen the unity of Equatorians and establish a
strong network in South Sudan.

o Encourage women to pursue public office and participate in decision
making.

o Encourage women to create networks among themselves in the
Diaspora and with those in the homeland.

o Prepare and train youth to lead in their respective communities; and
participate in local, state, and federal government in the United States
and South Sudan.

* FEducation:

o Establish a scholarship fund for Equatorian students living in the
United States. The number and gender of the recipients will be selected
equally from each of three Equatoria States [namely Central, Eastern
and Western Equatoria].

o Invest in the education of girls and women for a better future and
development of South Sudan.

e Women and Youth:

o Encourage entrepreneurship among women to empower them
economically.
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o ESSCA-USA Women office to organize annual conferences to address
the needs of the women in the United States and to establish linkages
with women groups in South Sudan.

o ESSCA-USA Youth office to organize annual conferences to address
the needs of the youth in the United States and to encourage them to
participate in civic engagements and activities in their states.

o Establish mentorship and internship programs for youth in coordination
with ESSCA state offices.

o Develop after school programs and help centers for elementary, middle,
and high school students.

Sixteenth Annual Conference

The sixteenth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference was held at Banquets of Minnesota
Hall in Minneapolis, Minnesota, from September 3rd — 4th, 2016 under the theme
Equatoria Security and Economic Development.

On day one, the welcoming remarks was made by the President of ESSCA-
MN Mr. Juma Artema and the ESSCA USA President Mr. Kwaje Lasu. The first
presentation of the day was by Dr. Henry Lejukole on the topic Equatorian:
What Role Can We Play in Shaping the Political Landscape of South Sudan. This
was followed by a Message from ESSCA-CA presented by Mr. Joseph Modi then
President of ESSCA-CA and Demonstration Reports from Minnesota, and North
Carolina.

Other important events of day one included three presentations on the following
themes: Financial Concepts to Achieve your American Dream by Mr. George
Heathcote; and South Sudan: Situating Complex Identities by Ms. Gire Jonathan
Jansuk.

Day two of the conference started with a religious service led by Pastor Michael
Kiju. After that, four key topics were presented: Improved Health Services Provision
as basis for Economic Development in Equatoria by Dr. Edward Eremugo Luka;
Women in Action: Building Tomorrow’s Leaders by Rita Martin Lopidia; South Sudan:
The Challenges and Opportunities for Reconciliation, Peace-Building, Security and
Recovery by Dr. David Bassiouni; and a panel on Women'’s Perspectives on Security
and Economic Situation in Equatoria, South Sudan, moderated by Dr. Jane Kani
Edward.*

4 16th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference Program, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 2016.
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Participants at the women’s workshop, during the 17th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference in Atlanta,
Georgia; September 2017.

Seventeenth Annual Conference

The seventeenth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference was held in Atlanta, Georgia,
at the Georgia Piedmont Technical College, from September 2nd - 3rd 2017 under
the theme How Equatorians Can Regain and Sustain Unity at Home and in Diaspora.
The conference was attended by over 251 delegates from across the United
States, Canada, Australia, and South Sudan: and an estimated 70 children and
teenagers. Topics discussed during the conference include causes of disunity
among Equatorians, how to regain and sustain unity, and the role of Equatorian
organizations in Diaspora in addressing the crisis of refugees in neighboring
countries of South Sudan.

Day one of the conference started by opening prayers, welcoming remarks by
the President of ESSCA-Georgia, William Terna, and Opening statement by the
Acting President of ESSCA-USA Dr. Jane Kani Edward. This was followed by the
keynote address titled Why should Equatorians Unite? by Dr. Henry Y. Lejukole.
A panel of political leaders, concurrent workshops of women, men, and youth,
and presentation of recognition awards concluded the first day of the conference.
The political leaders who participated in the panel included Governor Joseph
B. Bakosoro, Chairman of the South Sudan National Movement for Change
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Participants at the women’s workshop, during the 17th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference in Atlanta, Geor-
gia; September 2017.

(SSNMC) and Mr. Augustino Lado Gore representative of the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO) in the United States who shared
their perspectives on the political situation in South Sudan.

In his Keynote address, Dr. Lejukole started by acknowledging the conference
organizers for successfully organizing the conference, and for inviting him to be
a substitute keynote speaker. He further acknowledged the presence of political
leaders and elders, some of whom were not at the conference, but were invited.
He encouraged people to communicate among themselves and pointed out that
unity is a common purpose driven agenda; without a purpose, one cannot talk
of unity. Dr. Lejukole encouraged all Equatorians to reflect on their common
purpose. In his presentation, first, Dr. Lejukole identified the root causes of
the crisis in South Sudan and their effects. He then talked about the power
dynamics and tribal intrigues in South Sudan and their impact on the stability
of the nation. He stated that power in South Sudan is owned by those who
numerically dominate the SPLM/A a self-assumed power center of post-CPA
South Sudan. He urged that the power base is characterized by ethnic affinity,
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ESSCA-USA Presidential Candidates, seated from to left Mr. Lumori De Lokwen, Dr. Jane Kani Edward,
and Mr. James Omol Lodu. Standing, Ms. Agnes Silvestro, former Secretary of Youth Affairs, ESSCA-USA,
during the 17th ESSCA-USA annual conference in Atlanta, Georgia; September 2017.

