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Chapter One
Founding of ESSCA-USA

Introduction

As indicated in the introduction, major resettlement of Equatorians among other 
South Sudanese in the United States started in the mid-1990s. The protracted 
Sudanese civil war between the Sudan People’s Liberation Army/Movement 
(SPLA/M) and the government of the Republic of the Sudan which lasted from 
1983 to 2005, unleashed massive displacement of what were then Southern 
Sudanese, both internally and to neighboring countries like Uganda, Kenya, 
Ethiopia, Egypt, and Democratic Republic of Congo. From these countries, many 
people gained the opportunity for resettlement in the United States of America, 
Canada, Australia, and some Europe countries. Before the wave of resettlement, 
the presence of South Sudanese in the United States can be traced mainly to 
graduate students and a few immigrants. Today, Equatorian South Sudanese 
have become a significant and permanent component of the diverse racial, ethnic, 
social, and cultural fabric that makeup the American identity. 

Birth of Equatoria Community in Minnesota13

With people comes the tendency to identify with or belong to a social group or 
community where bonds of relationship, common interests, and the wellbeing of 
the community is cherished and supported. The resettlement of South Sudanese in 
many urban areas of the United States led to the emergence of the first organized 
Equatorian Community in America as early as 1995. This was in the twin cities 
of Minneapolis and St. Paul in Minnesota. It followed an accidental meeting at a 
social gathering of Habib Yotoma who migrated to the United States by way of 
West Africa and Leeka Gwanganalie who came to the US for his studies in Duluth, 
Minnesota. The duo was soon joined by John Mena Joshua who lived in Ethiopia 
for many years before being resettled in the US and before long, the three friends 
had mobilized nearly a dozen Equatorians for a meeting at the house of Rose Kara 
Atoo on October 22, 1995. The meeting was for the purpose of getting to know 

13  Compiled from minutes of meetings and association constitution supplied by Leeka                  
Gwanganalie, and information gathered from oral narrative by John Mena, Leeka Gwanganalie, 
Lado Gubek, and Jimmy Jame Duku by Henry Lejukole.
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each other and was attended by Amono A. Henry, John Mena Joshua, Michael 
B. Tomboro, Habib Yotoma, Peter Matayo, Richard Aluma, Obede Dedi Matayo, 
John Kamsin, Lawrence Kenyi Noel, Rose Kara Atoo and Leeka Gwanganalie. 
The group talked about how to organize itself and help each other and with this, 
the first initiative to organize the Equatorian Community in the US was seeded. 
The Minnesota group met for a second time under the chairmanship of Habib 
Yotoma on November 17, 1995 with the attendance a little more than during the 
first meeting. They deliberated on why they should be organized and what the 
name of the organization should be. The group agreed that being organized would 
enable them to be united and help each other with things like transportation, 
financial needs or other economic or social issues that may arise as well as sharing 
of information on developments back home and locally. Several names for the 
community organization were floated including Equatoria; South Sudanese 
Association; Imatong; Equatoria Community; etc. The choice of a name proved 
difficult as the group was concerned that use of the name Equatoria may alienate 
them from their fellow Sudanese. The group however agreed the membership of 
their community organization should be limited to only Equatorians in the Twin 
Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul.
On Saturday November 25, 1995, thirteen members of the group met at the 
house of John Mena Joshua to deliberate on the issue of the name, office bearers, 
membership dues, and other pertinent matters. It was agreed in the meeting that 
the leadership of the organization should consist of a Chairperson, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Public Relations Officer, and Logistics Officer and that the Chairperson 
would hold office for 3 months. They elected Habib Yotoma as Chairman; Leeka 
Gwanganalie, Secretary; John Mena Joshua, Treasurer; John Kamsin, Public 
Relations Officer; and Lawrence Kenyi Noel as Logistics Officer. In the meeting, 
the names Nyakuron, Imatong, Jumaa, Supiri, and The People were proposed for 
the organization. The names Jumaa and Supiri were dropped from the list and 
the other three were put on vote and The People was unanimously adopted as 
the name of the Equatorian Community Organization. Preliminary suggestion 
regarding membership dues was that the leaders pay $20 (US Twenty Dollars) 
per month, ordinary members pay $15 (US Fifteen Dollars) per month, and each 
member should pay an annual registration fee of $5 (US Five Dollars). 
In subsequent meetings of the organization on December 16, and 31, 1995 
respectively, the group deliberated on the role of the officers of the organization; 
how best to serve the people; communication with other Sudanese; finances; and 
membership dues. The executive was tasked with writing a constitution and the 
group decided the registration and membership fee per person would be $10 (US 
Ten Dollars) per year and $5 (US Five Dollars) per month, respectively. It was 
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also decided that the leadership group should meet twice a month. The People’s 
constitution14 was subsequently written and ratified by the General Assembly 
on July 20, 1996. The constitution defined the membership of “The People” as all 
Equatorians and blood related Equatorians. In the process of incorporating the 
community organization with the State of Minnesota as a Non-Profit Charitable 
Organization in 1998, the leadership was informed by the state authorities that the 
name The People was already taken by another corporation no longer available 
for use by another organization. This prompted the group to adopt the use of the 
name Equatorian Community. 
The founding group of the Equatorian Community in Minnesota was in office for 
about two years. At the end of 1997, Leeka Gwanganalie was elected as the new 
Chairman of the Community and Hakim Lado, Secretary General; Peter Matayo, 
Secretary of Finance; Richard Aluma, Secretary of Information; and Peter Porogo, 
Trustee. By this time, the term of office was changed to one year and in 1999, 
Habib Yotoma was again re-elected into office as Chairman and Patrick Sabuni as 
Vice Chairman. Hakim Lado was Secretary General; John Mena Joshua, Secretary 
of Finance; Christopher Awiyo, Assistant Secretary of Finance; Jackson John, 
Secretary of Information; and John Inyani as Trustee. In August 2000, Ladu Gubek 
was elected Chairman of the Association. Other members of his team included 
John Mena Joshua as Vice chairman; Lu’bakare LoMatayo, Secretary General; 
Alfred Amu’da, Secretary for Information; and Christopher Awiyo; Secretary 
of Finance. A Committee for Women Affairs was also formed led by Victoria 
Kitap as Chairwoman; Dorris Yotoma, Vice Chair; Josephine Kenyi, Secretary; 
and Catherine Richards, Secretary of Finance. The existence of the organized 
Equatorian Community in Minnesota did not go unnoticed and the model began 
to influence the thinking of Equatorians in the neighboring states.

