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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE EQUATORIAN SUDANESE 
COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (ESCA)-US JULY 19, 2003 

Contents: 

Article 1: Name and Seal 

Article 2: Statement of Purpose 

Article 3: Definitions 

Article 4: Membership 

Article 5: Language of Business 

Article 6: Rights and Obligations of Members 

Article 7: Nomination for Elections

Article 8: Election 

Article 9: Executive Officers 

Article 10: Duties/Responsibilities of Elected Officers 

Article 11: Term of Office 

Article 12: Resignation/Removal/Loss/Termination of Membership

Article 13: Appeals 

Article 14: Board of Directors 

Article 15: Appointment of Board Members

Article 16: Executive Officers of the Board

Article 17: Duties of the Board

Article 18: Constitutional Amendments  



178 ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present

Appendix 2

                                                                     By-Laws 

Contents: 

Article 1: Membership Status 

Article 2: Membership Rights & Privileges 

Article 3: Voting 

Article 4: Quorum 

Article 5: Qualifications for Executive Officers 

Article 6: By-laws & Amendments 

Article 7: Oath of Office  

 

The Constitution  

Preamble 
We the Equatorians in the United States of America, in order to promote and 
unify ourselves, hereby promulgate this document to regulate our deliberations 
and activities to which we shall honor and render our obedience. It shall 
henceforth recognize, promote and enforce our conscious allegiance to our 
cultural, traditional, social, and religious values and beliefs. This document shall 
commence and come into force as the Constitution of the 
“EQUATORIAN SUDANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION” in the US. 
This Constitution shall be the functioning framework for the community unless 
and hence otherwise declared irrelevant or amended by the General Assembly, 
and in accordance with the procedural norms entailed within the document. 
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Article 1: Name and Seal 

1.1 This institution after being formalized and the Constitution and By-laws 
ratified by the General Assembly shall henceforth be called 
“EQUATORIAN SUDANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION” or ESCA wherever 
mentioned in this document or referenced to the like, hereafter are understood 
as the same word. 
1.2 The authentic Seal of approval shall be a designed duplicate of the old Seal of 
Equatoria emblem and coat of Arms. 
1.3 The Rhinoceros is the official animal to appear on the Seal and other letterheads. 
Article 2: Statement of Purpose 
1. Unify all in old Equatoria Province as demarcated in the original boundaries 
of the colonial era.
2. To establish communication with all Equatorians in Diaspora and those 
gallantly resisting   invaders and persecutors
3. To educate and give Equatorians a greater sense of empowerment in issues 
related to their welfare in the US and back in Equatoria region,
4. Register Equatorians in the US
5. Re-charter/re-establish any Equatorian association that dies out in a particular 
state
6. Encourage and promote cultural performing Arts 
7. To work as a team and formulate plans that will benefit the members and 
Equatorians in Equatoria Region, South Sudan. 
8. To enhance the spirit of oneness and help solve problems among the families 
in order to bring strong unity among the members. 
9. To foster the spirit of full devotion of all the members in support of programs 
aimed at benefiting native Equatorians.
10. To collect funds from members and institutions that are willing to support 
programs and projects for the ESCA. 
11. To acquire funds and hold them in absolute or in trust for the purpose of the 
organization. 
12. To enhance understanding and coordination among Equatorians in US. 
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Article 3: Definitions

1. Constitution: Shall mean the set of rules and by-laws set forth for the Equatorian 
Sudanese Community Association
2. Equatoria: Shall mean the areas of the Equatoria region in South Sudan as 
defined during the colonial era
3. General Assembly: Shall mean all Equatorians who are members of Equatorian 
communities in the different states of the US.

Article 4: Membership 

An individual who’s either parents, biological or adopted, hail from any of 
the geographically known ethnic groups located in the Equatoria region of 
Sudan. A person may submit an application for membership or duly fill the 
membership form. Membership of an individual shall be effective upon payment 
of membership fee. 
1. Absolute Member 
An individual, whose father is from Equatoria Region and is in good standing, 
shall be eligible for membership. No individual from Equatoria region shall 
be excluded from membership on basis of religion, gender, ethnic affiliation or 
political belief, provided the individual resides in the US. 
A female spouse of an Equatorian male is duly recognized as an absolute member 
by the Constitution through out their period of legal marriage.
2. Associate Member 
An Associate member is an individual whose mother is from Equatoria and he/
she is willing to be a member and believes in the culture, identity and traditions 
of Equatorians. No individual will be excluded from membership on religious 
belief, gender, ethnic affiliation or political affiliation provided he/she resides in 
the US. 
3. Membership and Monthly Fee 
Each member must pay a one time membership fee of $5.00 to ESCA. State 
treasuries are expected to pay 25% of their monthly fee to ESCA every month.
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Article 5: Language of Business

The languages of business shall be English and Arabic

Article 6: Rights and Obligations of Members

A member; 
1. Must adhere to the Constitution, By-laws, and rules of the Association.
2. Is mandated to pay a one-time membership fee, monthly fee, and any other 
financial contributions towards running of the office
3. Must attend meetings and participate in all aspects of the ESCA 
4. Can campaign and contest for any position in the Executive board
5. Shall appear before the Executive branch when summoned for investigation 
or discipline

Article 7: Nomination for election 

Equatorian Associations in the various states of the US must nominate active and 
caring members who:
1. Have paid their membership fee
2. Have paid their monthly contribution for the previous years and for the year 
running both for their state Equatorian Associations and for ESCA in full.
3. Have a good record of attending meetings
4. Any nominations without proof of these conditions should be accompanied 
with a strong letter of recommendation from the executive body of the Equatorian 
Association of the state concerned.