numerical superiority complex, and domination of the state military and security
apparatus. He added that the taste of power, wealth, greed, and the dream of a
monolithic ethnic hegemony triggered polarization of the power center into a
dual-power base which by nature is not stable. Furthermore, he said the political
rivalry and instability of the dual power base requires the emergence of a third
power base necessary to bring about a balance to ensure sustainable peace and
stability in South Sudan. He concluded by analyzing the need for Equatorians to
unite. Dr. Lejukole noted that the achievement of a power equilibrium in South
Sudan is necessary as it represents the only option that guarantees all people
equality, freedom from fear, freedom from war, and freedom to live their lives in
dignity. That means according to him, Equatorians should not only be reactive to
the effect of war, but should address the causes, and must have a plan that goes
beyond the war. What happens after the war is over is the biggest challenge for
South Sudanese. To achieve sustainable peace and stability it is crucial to heal the
wounds of war, which have created deep-seated animosities among and between
the people of South Sudan. The creation of a new and diverse national defense
force is also crucial to avoid the recurrence of war. Similarly, he added, the issue
of accountability and justice must be taken seriously.

The second day of the conference begun with a Sunday worship service led
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From left to right: moderator of the panel of political leaders Dr. Edward Luka; Governor Joseph B.
Bakosoro, leader of SSNMC; and Mr. Augustino Gore, one of SPLM-IO representatives in the Unit-
ed States, during the 17th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference in Atlanta, Georgia; September 2017.

Conference participants during a men’s workshop at the 17th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference in Atlanta,
Georgia; September 2017.
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by Pastor David Otim, followed by a discussion panel of community leaders,
scholarship award, and presentation of ESSCA-USA administrative reports. The
day concluded by the election of the President and Chairman of the Board of
Directors, and traditional dance performances. A panel of community leaders
including Ms. Stella Marille of North Carolina, Mr. Augustino Lado Gore, and Ms.
Rosemary Lokule of Tennessee, and moderated by Mr. Benaiah N. Duku shared
their perspectives on the challenges facing the community and, suggested ways
of how to promote the unity of Equatorians. They observed that Equatorians are
well-organized at the ethnic/tribal level, but they are unable to translate those
small or ethnic-level organizational efforts into the context of organizing for all
Equatorians. They emphasized the need to work on strengthening the unity of the
whole region. On the promotion of unity, the panelists argued that engaging our
leaders, sensitizing them, and pointing out leaders’ shortcomings, transcending
ethnicity and embracing the Equatorian identity, are some ways of achieving
unity of purpose.

Another important event during the second day of the conference was
presentation of certificates of recognition to five (5) individuals for their enduring
dedication and devotion to ESSCA-USA ideals, representing the three regions
of Equatoria (i.e., Central, Eastern and Western). The awardees included, James
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Conference participants during a youth workshop at the 17th ESSCA-USA annual conference in Atlanta,
Georgia; September 2017.
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Omol Lodu, Agnes Juruwa Hilary, Hon. Agnes Nyoka Lokule, Simon Gimane,
and Alex Lokoka. Dr. Jane Kani Edward and Mr. Jobickson Modi presented the
certificates to the recipients.”” The conference also saw the election of Dr. Jane
Kani Edward (who ran against two other candidates, James Omol Lodu, and
Lumori De Lokwen) as President of ESSCA-USA and, Mr. Jimmy Ociti Otira
(who won unchallenged) as Chairman of the Board of Directors.

The 2017 Conference resolutions are as follows:*

1. On improving the functionality and effectiveness of ESSCA State Offices,
ESSCA-USA:

» To visit all state offices to establish linkages and encourage communities
to organize in order to ensure effectiveness at the state and national
levels.

e To reach out to smaller ethnic groups of Equatoria and encourage them
to organize.

Conference participants during a women’s workshop at the 17th ESSCA-USA annual conference in Atlanta,
Georgia; September 2017.

7 ESSCA-USA 17th Annual Conference, Atlanta, Georgia, September 2-3, 2017 Final Narrative
Report, May 21, 2018, pp. 1-44 for details on the conference proceedings.

¥ ibid
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To identify and implement income generating activities either in
the United States or in South Sudan to support and empower our
communities.

To engage and encourage the participation of youth in ESSCA-USA and
ESSCA-State activities.

To engage in open communication and dialogue, define clear goals,
objectives, and targets, and respect the views and perspectives of
community members.

To mobilize all states leaders to collect monthly membership registration
fee of $2 per individual from their members and submit the funds to
ESSCA-USA to support the association’s operations budget.

To urge all state offices to fulfil their obligations of the annual contribution
of $500 towards ESSCA-USA’s annual conference and to organize fund
raising activities to generate the funds.

To mobilize a nation-wide team of volunteers to assist during ESSCA-
USA’s annual conferences and events.

On sustaining unity and trust among Equatorians:

To commit to act by putting Equatoria first, cherishing the different
ethnic heritages and ideals, and ending ethnic/tribal differences and
fragmentations by promoting the framework of unity in diversity.

To strength the social and political relationships among Equatorians
and protect the integrity of Equatoria by preventing our enemies from
infiltrating our communities and dismantling our unity.

To embark on educating the Equatorian communities about the
importance of staying united, elicit community participationin activities,
and cultivate community’s values.

To restore the culture of dialogue through emphasizing collective goals,
holding leaders accountable, and learning from past mistakes.