Formative years of ESSCA in the greater Midwest

Things were hot in the war theater in South Sudan in 1990’s and the early years 
of the new millennium. The Equatorians in the Diaspora at the time felt the need 
to assist their fellow Equatorians in the liberation struggle in the Sudan and the 
displaced children and students in Uganda.  This contributed to the impetus for 
the Equatorians in the US getting organized. Following the lead of Minnesota, the 
Equatorians in Kansas City, Missouri became the second community to organize 
around May 2000 under the name Equatorian Family. Their leadership team 
consisted of Michael Abate Elkana as Chairman; Samuel Yoyo, Secretary General; 

14  The People’s Constitution (Appendix 1).
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Clement Toke, Vice Chairman; Regina Poni Jacob, Secretary for Social Affairs; 
Moses Duku (Lumayat), Secretary for Information; and Lucy Kitoi Lomodong 
was tasked with writing the constitution of the organization. In July 2000, the 
Equatorians in South Dakota also met and formed the Equatorian Community 
Association of South Dakota (ECA-SD) under the leadership of Noel Lubang 
Barnaba as Chairman; Julius Tona, Secretary General; Peter Aluma, Secretary of 
Finance; Hakim Beki, Secretary of Information; and Mary Wani, Secretary for 
Women Affairs. The three states of Minnesota, Missouri and South Dakota became 
instrumental in advancing the organization of the Equatorian community in the 
Midwest.
In April 2002, Wani Igga visited the United States as part of SPLM/A high level 
delegation to meet with officials of the US Government following the merger 
of the SPLM led by Dr. John Garang and South Sudan Peoples’ Defense Force 
(SSPDF) led by Dr. Riek Machar. Moses Duku (Lumayat), George Oromo and 
others arranged for Wani Igga to visit with the Equatorians in Des Moines, 
Iowa on April 13, 2002. Many Equatorians from the Midwest states attended the 
meeting. In the meeting, James Wani Igga called for the Equatorians in the United 
States to get united and organized. The leaders of the community from South 
Dakota offered to host a follow up meeting of representatives of the Midwest 
states in response to the call by Wani Igga. A date was set for the meeting and 
the representatives of the states at the meeting in Des Moines, Iowa pledged to 
attend the first Midwest leaders’ meeting in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Meeting of Representatives of Midwest States

The meeting of Representatives of Equatorians in the Midwest states convened in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota on Saturday April 20, 2002. The meeting was attended 
by State Representatives from Michigan, Mr. Hannah Oting Loyuk and Mr. 
Hassan Luga; Missouri, Mr. Michael Abate Elkana, Mr. Samuel Yoyo, and Mr. 
Emmanuel Lasu; Nebraska, Mr. Lotoro Kenyi; South Dakota, Mr. Noel Lubang 
Barnaba, Mr. Loki Lokolong and Mr. Julius Tona. Other members of the Executive 
and General Assembly of ECA-SD also attended the meeting. The deliberations 
in the meeting were concluded with the following resolutions:15

1.	 Equatorians in the Midwest and subsequently nationwide should be 
organized under the name Equatorian Community Association (ECA). 