Article 8: Elections 

Bi-annual elections shall be conducted during the last two weeks before the end 
of the term of office and the hand over shall take place in the last week of the 
outgoing office. 
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1. An Electoral Committee shall be nominated unanimously to conduct the 
election. This committee shall invite nominations from members, list and read 
out the nominations, declare the nomination closed and prepare the ground for 
voting 
2. Voting shall be conducted in secret ballots or hence otherwise as open voting 

Article 9: Executive Officers 

Executive officers shall be elected members of Equatorian Associations in the US, 
in good standing, and who have qualified under the provisions provided in the 
Constitution and By-laws. The Executive office shall consist of Chairperson, Vice 
Chair, General Secretary, Treasurer, Secretary for information and Secretary for 
Education/Social affairs. 

Article 10: Duties/Responsibilities of all the Elected Officers 

10:1 Chairperson 
1. Shall be the official spokesperson for ESCA and act on behalf of all ESCA 
members
2. Shall call and chair all meetings of the Executive board and the General 
Assembly 
3. Shall prepare the agenda for Executive Board and General Assembly meetings 
in coordination with the Vice Chair and Secretary General
4. Shall ascertain that members of ESCA fill all the elected positions
5. Shall supervise members of the Executive Branch in carrying out their 
constitutional duties
6. Shall dismiss/cancel a General Assembly meeting in the event that members 
become unruly and the meeting is out of order
7. Shall be a signatory to all financial transactions of ESCA
8. Shall propose and implement strategies that are voted for action by the General 
Assembly
9. Shall approve membership status for any individual applying for membership 
in ESCA, with the consent of the state ESCA Offices
10. Shall foster and maintain a cohesive body of all the members 
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10:2 Vice Chair 
1. Shall assume all powers of the chair in his/her absence 
2. Shall assist the chair in all functions, including deliberations, and running of 
the organization 
3. Shall act as chair when the chair is out of station, and when it is deemed 
necessary or during an emergency 
4. Report to the Chair and General Assembly.

10:3 General Secretary 
1. Shall maintain the records of the organization and take minutes of all meetings 
convened 
2. Shall prepare the agenda & call General Assembly meetings in consultation 
with members of the Executive Board
3. Shall help co-ordinate activities of the organization with members of ESCA. 
4. Shall prepare the annual report for the Executive Board 

10:4 Secretary for information
1. Shall be responsible for disseminating any information regarding the goals, 
programs, and objectives of the organization
2. Shall work closely with the Secretary General to ensure letters, agendas, & 
invitations are sent out in a timely manner
3. Shall keep a record of all information sent out to members of ESCA
4. Shall co-ordinate any event ESCA plans to carry out

10:5 Treasurer 
1. Shall prepare an annual budget for the activities of the ESCA and give a detail 
financial report on the expenditure 
2. Shall collect & receive all the finances of ESCA and issue receipts. 
3. Shall be handling all financial transactions of & be a signatory to all ESCA 
transactions. 
4. Shall identify ways of raising funds for the smooth running of activities of 
ESCA. 
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5. Shall consult with the General Assembly and the Executive Committee to fix an 
amount as monthly payment by the members. 
6. Shall periodically notify the Executive of the financial position of ESCA.  

10:6 Secretary for Education/Social Affairs 
1. Shall be a liaison between the women of ESCA and the executive body 
2. Shall provide information on current developments in line with the interest of 
the ESCA. 
3. Shall specify issues that affect and deal with women who are members in ESCA. 
4. Shall foster and maintain a cohesive body of all the women. 
5. Shall propose and implement strategies that bring Equatorian women together.
6. Shall gather & specify issues that affect families. 
8. Shall encourage cultural education and awareness among children of registered 
members of ESCA
9. Shall create scholarship funds for registered ESCA members in high school and 
other educational institutions of higher learning 
10. Shall create and organize summer camp activities for children of members of 
the association
11. Shall develop projects to collect school supplies to be sent to schools in 
Equatoria Region, Sudan.

Article 11: The Term of Office 

The term of the office is two years and it commences from August 1st of every 
year to August 31st of the second year of office. 
The term of office commences biannually on the labor day weekend.

Article 12: Removal/Loss & Termination/Impeachment 

12.1 Removal of Officers 
Elected officials shall be removed by 2/3 (two-thirds) majority of the General 
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Assembly on a MOTION FOR VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE. 
A Motion for a Vote of No Confidence shall be deemed appropriate if the elected 
official fails to perform any one of the responsibilities entailed in Article 10: Duties 
and Responsibilities under his/her job description or the officer works contrary 
to the purpose of the Constitution. 

12.2 Resignation of Executive Officers
An official who wishes to resign must: 
1. Put his/her resignation in writing to the General Secretary. 
2. Turn in resignations 2 weeks before he/she plans to leave office to give the 
Executive body & general assembly time to replace this individual 
3. The executive board must endorse this resignation and pass the information to 
the state the official is representing.
4. If an entire executive body is to resign, then the Board of directors committee 
will address this issue and find the appropriate solution 

12.4 Resignation of Executive Officers and Members
An executive member who wishes to resign may turn in his/her resignation 
in writing to the General Secretary for endorsement. A member who wishes 
to resign may turn in his/her resignation to his or her respective state ESCA 
Executive Secretary General