To engage in poverty alleviation activities to address the immediate
economic and future needs of our communities.

On issues of peace and development in Equatoria:

To lobby the international community and the US State Department on
issues of peace and development in South Sudan.

To reach out widely to leaders and stakeholders who are interested in
improving the lives of Equatorians affected by the ongoing war and
human tragedy.
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¢ To pursue regular consultations among community members via social
media and other means of communication and to encourage our leaders
to engage in non-divisive politics and to hold them accountable.

* Toinvest in educational activities to improve the lives of children in the
United States and at home.

* To take responsibility to deliver support to refugee camps in Uganda,
including school supplies and first aid kits.

Eighteenth Annual Conference

Held in Omaha, Nebraska on September 1st — 2nd, 2018, the eighteenth ESSCA-
USA Annual Conference under the theme Nurturing Families, Children, and Youth:
The Pathways to Success brought together more than 350 people from the United
State and abroad to deliberate on topics related to the conference theme. The
conference witnessed the presence of prominent Equatorians and other dignitaries.
The Most Revd. Dr. Paul Benjamin Yugusuk, Archbishop of Episcopal Church of
South Sudan, Central Equatoria Internal Province was the keynote speaker. Gen.
Thomas Cirilo Sawka, Leader of the National Salvation Front (NAS) also address
the participants on the second day of the conference. Additionally, a number of
community elders, women and youth attended the conference. The conference
covered various topics including children’s education, youth empowerment, the
role of family and parental involvement in children’s academic achievement,
health provision, the importance of life insurance, death and burial/funeral
arrangement challenges, violence against women and children, life in refugee,
and internally displaced people’s (IDPs) camps.

Day one of the conference started by opening prayers and welcoming remarks
by the President of ESSCA-Nebraska, James Omol Lodu, followed by a word
from Dr. Franklin T. Thomas from the Office of the Mayor of Omaha City,
Nebraska, and opening remarks by the President of ESSCA-USA Dr. Jane Kani
Edward. The keynote address titled “Nurturing Families, Youth, and Children,”
was presented by The Most Rev. Dr. Paul Benjamin Yugusuk, Archbishop of
Episcopal Church of South Sudan, Central Equatoria Internal Province, Juba,
South Sudan. The Archbishop thanked the President of ESSCA-USA and the
Executive for inviting him to the conference. He also thanked Equatorians in the
United States for the warm welcome to Nebraska. Before presenting his keynote
address, the Archbishop presented a gift which is a portrait of an African family
to the President of ESSCA-USA Dr. Jane Kani Edward. He requested the gift to
be open and displayed somewhere at the conference venue during the two days
of the conference for people to reflect on and gain insights on the theme of the
conference. Like the portrait of the African family, the Archbishop said, “today
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we are here as Africans and as Equatorians.” The Archbishop also presented a
gift to James Omol, President of ESSCA-Nebraska.

On nurturing families, children and youth, the Archbishop started by explaining
the background of a family and its responsibilities, followed by analysis on
nurturing children and youth. On the Background of the family, the Archbishop
discussed the institution of marriage from a Biblical perspective, noting that
marriage is an institution established, and ordained by God. Thus, marriage is
a Godly and not a worldly institution. Therefore, to nurture children and youth,
one must first understand the institution of marriage because God instituted
marriage for a reason. The Bishop asserted that “unless we know the reasons
why God established marriage it will be difficult for us to nurture a family, to
raise our children and our youth.” He outlined four reasons for the establishment
of marriage including 1) for everlasting companionship, 2) to gain a helpmate,
emphasizing equality between husband and wife. 3) For multiplication, meaning
people must give birth or bear fruits (“be blessed and be fruitful”) and 4) for
child protection, and not only giving birth. God established marriage in order to
grow society and nations and quoting a verse from the Bible and Surat al Nisa
in the Qur’an, the Archbishop added “and he made from one man every nation
of mankind to live in all the face of the earth having determined their appointed
times and boundaries for their inhabitance.” Therefore, God established marriage
for the creation of Equatoria and South Sudan.

The Archbishop discussed family responsibilities, and the roles and responsibilities
of men and women within the family. He said, without knowing the reasons
and responsibilities of marriage, it becomes difficult to understand the theme
of the conference. How do you nurture, and raise children and youth without
understanding these reasons and responsibilities? The Archbishop first outlined
man’s family responsibilities including first, to provide home for a woman.
“Therefore, shall a man leave his father and mother to build a new home, a society,
and a nation. Home here does not mean house, rather it means to sleep and to
sleep is to bloom.” Second, to provide financial support to his family and wife.
This does not mean that your wife cannot do something. If your wife is working
and providing, you should praise God for that because she is doing something.
Thus, men should not run away and abandon their responsibilities when the
wife is working and make her to shoulder all the family responsibilities. Lastly,
to cherish his wife, meaning to take care dearly, to love his wife like his body, that
is, do to your wife what you do to yourself.

The woman’s responsibilities based on the fact that marriage is God’s institution
are as follows: first, the Bible says the woman has to submit to her own husband
— submission here means not to bow down, it means that each one should respect
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the chain of authority or division of labor within the family. Even a woman has
authority, and men mustrespect that authority. Second, a woman has to be reverent
to her husband and to respect self-denial if she wants the husband to succeed.
Self-respect is the woman’s responsibility. Third, the woman is to be meek and
quiet. That is to be sober despite what is happening in the household. Fourth,
the woman has to be a home keeper — meaning a supervisor, a guider. Lastly,
the woman has to be ambitious — meaning having a drive and determination to
succeed. Indeed, in the United States women work, drive, and do many things.
The work that women do in South Sudan is exemplary as well. They do any
kind of work, such as tea making, selling goods at the market, etc. to support the
family.