2.	 Mr. Noel L. Barnaba to be Interim Coordinator for the Midwest to facilitate 
the organizational process and networking.

15  Extract from a brief narrative about ESSCA from 2002 to 2005 compiled by Martin Abucha.
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3.	 Delegates to the meeting should reach out to Equatorian leaders in the 
Midwest and encourage them to get organized at the state level.

4.	 Missouri state, under the leadership of Mr. Michael Elkana to help form an 
office in Nebraska and Iowa. Lotoro Kenyi to do groundwork in Nebraska 
to prepare Equatorians there to get organized.

5.	 Michigan State, under the leadership of Mr. Hannah Oting Loyuk, to help 
form offices in Illinois and Ohio. He was also requested to help strengthen 
the community in Michigan.

6.	 South Dakota to help form an office in North Dakota.
7.	 The Interim Coordinator to request Minnesota community leaders to help 

form an office in Wisconsin.
8.	 Equatorian conferences should be held annually with a guest speaker 

invited. Omaha, Nebraska, to host the first conference on June 22, 2002 and 
Missouri State to help facilitate the organization of the conference.

Organization of Equatorian Community in Iowa and Nebraska

Following the meeting in Sioux Falls, South Dakota in 2002, the leadership of 
the Equatoria Family in Missouri, Mr. Michael Abate met with the Equatorians 
in Des Moines, Iowa, and Omaha, Nebraska, and nudged them to form offices 
in their States. In Iowa, the leadership team consisted of Dr. Pastore Kwajok 
as Chairman; William Ramadalla, Secretary General; Jaden Oriho, Assistant 
Secretary General; and John Lokudu, Secretary of Finance. In Omaha, Nebraska, 
Kawunda Mogga and Mr. Lotoro Kenyi played an instrumental role in facilitating 
the organization of the community.  Lotoro Kenyi was elected Chairman of the 
Nebraska community. Joseph Tomba was elected Deputy Chairman; Kawunda 
Mogga, Secretary General; Vicky Asao, Secretary of finance; Alice Gordon Sasa, 
Deputy Secretary of Finance; and Ezo Rabe, Secretary of Information. 

First Equatorian Conference in the Midwest

The organized Equatorian communities in the Midwest, namely Minnesota, 
Missouri, South Dakota, Iowa, and Nebraska spearheaded the organization of the 
Equatorian Community in the United States of America. Through the coordinated 
efforts of these States including the community leaders from Michigan, the first 
Equatorian conference at the level of the Midwest was held in Omaha, Nebraska, 
on June 22, 2002. The conference was well attended even though Michigan, Illinois, 
and North Dakota failed to be represented in the conference. Mr. Michael Elkana 
was the keynote speaker at the conference and the program of the conference 
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included deliberations on:16

1.	 Reasons for the formation of the national and regional branches of 
Equatorian Community Association (ECA) in the US and the advantages 
and disadvantages of such initiative.

2.	 The role of Equatorians in the Diaspora on the economic, political, and 
social development of the New Sudan. 

3.	 Whether the city, state, regional and national associations should have a 
uniform name or maintain their different names. 

4.	 Structure of the organization. 
5.	 Election of a provisional committee to draft a constitution for ECA. 
6.	 Equatoria Regional Conference (ERC) or Convention to be held on July 25-

31, 2002 in Yei, South Sudan. 
7.	 Representation of Equatorians in the Diaspora at the ERC. 
8.	 Financial support for the Equatorian Office in Kampala, Uganda. 

After the deliberations of the various issues cited above, the conference was 
concluded with the following resolutions:17 

1.	 All organized Equatorian communities to be named Equatorian Sudanese 
Community Association (ESCA).

2.	 Pursue mobilization and organization of other states in the Midwest and 
extend the effort to states beyond the Midwest.

3.	 After organizing Equatorian communities across the US, a national body is 
to be formed.

4.	 Promote Equatorian cultures, values, and unity amongst the people.
5.	 Establish a communication network between Equatorians in the Diaspora 

and those in South Sudan.
6.	 Encourage Equatorian children to identify themselves with their cultures 

so they do not get totally absorbed into the western lifestyle or culture.
7.	 Share burdens facing the community.
8.	 Each state to delegate two representatives to an ad hoc Committee to draft 

a uniform constitution.