12.5 Loss & Termination of membership 
The Executive body and the General Assembly have the right to impose disciplinary 
sanctions on members of the organization in the event the member(s) violate 
the Constitution, By-laws, or rules of the organization. The Executive body and 
the General Assembly shall decide which behavior(s)/action(s) is(are) deemed 
a threat to members of the ESCA and shall decide the appropriate disciplinary 
action. A member shall be terminated if he/she 
1. Fails to perform and uphold duties/responsibilities as defined in the 
Constitution and By-laws 
2. Has conflict of interest to properly represent ESCA 
3. Mismanages or misappropriates any financial matters of ESCA 
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4. Behaves in an unacceptable manner & becomes a hindrance to the achievement of 
ESCA’s objectives.
5. Conducts unbecoming or criminal activity and is legally convicted 
If the decision has been made to remove a member(s) the individual(s) in question shall 
be given the opportunity to appeal the decision to suspend their membership before 
the suspension is put into effect. Such an appeal shall be conducted before the General 
Assembly and the Executive body. A member shall be removed by 2/3 (two-thirds) 
majority votes of the Executive Body and General Assembly. 
Article 13: Appeals 
1. Any member aggrieved by any action of ESCA Executive Body shall have the right to 
appeal the decision to terminate his/her membership before the appeal is put into effect. 
2. All members shall be afforded the rights to due process, and can contest any adverse 
decision by the Election Committee to the Board of Directors
3. This ad hoc council shall be formed by members of ESCA 

Article 14: Board of Directors 

Members to the Board of Directors shall be elected by virtue of their expertise, experience, 
knowledge, and wisdom and have shown uncompromising integrity and maturity. They 
must be distinguished and active individuals in their community. This board shall consist 
of 5 elected officials; Chairperson, Deputy Chairperson, Secretary General, and 2 members.

Article 15: Election of Board members

Members of the board shall be nominated by the general assembly in each state for a period 
of 3 months after which elections will be conducted to have an elected representative. 
The term of office shall be 2 years however, a current member of the board may be re-
elected for another term with recommendation from other members of the board if the 
member in question has a record of commendable performance during office. Shall meet 
at least twice a year to carryout their specified duties. 
1. Nominated by general Assembly 
2. Recommended by ESCA Executive Body
3. The recommended members passed by the General Assembly
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Article 16: Executive Officers of the Board of Directors

1. Chairperson (same as article 10.1)
2. Deputy Chairperson (same as article 10.2)
3. Secretary General (same as article 10.3)
4. Members (use their expertise to advance the goals of the organization)

Article 17: Duties/Responsibilities of Board Members

1. Be sole keepers of ESCA constitution and By-laws to ensure the principles and 
integrity of ESCA are not breached or compromised
2. Assume immediate responsibility, control and full authority of ESCA when the 
Executive board has been dissolved or disbanded
4. Be the Electoral Committee for executive body elections and make sure elections 
are carried out in a fair and balanced manner
5. Act as the supreme judiciary in the appeals processes and resolution of ESCA 
member issues
6. Shall help with solving domestic issues in case the state in question and ESCA-
US national executive office cannot solve them, however in consultation with 
members of the General Assembly
8. Utilize their expertise for the benefit of the Association whenever is needed
9. Ensure effective ongoing strategic planning and monitoring of the strategic 
objectives
10. Evaluate & monitor the organizational performance of ESCA

Article 18: Constitutional Amendments 

This constitution shall supersede any Constitution and By-laws of Equatorian 
Communities in the local states and shall govern ESCA members from its effective 
date as passed by the General Assembly: 
1. Deliberation of amendments to the Constitution can be proposed by a member 
of the General Assembly, including members of the Executive Branch 
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2. The General Assembly has the supreme authority to hold a motion to stay or 
delay any amendments until further notice 
3. At least 2/3 (67%) of the General Assembly is required to vote for concurrence 
and ratification 

                                                                     BY-LAWS

Article 1: Membership Types 

1.1 Absolute Member
Father must be an Equatorian. A female spouse of an Equatorian male in good 
standing. 
1.2 Associate Member
Mother must be an Equatorian 
1.3 Honorary Member
Any person who believes in the Constitution and By-laws and abides by the 
membership requirements 
Any person who would be a benefactor or sponsor of ESCA. 

Article 2: Membership Rights & Privileges 

2.1 Has the right to make a proposal to be discussed during meetings 
2.2. Must respect points of view of other members who wish to express themselves 
in a meeting as long it is within the topic of discussion or the agenda, and in 
accordance with the norms of conducting deliberations.
2.3 All members shall have full rights and privileges outlined in the Constitution
2.4 The rights of members shall not be disturbed or limited by writ contained in 
this Constitution and By-laws
2.5 First preference shall be granted to active members of this organization and 
second preference to the General Assembly according to hierarchy of active 
involvement in ESCA as determined by an arbitrating body
2.6 Non-members are not entitled to any benefits and privileges ESCA bestows 
or obtained through union
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Article 3: Voting 

The following guidelines shall be used to assess and establish the legitimacy or 
validity of any member: 
3.1 Must be at least eighteen (18) years of age
3.2 Must pay dues and levies continuously
3.3 Must have attended at least seventy five percent (75%) of General Assembly 
meetings
3.4 Must not be in violation or on probationary observation period as prescribed 
in the Constitution and By-laws
3.5 Must not have been expelled from the association and their membership 
revoked because of their own wrongdoing or inappropriate actions deemed 
harmful to Equatorians. 

Article 4: Quorum 

This shall be the mandate criterion for the quorum to convene and legitimately 
pass any resolution or dissolution proceedings: 
4.1 Executive body: shall be 67% (2/3) in concurrence
4.2 General Assembly: Shall be 67 % (2/3) in concurrence 

Article 5: Qualifications of Executive Officers

An individual wishing to be elected in one of the above positions must be 
5.1. An Equatorian 
5.2. Have attended at least 75 percent of the General Assembly meetings 
5.3. Must pay his/her dues 
5.4. Have the time and show enthusiasm and dedication to ESCA through his/
her involvement
5.5. Be of sound mind, good morals and not of dubious character 
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Article 6: By-laws and Amendments 

6.1 Proposed amendments to these By-laws shall be in congruence with provisions 
provided in constitutional amendments (Article 12, numbers 1-3) 
6.2 The Board of Directors and majority vote during a General Assembly meeting 
must endorse amendments to these By-laws 
6.3 Must be ratified per minimum quorum (Article 7 numbers 1 & 2). 