On nurturing children, the Archbishop argued that one cannot nurture or raise
children if one does not know their responsibility as a man and a woman together
in a stable family. He noted that life in exile is difficult and exposes children to
many challenges of life. He said, sometimes, as parents, we tell our children to
do what they want — freedom. However, in South Sudan, the recurrent wars,
refugee situation, instability, displacement, etc. expose children to difficulties of
life. He said our children in refugee camps, for instance, have no home, and that
represent one of the difficulties facing children. Certainly, to nurture and raise
our Godly children in an ungodly world is not easy and is terrifying as well.
As such, the best and first place to educate our children is the family. That, “the
home is the first place to raise children, and that, Equatorians should train their
children in accordance with the ways their parents trained or raised them.” Even
though school is important, if parents do not discipline and train their children
at home, they will not be successful in life. Raising our children is not only about
providing for, and schooling them, which is important, but it is also about the
mental and spiritual upbringing and wellbeing of the children. Let children
know that there is God in the family. If there is no God in the family, it will be
challenging to raise children. Parents should dedicate time for their children and
be with them morally and spiritually, which is important for the children’s future.
To raise children in a Godly way does not require the parent to be a Priest, a
Muslim or Christian, but pray and your children will grow up as Godly children.
He encouraged parents to read the Bible and Qur’an at home, noting that, "let
us pray and read the word of God, and in this way, we will be able to bring up
our children in a Godly way.” He cited a research on family and children, which
showed that most families where both parents live together, majority of their
children are more successful. That praying together in a humble way, even by
saying the Grace, or the Lord’s Prayer is helpful. Indeed, the future of children
is in the hands of the parents at home, not at school.” Despite the harsh life in
refugee camps, still parents and the church are nurturing their children he noted.
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He concluded by saluting all the conference attendees and the leaders of ESSCA-
USA, saying “thank you very much, God bless you all Equatorians. I love you so
much and I wish you peace because you are a society and God wants you to be a
society that can make a difference. We want to see Equatoria return to its original
place, we want to see people say no to wrongdoing, we need to have children in
Equatoria. A time will come when Equatoria will lead.”

Several papers were presented on the first day of the conference, as well as panel
discussions. Two panelists who discussed education and academic achievement,
were Lino Yobwan and David Edward Lado. Lino Yobwan discussed the ways
in which an individual’s success in any given society requires hard work and
determination to achieving goals that are impossible. David Lado discussed child
development from early years into adulthood, and the types of changes that occur
during child growth including physical, cognitive, emotional, and social changes.
Hon. Hastin Yowke Roba presented a paper on the impact of war on civilian
population with specific focus on South Sudan and Equatoria in particular. Other
papers presented on day one of the conference included “Compromise for One,”
by youth from Nebraska including Diana Tombe, Jacob Idra, Jada Loro, and
Walter Tombe,* and Health and Wellbeing by Dr. Joseph Dumba and Morris Wani.
ESSCA-USA business reports were presented on the first day of the conference
as well.

Day two of the conference begun with a Sunday worship service led by Archbishop
Paul B. Yugusuk. Several religious leaders, elders and non-Equatorians were in
attendance as well. Gen. Thomas Cirillo Swaka, leader of the National Salvation
Front (NAS) who delivered a rousing speech following the Sunday service. He
shared the stage with Dr. Louis Danga, Mr. Ladu Gubek, and Mr. Robert Luga.
Other members of NAS in the United States were also in attendance. Robert Luga,
Chairman of NAS branch in the US introduced Gen, Cirillo to the audience. Gen.
Cirillo started his speech by thanking the audience and ESSCA-USA leadership,
elders, youth, and children. He greeted them in the name of Jesus Christ and that
of South Sudan and Equatoria.

Gen. Cirillo said it was his first time to see and meet such a big number of
Equatorians in exile since he left South Sudan. He appreciated the leadership of
ESSCA-USA for inviting him and other members of NAS to the conference. He
added “it is so historical and great, because in this time of dilemma, confusion,
and suffering, all of us need to know what is happening in our country.” And that

¥ Information about the Nebraska youth presentation is included in the chapter on ESSCA-USA
engagement with women and youth.
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Some conference participants with Gen. Thomas Cirillo Swaka, and Dr. Louis Danga of National Salvation
Front (NAS), at 18th ESSCA-USA annual conference in Omaha, NE, September 2018.

after all the sacrifices of all people, our ancestors, and fathers, our grandfathers,
and grandmothers, for us to realize our dreams, we achieved our freedom the
day we started to celebrate South Sudan’s independence in 2011. However, at
the time that we started to think about how to repair our lives, develop our
country, and put the foundation of the new nation, suddenly, evil fell into our
country, messed it up, and made us to suffer again until today. He lamented the
big number of Equatorians whom he said are not supposed to be in the US but
at home in South Sudan; a country so beautiful and with everything to make us
live a happy life. Gen. Cirillo talked about the Anyanya one struggle (1955-1972),
and people’s expectation for a better life and to be seen as human beings in then
Sudan, after the signing of the peace agreement in 1972. However, that did not
last, and South Sudanese were forced to stage another revolution for freedom ...
“we fought very hard so that our children will not suffer like us and we achieved
independence in 2011. As most of us know, our brothers and sisters, who claim
to be the liberators of our country, started behaving in [an unjust and dangerous
ways], and that made them to destroy the nation that they claim they fought
for. It was all the senior leaders of the SPLM /A [who created the mess in South
Sudan].”*