16  Conference report prepared by Noel L. Barnaba, Coordinator of the Midwest.
17  Conference report prepared by Noel L. Barnaba, Coordinator of the Midwest.
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9.	 Contribute money for the Equatoria Regional Conference and money 
collected to be wired to the Equatoria office in Kampala under the leadership 
of Hon. Eliaba James Surur.

10.	Leaders of the association should be elected and trusted.
11.	Each state [should] delegate two individuals to a committee to draft 

a document to be presented at the ERC on behalf of Equatorians in the 
Diaspora. The Interim Coordinator for the Midwest should oversee this 
process and ensure a meeting is held in two weeks after the conference.

12.	A representative from the Diaspora be sent to attend the ERC. 
13.	Elected representatives of the Midwest to formulate project proposals for 

investment. 
14.	Since there were many concerns on the independency of the Kampala 

office, Hon. Eliaba Surur should send a report on the history of the office, 
its connection with the SPLM/A, its objectives, and motives so that ECA is 
fully aware of the functions of the office and what it is supporting.

15.	ECA to consider the possibility of buying a building in Kampala so that it 
can own the property rather than rent one.

16.	Next Equatorian conference be hosted by the state of Minnesota on a date to 
be determined later after the Midwest Coordinator carries out consultations 
with leaders in the various states.

Second Equatorian Conference in the Midwest

The second Equatorian Conference marked a crescendo in the founding of 
ESSCA-USA. It was held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on August 31, 2002 under 
the theme “Building Equatoria”. The Organizing Committee consisted of Aligo 
Joja, Alison Jadden, Clement Alao, Catherine Richard, Hakim Lado, Josephine 
Robi, and Jackson John. The conference was attended by over 300 people from the 
states of Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, Iowa, South Dakota, and Missouri. 
States not represented in the conference were Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin.
In the conference, the organized Midwest community leaders presented reports 
on their community organizations. The Guest Speaker, Hon. Oliver Batali Albino 
spoke on the history of South Sudan and updated the conference on the progress 
of peace talks between the Government of Sudan (GOS) and the Sudan Peoples’ 
Liberation Movement (SPLM) in Nairobi, Kenya. Dr. Pastore Kwajok spoke on 
the importance of preparing for a referendum in the event a peace agreement is 
signed between the GOS and SPLM. Mr. Joel Leudke, an American friend, briefed 
the conference on the status quo regarding immigration and resettlement laws in 
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the United States. Ms. Linda Atlas, an American friend, presented on HIV/AIDS 
awareness. Mr. Michael Elkana Abate gave a briefing on the Equatorian office 
in Kampala and its importance in serving Equatorians in Uganda. The need for 
formation of an Interim Equatorian body at the level of the Midwest states was 
also stressed. The resolutions of the conference were as follows:18

1.	 Creation of a committee for the Midwest with a Chairperson, Deputy 
Chairperson, Secretary General, Secretary for Information, Secretary for 
Women Affairs, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer and Secretary for Education 
in the next conference. The Interim Coordinator for the Midwest to oversee 
preparations for this process.

2.	 A constitutional committee to be formed to draft a constitution. The 
committee is to comprise of two members from every state, who are not 
serving in the executive branch. The following individuals were selected: 
Daniel Lolik and Jerry Farjallah from Iowa State; Joseph Gume and Scopas 
Kenyi from Minnesota; John Lagu and Emmanuel Lasu from Missouri; 
James Morgan from South Dakota and a second person to be nominated 
later; and Nebraska to submit names of two individuals.

Third Equatorian Conference in the Midwest

The third Equatorian Conference in the Midwest was held in Kansas City, Missouri 
on August 30-31, 2003. The conference drew attendance nationwide from the 
following states: Iowa, Washington DC, Minnesota, Michigan, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Ohio, Nebraska, Missouri, Wisconsin, Tennessee, California, Maryland, 
Texas (Dallas and Houston), Illinois, Utah, Maine, and Indiana. There was also a 
delegate from Canada.  Notable elders present at the conference included Hon. 
Oliver Batali Albino, Hon. Philip Lomodong, Dr. Luka Monoja, Mr. Sebit Alley, 
Dr. Paul Korsuk, Dr. Sam Laki, Mama Margaret Juan Lado, Mr. James Morgan, 
Mr. John Andruga, and Dr. Pastore Kwajok. 
The wide representation of the entire US at the conference in Kansas City, Missouri 
forced the organizers of the conference to change the scope of the conference 
from a Midwest to a national (USA) event. The Kansas City, Missouri conference 
therefore, launched the emergence of Equatorian Community at the national level, 
marking the formal beginning of Equatorian Sudanese Community Association 
in the United States of America (ESCA-USA), later renamed Equatorian South 
Sudanese Community Association in the United States of America (ESSCA-USA) 