Article 7: Oath of Office 

Each member of the executive office and any elected or appointed official of the 
association shall take an oath of office prior to assuming duties thereafter. The 
administering official shall be an honorary member or a member of the Board of 
Directors. 

OATH OF OFFICE

I, ___________________________, do hereby solemnly swear, to serve and 
uphold the principles and integrity of the Equatorian Sudanese Community 
Association’s Constitution and By-laws, that I will abide by it, that I will 
execute conscientiously and fairly the duties of my office to the best of my 
ability and that I will promote and protect the best interests of all Equatorians 
in accordance with the Constitution and By-laws of the Equatorian Sudanese 
Community Association.  

                                                          - The End -
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ESCA-USA AND 

SOUTH SUDANESE DIASPORA

MEMORANDUM
ON DRAFT TRANSITIONAL CONSTITUTION OF ROSS, 2011

THIS FRIDAY – 6TH MAY, 2011

SOUTH   SUDAN:   SUBMISSION   FOR   ACTION   BY   THE   SOUTHERN SU-
DAN  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY  AND  MEMBERS  OF  PARLIAMENT ON THE 
REVIEW AND AMENDMENT OF TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS ON  PERMA-
NENT  CONSTITUTION  PROCESS,  AND  ESTABLISHMENT, COMPOSITION  
AND  FUNCTIONS  OF  EXECUTIVE,  LEGISLATIVE  AND JUDICIAL     ORGANS     
OF     THE     GOVERNMENT     IN     THE     DRAFT TRANSITIONAL    CONSTI-
TUTION    OF    THE    REPUBLIC    OF    SOUTH SUDAN, 2011.

As  South  Sudan  is  fast  approaching   independence  on  9  July  2011,  ESCA  and   
South Sudanese  Diaspora,  resolved  to  urge  the  Members  of  Parliament  in  the  
Southern  Sudan Legislative   Assembly   (SSLA)   in   particular,   all   the   Minis-
ters   in   the   cabinet   of   the Government  of  Southern  Sudan  (GOSS),  and  the  
President  of  the  GOSS,  to  amend  all substantive transitional provisions in order 
to bridge critical omissions, many as they are, identified in the Draft Transitional 
Constitution of ROSS, 2011, which we have enumerated in this Memorandum for 
your immediate actions.
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Provisions in the Draft Transitional Constitution of ROSS, 2011

The 2005 Interim Constitution of Southern Sudan (the 2005 Interim Constitution), 
the 2005 National Interim Constitution and the Comprehensive Peace Agreement 
(CPA) provide the basis  for  the  Government  of  South  Sudan,  established  in  
2005.  However,  following  the referendum  held  in  January  2011,  South  Sudan  
will  gain  independence  from  Sudan  on  9 July 2011. On 21 January 2011, the 
GOSS President issued a decree appointing a Technical

Committee  to  Review  the  Interim  Constitution  of  Southern  Sudan.  The  com-
mittee  was tasked  with  drafting  a  2011  Interim  Constitution  of  South  Sudan,  
based  on  the  Interim Constitution of Southern Sudan, 2005.

1/ Transitional Period

The resultant Interim Constitution of ROSS, 2011, titled “Draft Transitional [1] Con-
stitution of ROSS, 2011”, is scheduled to be approved by the Southern Sudan Leg-
islative Assembly for adoption on 9 July 2011. As it stands, the Draft Transitional 
Constitution of ROSS, 2011 without significant amendments, will be in place for 
an undefined transitional period, until a permanent constitution comes into force.

We  strongly  urge  that  a  transitional  period  be  defined  (2  years),  which  ends  
with  the coming  into  force  of  the  permanent  constitution  following  a  vote  
by  the  people  in  a referendum to enact the constitution.

2/ Permanent Constitution Process (Chapter II, page 86)

The key critical observations of particular concern, in the draft Transitional Con-
stitution of the RSS, 2011, are the provisions for permanent constitution making:

2/1 There is no provision for a Constituent Assembly, one elected by the peo-
ple, anywhere in these provisions as required to initiate and have oversight of 
the process for writing the permanent constitution

2/2 There is no provision for enactment of the permanent constitution (as the 
supreme law of the land) by a vote of the people in a referendum to bring the 
Permanent Constitution into force

2/3 The provisions imply that the current SSLA (which came into being before 
the Referendum 2011) will become the National Legislature, will also be the 
one to pass the Permanent Constitution to bring it into force, and not the vote 
of the people in a referendum as happened in the recent referendum vote on 
secession leading to South Sudan becoming sovereign and independent.

Appendix 5
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2/4 The process defining the legal basis for permanent constitution making is 
undemocratic, Executive and not people-driven, specifies another presidential-
ly appointed Constitutional Review Commission, and focuses on reviewing the 
“Transitional Constitution of ROSS, 2011” to make it permanent, not by popular 
enactment in a constitutional referendum by a sovereign people, but by a pre- 
Referendum 2011 SSLA,

2/5 The “Permanent Constitution Process” should not be about “reviewing or 
the technical amendment of the “Transitional Constitution of ROSS, 2011” by 
yet another Constitutional Review Commission, rather it should be about draft-
ing and writing a new Permanent Constitution of the Republic of South Su-
dan by a Constituent Assembly which should drive the permanent constitution 
making process and the enactment of the constitution by a referendum vote to 
bring it into force as the supreme law of the land.

 

We are cognisant that the existing body of practice and knowledge of constitu-
tion making, accumulated over many hundreds of years and in different parts 
of the world, present compelling evidence that executive-driven as opposed to 
democratic people-driven processes for permanent constitution making result in 
unnecessary concentration of power in the hands of the Executive branch of Gov-
ernment, this should be avoided.