50 All the text in the square brackets is either modification of original words of the speaker, or
translation of a word or statement from Arabic to English.
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He explained to the audience why he left the country in 2016 and decided to
struggle again to fight oppression and injustices against South Sudanese. He
said, “if you don’t struggle again, that country is done, and [Equatorians] will
live in exile forever, and our children will perish here [in exile] unless [one]
surrender and become a slave again under our brothers and sisters.” He shared
his experiences during the 21-year SPLM/ A civil war, and the mistreatment and
subjugation of Equatorians by the SPLA, and his fight with SPLA leadership
including Dr. John Garang and Salva Kiir about such injustices and violations of
people’s rights during a meeting of SPLA officers in Rumbek, Southern Sudan in
2004. He noted that “during the [21-year civil] war, [the SPLA] engaged in bad
behavior that did not lead to South Sudanese progress. That is why it took [South
Sudanese] 21 years of war, because of our behavior. During the 21 years of the
liberation, Equatorians were labelled as cowards, and that, they do not know
how to fight, and are useless. And now, there are injustices that are happening in
a very terrible way.”

He narrated to the audience what he told Dr. John Garang in Rumbek in 2004
about the role of Equatorians in the liberation of South Sudan saying, “Equatoria
and its people embraced two revolutions in our country. That, Anyanya one was
started in Equatoria in our great town of Torit on August 18, 1955. Similarly, during
the SPLA period, the revolution started in Bor in 1983, and when it began to
experience many challenges and divisions, Equatoria and Equatorians embraced
the SPLM/ A at its critical moment. Despite all these sacrifices, Equatorians are
seen as bad people. At the time of Riek Machar’s rebellion in 1991, if Equatorians
rebelled, there would have been no SPLM/ A today. However, despite all these, the
people of Equatorian embraced the SPLM / A and revived it again until the country
gained its freedom. So, we are wondering what is happening in the minds of our
brothers and sisters who are now leading the country. He evoked Equatorians’
ancestors such as Chief Ladu Lolik, King Gbuduwe, Daniel Jumi, Marco Rume,
Gen. Batala, and Gen. Tapeng, and many others, and how they struggled against
colonialism, and injustices of the successive governments in Sudan. Despite
their lack of modern weapons and formal education, these leaders fought with
whatever rudimentary weapons they had, for a better future for South Sudanese.
He urged all Equatorians to emulate the examples of these great leaders rather
than do nothing. He said “unless you [Equatorians] are not sons and daughters of
these heroes, [doing nothing] is going to be a serious betrayal to the great history.
He asserted that the people of Equatoria are so great in South Sudan but many
Equatorians still do not know of their greatness. He said if the Equatorians know
of their greatness, it will not take long to achieve their dream. On his request, the
speech by Gen. Cirillo was life-streamed on social media outlets and heard by
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many people in North America, Europe, Australia, and in the African continent.”
The speech was followed by a question-and-answer session.

Following Gen. Thomas Cirillo Swaka’s speech, five panelists presented “on the
analysis of the High-level Revitalization Forum (HLRF) peace process and its
outcome and impact on the people of South Sudan and Equatoria in particular.”
The panelists were Dr. Sam Laki, Dr. Benaiah Yongo-Bure, Benaiah N. Duku,
Micklina Iboi Kenyi, and Helen Lotara. The panel was moderated by Dr. Jane
Kani Edward. Specific issues discussed included displacement and territorial
occupation of certain areas in South Sudan; relationship of South Sudan with
its neighbors and its political and economic implications on the peace process;
the importance of federalism as a popular demand of the people of South Sudan
and to what extent it was addressed by the peace process; the implications of
the 32 states and oil on the peace process; and the role of Troika in the peace
negotiations and what needs to be done to leverage their support in the interest
of the people were also discussed.>

The conference resolved to encourage and promote the participation of youth in
ESSCA-USA programs and activities, in an effort to empower and develop their
leadership skills. It called for the formation of a global Equatorian Think Tank to
write and document the history and experiences of Equatoria and its people both
at home and in the diaspora. The conference also recommended the convening
of a conference of founders and program officers of all Equatorian-based
organizations to familiarize themselves with the work, programs, and activities
of their various organizations to avoid duplication and overlap, and to promote
collaborative activities and initiatives. One key recommendation on the situation
in South Sudan called for ESSCA_USA engagement with Troika, European Union,
and the international community to ensure the peaceful and expedited resolution
of the crisis in the country, as well as to lobby the US administration to continue
its support for the cause of the people of South Sudan.”

Nineteenth ESSCA-USA Conference

Held in Dallas, Texas on August 31 — September 1, 2019, the theme of the
nineteenth ESSCA-USA Annual Conference was Going Forward Together: The Role

51 This is a summary of the transcript of Gen. Thomas Cirillo Swaka’s audio recording of his
speech, delivered on the second day of the conference, Omaha, Nebraska, September 2018.