18  Report of 2nd Mid-West Equatoria conference held on August 31, 2002 prepared by the   Con-
ference Organizing Committee.
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following the independence of South Sudan from Sudan in 2011.
The constitution19 of ESCA-USA was drafted and passed in Des Moines, Iowa 
prior to the conference in Kansas City, Missouri and it defined the leadership 
organs of the organization as the Board of Directors and Executive Officers. The 
Board of Directors comprise of Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson, Secretary 
General, and a member with no portfolio. The Executive Office comprise of the 
President, Vice President, Secretary General, Treasurer, Secretary for Education 
and Women’s Affairs, and Secretary for Information.
Leadership elections were conducted in Kansas City, Missouri as per the 
constitution and it was agreed that the body elected would serve as an interim 
body for two years and tasked with organizing all states in the US. In effect, the 
elected body became the first national leadership of ESSCA-USA. The members 
of the Board of Directors elected were Lawrence Becu Mogga, Chairman; John 
Ladu, Deputy Chairman; Kawunda John Mogga,  Secretary General; and Scopas 
Kenyi, Member. The Executive Office consisted of George Oromo as President; 
Ladu Gubek, Vice President; Hakim Lado, Secretary General; Daniel Lolik, 
Secretary for Information; Agnes Hassan Olwar, Secretary for Education and 
Women’s Affairs; and James Okwaramoi, Treasurer.

Conclusion

In the beginning was The People and the people were Equatorian South Sudanese 
in the United States of America. The transformation of The People to ESSCA-
USA, lasted from 1995 to 2003. This period goes down in history as the formative 
or founding years of ESSCA-USA. The founding of ESSCA-USA can hardly be 
ascribed to any one person or state but rather it took the personal endeavor and 
collective effort of many individuals in the Midwest states for ESSCA-USA to be 
birthed. The purpose of founding ESSCA-USA remain enshrined in the hearts of 
many and so much effort and resources continue to be expended to nurture the 
organization regardless of sailing an endless wave of challenges. Much remain 
to be done and it is hoped that there will always be selfless sons and daughters 
of Equatoria who will step up to lead ESSCA-USA into the distant future or 
perpetuity.
Reconstructing the sparsely documented history of the founding of ESSCA-USA 
is no easy task and in no way can it be complete. It is hoped that with the release 
of the first publication of this history, individuals in possession of information 

19  Constitution and Bylaws of Equatorian Sudanese Community Association (ESCA-US), July 19, 
2003; (Appendix 2). 
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will step up to fill in the gaps.  Any contribution by any individual or individuals 
to the founding of ESSCA-USA which has not been acknowledged in the current 
publication, is by no means intentional and suffice it to say, the Midwest states 
of Minnesota, Missouri, South Dakota, Iowa, Nebraska, and Michigan laid the 
foundation that propelled ESSCA from a Midwest outfit to a national organization 
and internationally renowned Equatorian community organization that ESSCA-
USA is today.
Des Moines, Iowa, happened to be the seat of the first elected office of ESSCA-
USA. It is in the State of Iowa, Polk County, that ESSCA-USA was incorporated 
as a Nonprofit Organization under the Iowa Nonprofit Corporation Act, Code 
504A, IA 2003. The registration of ESSCA-USA was filed on March 17, 2004 with 
the office of Iowa Secretary of State, with George Simon as Incorporator and first 
Registered Agent, and Lawrence Becu Mogga, John Lado, Kawunda J. Mogga, 
and Scopas Kenyi Nyumbe as initial Board of Directors of the organization. With 
this, Iowa, the Hawkeye State and First-in-the-Nation Caucus or electoral politics 
of the US became home of ESSCA-USA. Though the transformation of the name 

Leaders and members of ESSCA-USA. From L to R: Hakim Lado, Secretary General; Kawunda J. Mogga, 
Secretary, Board of Directors; Agnes Hassan Olwar, Secretary for Women Affairs; Lawrence B. Mogga, 
Chair, Board of Directors; a couple from San Diego; and George Oromo, President, ESSCA-USA, in San 
Diego, CA, 2004.
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of the organization from ESCA to ESSCA more or less became automatic with the 
independence of South Sudan in 2011, it was not until May 7, 2018 under the leader 
of Dr. Jane Kani Edward and Oliver Tunda that the Articles of Incorporation of 
ESCA were officially amended for the purpose of change in name and the name 
ESSCA-USA became official and hopefully permanent.