3/ Required amendments to provisions on Permanent Constitution Process

We therefore strongly urge that permanent constitution process must be amend-
ed to provide for people-driven processes, through a constituent assembly (whose 
specific mandate is to promulgate a permanent constitution), and a referendum 
in which all the people vote to approve of the constitution as the supreme law of 
the land, should be the only legal basis for the enactment of the constitution and 
its coming into force by the sovereign authority of the people.

We believe the people are sovereign, not the Constituent Assembly, nor the Pres-
ident nor any other Legislature given birth to by the constitution and the Gov-
ernment derives its authority from the people and from the constitution that is 
enacted and given force of law by the sovereign authority of the people, on the 
fundamental premises that the people and not the Government should own the 
process of writing and promulgating the permanent constitution as the law that 
would limit the powers of the government, the President and Executive branch 
of Government should not therefore drive constitution making process, nor the 
appointment of the individuals to write the text of the constitution, and our coun-
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try should not therefore by design, be denied a democratic constitution making 
process as currently proposed by the outgoing Constitution Review Technical 
Committee.

To this end, we strongly urge that the provisions on Permanent Constitution Pro-
cess should be amended by the SSLA to provide for the following:

3/1 A constituent assembly, elected in a free and fair election, and not a con-
stitutional review commission appointed by the President, drives the constitu-
tion making process

3/2 A constituent Assembly should be responsible for selection of experts and 
their endorsement for appointment to draft the text of the permanent consti-
tution

3/3 Plenary of the Constituent Assembly should be responsible for debating 
the content, provisions and stipulations of the constitution

3/4 Constituent Assembly to mandate a public consultation process on the 
constitution, including through a constitutional conference to take the views 
of all political parties, civil society, members of the public, including parties 
without representation in the assembly, and factoring in any proposed amend-
ments and views to the draft permanent constitution

3/5 The Constituent Assembly promulgates and passes the final draft constitu-
tion for adoption and recommends it for a vote in a constitutional referendum

3/6 YES vote in the referendum enacts the constitution and brings it into force,

which at this point brings the transitional period to an end.

3/7 Constituent Assembly dissolves and election of new institutions occurs 
(President, Legislatures, Governors) under new permanent constitution

We believe that the model of a Constituent Assembly and a Constitutional Ref-
erendum, lends itself for a national appeal to opposition parties and those who 
have rebelled against the Government to give chance to an inclusive Permanent 
Constitution Process in which all parties participate, each according to their true 
weight in the Assembly, to define what system of Government we want for our 
country and nation in the supreme law of the land, and what limitation and pow-
ers should be exercised by the government through the constitution of the Re-
public of South Sudan.

This  also  fulfills  a  resolution  of  the  recent  Equatoria  Conference  2011,  14-16  
April,  which resolved that:
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The interim constitution of the Republic of South Sudan should provide for mak-
ing of the permanent constitution by a Constituent Assembly, including through 
public consultations, and its coming into force by vote of the people in a referen-
dum.

We  strongly  urge  that  in  PART  SIXTEEN,  CHAPTER  1  of  the  Draft  Transitional  
Constitution  2011, Article  199  (2),  which  states  that  “This  constitution  shall  
remain  in  force  until  the  adoption  of  a permanent  constitution”,  should  be  
amended  forthwith  to  indicate  the  method  of  its  ratification stated as follows:

Article   199   (2):     This   constitution   shall   remain   in   force   until   the   enact-
ment   of   a   permanent constitution by a vote of the people in a constitutional 
referendum.

Furthermore, the last paragraph of the PREAMBLE to the Draft Transitional Con-
stitution of ROSS, 2011, should be consistent with amendment of Article 199 (2) 
and amended to read as follows:

Do hereby, through this Southern Sudan Legislative Assembly, amend the Interim 
Constitution of Southern Sudan, 2005, which shall be adopted and hereafter re-
ferred to as the “Transitional Constitution of the Republic of South

Sudan, 2011,” and shall be the supreme law by which the independent and sov-
ereign South Sudan shall be governed during the Transitional Period as provided 
for in this constitution, and undertake to abide by, respect and defend it.

4/ Federal Constitutional Republic

To the surprise of many, the Draft Transitional Constitution of ROSS, 2011, by a 
deliberate omission throughout  PARTS   (ONE   –to-   SIXTEEN),  is   silent   on  pro-
visions  for   the   birthing   of  a   Federal Constitutional  Republic,  and  to  trans-
form  the  current  decentralised  system  of  Government  into  a fully functional 
federal system that’s formally designated as such.

4/1 Republic of South Sudan and its Territory (PART 1, page 12)

Article  (1)  (3)  makes  a  needless  provision  in  the  constitution  for  the  coun-
tries  bordering South  Sudan,  such  that  the  potential  proliferation  of  any  
bordering  country  into  more states  would  necessitate  a  needless  amend-
ment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Republic  of South Sudan  for consistency. We  
urge  that Article  (1)  (3)  should  be  deleted and  serves  no tangible benefit 
or purpose.

4/2 Commitment to a Federal Democratic system (PART 1, page 12)
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In  order  to  strengthen  South  Sudan’s  commitment  to  a  Federal  Constitu-
tional  Republic, Article (1) (4) should be amended to state that:

“South Sudan shall be governed on the basis of a decentralized federal 
democratic system and is an all embracing homeland for its people. It is a 
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, multi-lingual, multi-religious and multi- racial 
entity where such diversities peacefully co-exist.”