52 The United States South Sudanese Academics and Professionals (USSSAP) organized this
panel. The Coordinator of the group is Dr. Henry Y. Lejukole.

% Conference Resolutions, 18th ESSCA-USA Annual Conference, Omaha, Nebraska, 2018.
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Mr. Martin Abucha, former president of ESSCA-USA and member of SPLM-I0 delegation to the ESS-
CA-USA conference in Dallas, Texas, September 2019.

of Elders and Youth in our Community. The conference brought together delegates
from across the United States, Canada, and South Sudan who deliberated on
intergenerational relationships among Equatorians in the United States, and in
particular relations between ESSCA-USA and Youth, on one hand, and parents/
adults and children/youth on the other. The delegates further proposed strategies
for harmonizing the competing and different viewpoints and expectations. Some
of the topics addressed include:

How to promote youth involvement in the activities and programs of
ESSCA-USA, ESSCA-State, and community-based organizations.

How to promote sociocultural awareness, understanding, and building of
bridges between youth and adults.
The importance of parental involvement in children’s life, and education.

In what ways are youth and adults adjusting and integrating into the
American mainstream society.

The causes of domestic violence among Equatorians, and what should be
done to address the situation.

How to cultivate and enrich good interaction between husband and wife to
ensure healthy relationship and family wellbeing.
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Some of the dignitaries and elders at the conference included Ambassador HE.
Philip Jada Natana, South Sudan Ambassador to the United States, Laila David
Taba Lasu, Chairman of the Pojulu Community in Uganda, Gen. Albiros Yata,
SPLM-IO representative, Rev. Dr. Thomas Lubari from South Sudan, Prof. Benaiah
Yongo-Bure, from the state of Michigan, Mr. Michael Lupai, from Washington
DC, Mr. Benaiah Duku, from the State of Maryland, Dr. Henry Lejukole, from
the State of Iowa, Mr. Galdino Sebit, and Mr. Lawrence Mogga, from the State of
Texas, Mr. Michael A. Elikana, from the State of Missouri, Anoria Kaka, Deputy
Chair ESSCA-Canada, Gen. Martin Abucha, SPLM-IO representative, Regina G.
Sebit from the State of Texas, Agnes Hassan, from the state of California, and Dr.
Jane Abucha, from the State of Arizona, among many others.

Day one of the conference started by an opening prayer and the recitation of the
national anthems of South Sudan and the United States, respectively. Charles
Enosa, Interim President of ESSCA-Texas delivered the welcoming remarks,
followed by opening remarks by Dr. Jane K. Edward, President of ESSCA-
USA who emphasized the unity of Equatorians, the promotion of collaboration
between state offices and the national office.

HE. Philip Jada Natana, Ambassador of South Sudan to the United States
delivered a message to the conference audience as well. The Ambassador began
by thanking the president of ESSCA-USA and the Executive and all those who
contributed over the years to make the organization a reality. He appreciated
ESSCA-USA leadership for inviting him to participate at the conference,
saying he is humbled to be among the audience, first as an Equatorian and as a
representative of the government of South Sudan in the United States of America.
That, as a government representative in the United States, he has attended
many community events, and looking at the ESSCA-USA conference attendees,
he noted that the association is doing a great job, despite the challenges being
faced by the association. That, the association should be proud of the number of
people it brought together from across the United States and beyond. As such, he
encouraged the audience to give credit to the leadership of Dr. Jane Kani Edward
and applaud her for the hard work.

He noted that, when he first came to the United States in 2018, one of the tasks
he took upon himself is to reach out to South Sudanese in the United States.
The main reason was to learn “how we can come together, to not only bring
our country back together, but to bring our people back as one so that we can
do what everyone can do for their country.” Additionally, he wanted to find out
“what are some of the problems dividing South Sudanese in the United States
and whether these problems are similar to those existing in South Sudan or
are they related to the Diaspora specifically.” Consequently, he did not hesitate
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to attend any event organized by various South Sudanese communities in the
United States. Although he was invited to another event in Virginia, he decided to
come to ESSCA-USA conference because the first invitation he received was from
ESSCA-USA leadership. Thus, he delegated other embassy officials to attend the
event in Virginia, on his behalf, arguing that he had to attend the ESSCA-USA
conference to avoid being blame by some people who might think that he is not
interested in attending Equatorian events while attending those organized by
other communities.

According to the Ambassador, “Going forward Together: the Role of Youth and
Elders in the Community,” is not only timely, but a central theme for South
Sudanese. Looking at ourselves as communities or as families, indeed, one can
say a gap exist between the older generation and the youth, which is widening,
not only because of age differences, but also because of different practices,
perceptions about the category of youth, and where we come from. He elaborated
that, there is a tendency among some individuals who are in their forties or
approaching fifties, but still view themselves and act as youth, while resisting old
age. Certainly, this attitude creates problems especially with the youth who are
“youth in a real sense of the word.” As such, discussion about intergenerational
relations as reflected in the theme of the conference is timely. That, adults need to
recognize and appreciate their relationship with the youth, arguing that majority
of the youth are born and raised in the United States and are not exposed to the
socio-cultural practices that shaped their parents’ lives who came to America as
adults. He said the youth are not familiar with the extended familial relationships
that exist in South Sudan, that is why it is important that parents bring the youth
to such gatherings so that they learn and know where they came from. He
commended the leadership of ESSCA-USA for choosing a theme, which is not
only timely and relevant, but central to the future of the Equatorian community.