Consistent with the above recommended amendments  to  the provisions of  
PART 1, Article (1) (4), the Schedules (A) (1-58), (B) (1-42), (C) (1-34), (D), and 
(E) covering powers of the National and State Governments,  Concurrent  and  
Residual  powers,  and  conflict  resolution  should  be  amended  to provide 
for powers that are consistent with a Federal system of Government, and the 
establishment of  an  independent  judiciary  to  exercise  and  uphold  the  
Rule  of  Law  through  a  Constitutional  or Supreme  Court  as  the  case  may  
be  on  matters  of  conflict  in  respect  of  concurrent  powers  or provisions of 
National and State laws.

To this end, and in order to strengthen the Republic of South Sudan’s commit-
ment to the rule of law, we strongly urge that the provisions of Schedule (E) 
should be amended forthwith to state that:

“If there is a contradiction between the provisions of the National law and a 
state law on the matters that are concurrent, the National law shall prevail to 
the extent of the contradiction as established by a ruling of the Constitutional 
Court”

4/3 The Bill of Rights (PART 2, page 14)

We  strongly  urge  and  submit  to  the  Speaker,  Deputy  Speaker  and  members  
of  Southern Sudan Legislative Assembly (SSLA), and Ministers of the Govern-
ment of Southern Sudan to strengthen  South  Sudan’s  commitment  to  human  
rights  by  including  all  economic,  social and  cultural  rights  as  enforceable  
human  rights  in  South  Sudan’s  Interim  and  Permanent Constitutions.  In  
this  regard,  we  urge  that  the  Members  of  Parliament  should  peruse  the 
submission  by  Amnesty  International  and  AMDISS  on  amendments  for  in-
clusion  in  the Constitution   of   all   Economic,   Social,   and   Cultural   Rights   
that   are   enshrined   in   the International  Covenant  on  Economic,  Social  
and  Cultural  Rights  (ICESCR)  and  the  African Charter on Human and Peoples 
Rights (ACHPR), to which Sudan became a signatory State party in 1986.
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4/4  The Decentralised System of Governance (PART 3, Chapter III, page 25)

In reference to the provisions for the Levels of Government, we strongly urge 
that Article (47), should be amended to state that:

South Sudan shall have a federal system of government with the following 
levels:

(a) the Federal level which shall exercise authority in respect of the people 
and the states;

(b) the state level of government, which shall exercise authority within a 
state, and render public services through the level closest to the people; and

(c) local government level within the state, which shall be the closest level 
to the people.

The  usage  of  the   term  National  Government,  should  be  interpreted  to  mean  
Federal Government or replaced by it (preferred) for consistency, such that the 
terms National and Federal are interchangeable and mean the same wherever it 
occurs throughout the text of the Transitional Constitution of ROSS 2011, (PART 
THREE, 48 (1) (b), 48 (2), 49 (1) (a), et al).

4/5 The National Government (PART FOUR, Chapter III, page 27)

In reference to the provisions on the National Government, Establishment of 
the National Government, we strongly urge that Articles (50, 51, 52, 53, et al), 
should be amended to use the term Federal in replacement for the term Na-
tional throughout wherever it occurs in the text of the Transitional Constitu-
tion of ROSS, 2011.

4/6 The National Legislature (PART FIVE, Chapter I and Chapter II, pages 28-41)

In reference to the provisions on the National Legislature, Establishment and 
Composition of  the  National  Legislature,  we  strongly  urge  that  Articles  (54   
-  94,  et  al),  should  be amended   to   use   the   term   Federal   in   replace-
ment   for   the   term   National   throughout wherever it occurs in the text of 
the Transitional Constitution of ROSS, 2011.

4/7 Term of the National Legislature (PART FIVE, Chapter I, page 33)

In reference to the provisions on the Term of the National Legislature, we 
strongly urge that Articles 66 which states that “The term of the National Leg-
islature shall be four years from July 9, 2011”, should be amended and stated 
as follows:
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The term of the Federal Legislature shall be for the duration of the Transitional 
Period from July 9, 2011 as defined in this constitution”

4/8 Minority Leaders (PART FIVE, Chapter I, page 34)

In reference to the provisions on the Minority Leaders, we strongly urge that 
Articles 71 (1), (2),  and  (3),  should  be  amended  to  use  the  term  Opposition  
in  replacement  for  the  term Minority throughout wherever it occurs in the 
text of the Transitional Constitution of ROSS, 2011.

------------------- ----------- Place holder -----------------------------

The  formative  structures,  establishment,  composition  of  the  federal  legis-
lative  institutions  (such  as Legislative Assembly and Council of States) and the 
provisions relating thereto in Chapters I and II, of the  Transitional  Constitution  of   
ROSS  2011,  are  still   subject  to   further   analysis  to   debate  and recommend 
amendments. Similarly, positions on Abyei, appointment of deputy ministers, etc.

Composition of the Council of States (PART FIVE, Chapter I, page 30)

‘The draft constitution is ambiguous. It is a hybrid between a federal constitution 
and a unitary constitution. It alludes to a decentralised system of government but 
there is too much power in the presidency.

There are provisions for two legislative chambers, the ‘Council of States’ and ‘Na-
tional Assembly’. However, there is no clarity about which of the two is the ‘Upper 
House of Parliament’ or the ‘Lower House of Parliament’.

Recommendations are:

‘A decision needs to be made about whether it is a federal or unitary system of 
government. A hybrid constitution will undermine the relationships between 
the presidency and state governors, national government and state govern-
ments.

There should be clarity about which of the two legislatures is the upper or 
lower house of parliament. The relationship between the two houses of parlia-
ment should be clearly defined.

If the adoption of a bicameral legislature through the addition of the Council of 

Appendix 5



236 ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present

States is advocated, then composition and its competences (roles) as currently 
defined fail to adhere to the contemporary reasons for adopting a bicameral 
legislature. The rationale for a modern bicameral body is to:

Offer states equal representation when the population is diverse Offer a second 
perspective on bills before the legislator.