The Ambassador further emphasized the fact that the Embassy of South Sudan
in the United States, is South Sudanese Embassy, it belongs to all. That, “there
is a tendency among some of us, due to the problems [ethnic divisions in South
Sudan, which are normal], who shy away from the Embassy and the services it
offers, which are, by the way your right.” That South Sudanese in the United
States voted during the South Sudan referendum and created South Sudan. “So
why hinder yourselves from the services that are provided by the institutions
you set up to serve you?” That, sometimes he “gets a little bit sad that, we have
unfortunate and tragic instances happening here in the United States, such
as arrest, or death” of community members, etc. However, people are always
unwilling to reach out to the Embassy directly for any support. He emphasized
that, “all the services at the Embassy are your right as South Sudanese. These
services are not privileges, but your right, and you need to claim them.”
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Left to right: Juma Joshua, Jimmy Ochiti Otera, Dr. Jane Kani Edward, and Lumori DeLokwen; election
candidates for Chair of the Board and President in Dallas, Texas, September 2019

In conclusion, the Ambassador wished the audience a successful conference. He
appreciated the opportunity given to him to speak to the conference attendees
as a South Sudan Ambassador to the United States. That, he participated at the
conference not as an Ambassador, but as an Equatorian. He urged Equatorians to
take themselves seriously and contribute in their small corner, so that they will be
able to contribute into that which belongs to us all. He hoped that the conference
come up with resolutions that “are of benefit not only to Equatoria but the whole
of South Sudan as a country.”

In keeping with its emphasis on the central role of youth in the activities and
future of the association, the keynote address on the first day of the conference
was delivered by Julia Gildo, a youth from the state of Michigan. Titled Why
is Health and Wellness Important, the keynote address provided valuable health
information to those in attendance. The paper emphasized holistic self-care
including physical, social, mental, spiritual, and emotional wellbeing. To continue
the discussion on health, Morris Wani a health profession and President of ESSCA-
North Carolina presented a paper titled Digestive Health and Metabolic Stressors.
The paper provided valuable and timely information on the causes of common

ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present [ 99|



Annual General Meetings and Conferences

Conference participants at ESSCA-USA 19th Annual Conference on August 31st - September 1st, 2019 at
the Hurst Conference Center in Dallas, Texas.

digestive or metabolic disorders to the conference attendees. That, metabolic
stressors are common forms of disorders that affect millions of Americans. Some
of these diseases or disorders cause inflammation of the pancreas (resulting from
excessive alcohol consumption), cirrhosis of the liver and peptic ulcers that may
cause Gastrointestinal (GI) bleeding. The presentation emphasized the need to
that now about the risks of GI disorders, and to recognize the importance of
digestive health, and that being proactive on one’s health are valuable practices
to leading a healthy life.

Laila David Taban Lasu, the President of the Pojulu community in Uganda,
who traveled from Africa to attend the conference also addressed the audience
on the first day of the conference. He thanked the leadership of ESSCA-USA,
and discussed the challenges facing Equatorian communities, including social,
cultural awareness, education, domestic violence, insecurity in Equatoria, and
health problems. He also called for action and the unity of Equatorians both in
South Sudan and in the Diaspora.

Other important panels on day one included a panel by members of the youth
group in Texas, Agnes Sisto and Ruta Winnie Lako. Their presentation titled
Mental Health: A South Sudanese Problem, explained the different signs and
symptoms of mental health, why people should care about mental health, how to
identify mental health symptoms, and the steps needed to address mental health
problem. The presentation was timely and very informative and certainly, many
conference attendees learned a lot from it.
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The day concluded by an open discussion session aimed at providing a forum
for the general assembly to ask questions and hear answers from members of the
Executive and Board of Directors. Some of the questions raised revolved around
the following issues: ESSCA-USA outreach to state offices and the community,
grant writing, projects achieved by the association, how to transform ESSCA-
USA leaders, follow up by the association on projects proposed in the past,
implementation of resolutions of previous conferences, the numbers of states
that are organized, why ESSCA-USA does not have a physical office, what did
ESSCA-USA achieve in the last eighteen years; how to avoid the repeat of what
happened in Texas (whereby a group of Equatorians in Dallas, TX convened a
parallel conference to that of ESSCA-USA), lack of representation of Western
Equatoria State in ESSCA-USA leadership, whether states are reporting to the
main office, financial expenditure, membership dues, and so on. Due to time
constrain only some of the questions were answered.

Day two of the conference started with songs of praises and opening prayers.
Major events on the second day of the conference, included a message from Gen.
Martin Abucha of the SPLM-IO who came from Juba, South Sudan. He recognized
and thanked the President of ESSCA-USA, Dr. Jane Kani Edward, the Board Chair,
and all those who served, for their work of keeping ESSCA-USA functioning. He
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Media Wall at ESSCA-USA 19th Annual Conference on August 31st - September 1st, 2019 at the Hurst
conference Center in Dallas, Texas.
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remarked that, many who served as ESSCA-USA officers including himself often
forget about ESSCA-USA once they leave office. The second group of people he
appreciated are those who have never held office in ESSCA-USA but continue to
contribute their time to keep the organization alive.