It is not clear that the Council of State as defined in the DTC2011 meets the above 
requirements, and its composition falls short of being democratically elected by 
the people.

Article 58 (a) is nothing short of political accommodation

Article 58 (b) is granting excess power to the President to determine representa-
tives on behalf of the people.

The competences of the Council appear to be duplicates of that of the National 
Legislative Assembly.

The Council also appears to encroach on the Executive branch by assuming some 
duties that would traditionally be those of the National Council of Ministers. This 
is evident in Articles 59 (b), (c), (d), and (e)

Some of the competencies 59 (a), (e), (f), and (g) are ephemeral and finite in na-
ture. These competencies could be executed through committees appointed by 
the executive branch or through law for specific purpose and duration.

The Council of States appears effectively to have the powers to legislate and ex-
ecute all within the absolution control of the executive, which is unprecedented.

It is our recommendation that the current SSLA should not be expanded to in-
clude MPs from Khartoum, and no need to create a Council of States either at this 
point in time, but have and provide for a shorter Transitional Period of 2 years 
after which new institutions will created to come into force with the enactment 
of a permanent constitution by a referendum vote. And if there’s a strong case for 
a bicameral Legislature during the Transitional Period, then the Council of States 
must:

Be democratically elected

Its purpose and roles must be clearly and well defined

--------------------------------------- Place holder ----------------------------------
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4/9 The National Executive (PART SIX, Chapters I, II, and III, pages 42-50)

In  reference  to  the  provisions  on  the  National  Executive, Establishment, Com-
position  and Powers of the National Executive, we strongly urge that Articles (95 
- 122, et al), should be amended   to   use   the   term   Federal   in   replacement   for   
the   term   National   throughout wherever it occurs in the text of the Transitional 
Constitution of ROSS, 2011.

And Article 97 (2) on page 42, should be amended to use the term “South Sudan 
Army” in replacement for the term “Sudan People’s Liberation Army”,

4/10	 Tenure	of	the	Office	of	the	President	(PART	SIX,	Chapter	II,	page	43)

In reference to the provisions on the Tenure of the Office of the President in the 
Transitional Constitution of ROSS, 2011, we strongly urge that Article 100 which 
states that “The tenure of   the   Office   of   the   President   of   the   Republic   of   
South   Sudan   shall   be   four   years, commencing from July 9, 2011”, should be 
amended and stated as follows:

The  tenure  of  the  Office  of  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  South  Sudan  
shall  be  for  the duration of the Transitional Period from July 9, 2011 as defined 
in this constitution”.

However, we also strongly urge that the Permanent Constitution of the Republic 
of South Sudan should provide for a two term limit of four years each for the ten-
ure of the Offices of the President, Vice President, and Governor.

4/11 Functions of the President (PART SIX, Chapter II, page 43)

In reference to the provisions on Functions of the President in the Transitional 
Constitution of ROSS, 2011, we strongly urge that Article 101 (c), (g), (n), (r), and 
(s), should be amended to state that the President shall perform the following 
functions:

(c) appoint constitutional and judicial posts holders, subject to vetting  and con-
firmation of appointments by simple majority of the legislature or by its relevant 
and specialized committees as appropriate, in accordance with this Constitution 
and the law;

(g) convene, summon,  adjourn  or prorogue the  National  Legislature only during 
an existing state of emergency, in consultation with the Speaker;

(n) declare war, subject to consultations with and approval of the legislature, in 
accordance with this Constitution and the law;

(r) remove a state Governor and adjourn or prorogue a state legislative assembly, 
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only under an existing state of emergency and subject to consultations with and 
approval of the state legislative assembly, in the event of a crisis in the state that 
threatens national security and territorial integrity, in accordance with the provi-
sions of this Constitution, the relevant state constitution and the law;

(s) appoint a state care-taker Governor, only under an existing state of emergen-
cy, and subject to consultations with and approval of the federal or state legisla-
tive assembly, who shall prepare for elections to replace a state Governor within 
sixty days in the state where the Governor has been removed, in accordance with 
the provisions of this Constitution, the relevant state constitution and the law;

4/12 The Police Service (PART TEN, Chapter II, page 63)

In reference to the provisions on the Police Service in the Transitional Constitu-
tion of ROSS,

2011, we strongly urge that Article 155 (1  - 7), should be amended (as underlined) 
to state that:

(1) There shall be a Police Service at the Federal and State levels, which shall 
be a decentralized professional service.

(2) The mission of the Police Service shall be to:

(a) prevent, combat and investigate crime, maintain law and public order, 
protect the people and their properties; and

(b) uphold and enforce this Constitution, or the State Constitution, and the 
law.

(3) The Police Service shall be organized at the Federal and state levels; its 
organization, structure, functions, powers, terms and conditions of service 
shall be regulated by law.

(4) The Police Service at the Federal level shall be headed by an Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police appointed by the President after approval of the Council of Min-
isters upon the recommendation of the Minister in charge.

(5) The Police Service at the State level shall be headed by an Inspector-Gen-
eral of Police appointed by the Governor after approval of the State Council of 
Ministers upon the recommendation of the State Minister in charge.

(6) The Federal and State Police Services shall be responsible for the main-
tenance of professional standards and the recruitment, training, deployment, 
and transfer of police officers throughout their respective jurisdictions in South 
Sudan, in accordance with Federal and State laws.
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(7) The Federal and State Police of South Sudan shall be governed by the Fed-
eral and State Constitutions respectively and the law. The Police shall respect 
the will of the people, the rule of law and order, civilian authority, democracy, 
human rights, fundamental freedoms and execute judicial orders.