Gen. Abucha updated the audience on political developments in South Sudan,
and in particular, the state of implementation of the revitalized peace agreement
of 2018. He noted that the eight months of pre-transitional period passed
without major accomplishments, particularly on the security sector. However, he
explained progress on the political sector provision including:

1. The incorporation of the revitalized peace agreement into the South Sudan
transitional constitution of 2011 and its submission to parliament, and it is
expected to be passed.

2. Amendment of six security laws including the SPLA Act, the National
Security Act, the Police Act, the Prisons Act, the Wildlife Act, and the Fire
Brigade Act (the first of its kind in South Sudan). With the exception of
the National Security Act, which is still under review, the other five Acts
are amended to conform to the peace agreement as well as to most of the
international conventions, such as the Human Rights Convention, etc.

On the six-month extension of the pre-transitional period May 12 to November
12, 2019, Gen. Abucha argued that the extension was necessary for the
implementation of the security arrangements. That, without the implementation
of the security arrangement there will be no future for South Sudan. Gen. Abucha
reminded the audience that South Sudan should not act alone, but within the
context of the international community. That, for South Sudan to get support from
the international community, leaders must conform to some of the international
norms.

A panel on Community, youth and adult engagement was held on the second day of
the conference. Two incredible panelists Hon. Hastin Yokwe Roba, and Rev. Dr.
Thomas Lubari presented very important papers. Hastin Yokwe Roba presented
a paper titled Unity of Equatorians from Historical Perspectives, which emphasized
the need to maintain the name Equatoria as “our identity, nation, and territory, a
designation that is indispensable.” Rev. Dr. Thomas Lubari’s paper titled The Role
of Elders and Youth: Promoting Youth Involvement in the Activities and Programs of
ESSCA-USA, and ESSCA-States as a CBO, was not only timely, but also relevant to
the theme of the conference. Indeed, the paper provided strategies for promoting
youth involvement in the programs of the association both in the Diaspora and
in the homeland.

Dr.Henry Lejukole presented the findings and draft publication of the association’s
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history, written by the ESSCA-USA History Project Taskforce. Despite the limited
time allocated to him, he was able to outline the content of the publication
and briefly talk about the formative years or founding of the association and
he emphasized the importance of documenting the history of the ESSCA-USA.
Additionally, Dr. Lejukole shared with the audience his perspective on issues

affecting minority groups in South Sudan and he explained the emergence of the
South Sudan Minorities Association (SSMA), which he helped found.

As an election year, the day concluded by election of Dr. Jane Kani Edward for a
second term as President of ESSCA-USA, and Jimmy Ociti Otira, as Chair of the
Board of Directors for a second term as well. Other candidates who contested
were Lumori DeLokwen, and Juma Joshua for President, and Chair of the Board
of Directors, respectively.

The conference adopted the following resolution:*

e Amendment of the ESSCA-USA bylaws to give the hosting state 30%, and
ESSCA-USA to keep 70% of the conference surplus funds, to enable the
hosting state to implement its programs.

e Enhancement of leadership transition to the younger generation, through
empowering youth, sensitization, and promotion of youth involvement in
the association’s activities and programs at the national and state levels
and strengthen youth participation in policy making both in Diaspora, and
in South Sudan.

* Ensure that Equatorians recognize their shared history and oneness as a
nation that transcends their ethnic and regional divide; and to strengthen
Equatorian unity in the United States as a model to be replicated back home
and in other parts of the world. Assess and identify internal and external
factors that threaten Equatoria and its people and explore mechanisms
that foster unity of purpose among Equatorians in the United States and in
South Sudan to ensure the idea of Equatoria as “One Nation.”

e Discover Equatorians in the southern border of the United States (South
America), and build partnerships with multiple organizations for greater
effectiveness of ESSCA-USA.

e Shift the activities of ESSCA-USA from organizing annual conferences only
to action-oriented association.

e Strengthen the ties that bind parents and children or youth and adults in

5 Equatorian South Sudanese Community Association-USA (ESSCA-USA) ESSCA-USA
19thAnnual Conference 2019 Dallas, Texas (USA) Conference Resolutions.
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order to forge collaboration, maintain good interpersonal relationships, and
open up channels of communications between generations, which will lead
to reduction of stressors of life, suicide tendencies, health related problems,
and other causes of mental health issues.

e Promote, and continue engaging with ESSCA-state offices, and leaders of
community and faith-based institutions in the United States, through state
visits, bimonthly teleconference meetings, etc. to learn about state of affairs
of these entities, and collectively address the needs of Equatorians in the
United States, refugee camps and South Sudan.

e Empower women and families through organizing annual women’s
conferences that address the needs and concerns of women and families in
the United States.

Conclusion

Over the years, ESSCA-USA organized Annual General Meetings and Conferences
as the hallmark and culmination of its yearly activities in the United States.
These conferences became the go-to meeting that brings together the Equatorian
Diaspora for deeper discussions on many topics that affect them both at home and
in the Diaspora. From the raging war in South Sudan, through the negotiation of
the Comprehensive Peace Agreementin 2005, and the referendum and emergence
of South Sudan as a sovereign nation in 2011, ESSCA-USA played a leading role
in mobilizing the sons and daughters of Equatoria around these causes with far
reaching consequences. ESSCA-USA also saw the transfer of leadership over the
years through a process of open elections, which demonstrated good leadership
and maturity.
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