(8) The Police at the Federal level and their counterparts at the state level shall 
coordinate, cooperate and assist each other in the discharge of their functions 
and duties, and to that end, shall recommend, through their respective au-
thorities to the President of South Sudan the establishment of such necessary 
mechanisms.

4/13 The Prison Service (PART TEN, Chapter II, page 64)

In reference to the provisions on the Police Service in the Transitional Constitu-
tion of ROSS, 2011, we strongly urge that Article 156 (1  - 7), should be amended 
(as underlined) to state that:

(1) There shall be a Prisons Service at the Federal and State levels, and it shall 
be a decentralized professional service.

(2) The mission of the Prisons Service shall be correctional, reformative and 
rehabilitative. It shall respect the will of the people, the rule of law and order, 
civilian authority, democracy, human rights and fundamental freedoms.

(3) The Prisons Service shall be organized at the Federal and the state levels.

(4) The Prisons Service at the Federal level shall be headed by a Director-Gen-
eral appointed by the President after approval of the Council of Ministers upon 
the recommendation of the Minister in charge.

(5) The Prisons Service at the State level shall be headed by a Director-Gen-
eral appointed by the State Governor after approval of the State Council of 
Ministers upon the recommendation of the State Minister in charge.

(6) The Federal and State Prisons Service shall be responsible for the main-
tenance of professional standards and the recruitment, training, deployment, 
and transfer of prison officers throughout their respective jurisdictions in South 
Sudan, in accordance with Federal and State laws.

(7) The functions of Federal and State Prisons Services shall, inter alia, be to 
manage, operate and maintain the prisons of South Sudan, and to administer 
the internment and care for the health and general welfare of prisoners and 
inmates in their respective jurisdictions, in accordance with Federal and State 
laws.

(8) Prisons authorities shall treat prisoners humanely. Any treatment that is 
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cruel, inhuman, degrading of the dignity of prisoners or that may expose their 
health to danger is prohibited and punishable by law.

(9) Organization, powers, terms and conditions of Prisons Service shall be pre-
scribed by law.

4/14 The States of South Sudan (PART ELEVEN, Chapter I, page 67)

In reference to the provisions on the States of South Sudan in the Transitional Con-
stitution of ROSS, 2011, we strongly urge that Article 161 (1 ), should be amended 
(as underlined) to state that:

(1) The territory of South Sudan is composed of ten states governed on the 
basis of federalism.

4/15 State Legislative Assembly (PART ELEVEN, Chapter I, page 68)

In   reference   to   the   provisions   on   the   State   Legislative   Assembly   in   the   
Transitional Constitution  of  ROSS,  2011,  we  strongly  urge  that  Article  163  (5),  
should  be  amended  (as underlined) to state that:

(5) The term of  a state Legislative  Assembly  shall be  for the duration of the 
Transitional Period  as provided for in this Constitution, commencing from July 
9, 2011.

4/16 State Executive (PART ELEVEN, Chapter I, page 69)

In  reference  to  the  provisions  on  the  State  Executive  in  the  Transitional  
Constitution  of ROSS,  2011,  we  strongly  urge  that  Article  164  (2),  should  be  
amended  (as  underlined)  to state that:

(2) The Governor of each state shall be the head of the executive organ in the 
state and shall appoint and  relieve  the  Deputy  Governor,  Advisors,  and  state  
Ministers  in  accordance  with  the  state constitution.

We are concerned that the powers given to the president in this draft constitution 
are too many and too much, and can be misused by a sitting president. There 
should be no tailoring of the constitution to an individual. The current President 
may not misuse these powers, but there may be other presidents in the future 
who may misuse such powers. For instance, the President should not be given the 
powers to sack a state governor who was not appointed by him/her but elected 
by the people of the state. The state constitution provides that a state governor 
could be impeached by the state assembly.
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Furthermore, the President should not be consulted on who should serve as a 
state minister, since this is the job of the state governor, after being vetted by the 
state assembly or a relevant committee of the state assembly. This should equally 
apply even to national ministers who should be vetted by a specialized commit-
tee of the SSLA before the President appoints them as happens in other democ-
racies to ensure that cronies of the President cannot automatically be smuggled 
by him/her into the Cabinet.

4/17 Amendment of this Constitution (PART FIFTEEN, page 85)

In reference to the provisions on Amendment of the Transitional Constitution of 
ROSS, 2011 after  it  has  entered  into  force,  we  strongly  urge  that  Article  197,  
should  be  amended  (as underlined),  subject  to  a  decision  to  include  a  Coun-
cil  of  States  or  otherwise,  as  part  of Legislature during the Transitional Period, 
stating for the time being that:

197   This Constitution shall not be amended unless the proposed amendment is 
approved by two-thirds of all  members  of  the  South  Sudan  Legislative  Assem-
bly  and  only  after  introduction  of  the  draft amendment at least one month 
prior to the deliberations.

Signed: ....................................................            Date: ---------6th May 2011----------------

 

John Dorteo Omunu

Secretary, ESCA-USA, Equatoria Sudanese Community Association of United 
States of America Cc: Jane Abucha, President of ESCA-US
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Appendix 6

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

July 3, 2014

CONTACT: Benjamin Okuka 

E-MAIL: bokuka@esscausa.org 

PHONE: 315-333-0885 

  

ESSCA-USA STATEMENT ON RUMOR ON ASSINATION ATTEMPT ON GOV. CLEMENT KONGA

YPSILANTI, MI JULY 2, 2014 – There has been wide spread rumor that President Salva Kiir 
and Army Chief of Staff, Gen. Paul Malong attempted to assassinate the governor of Central 
Equatoria, Clement Wani Kanga and further planned to assassinate the governor of Western 
Equatoria, Joseph Bangasi Bakasoro and the governor of Eastern Equatoria Louis Lobong. 

ESSCA-USA has since been in contact with office of the Governor and several other sources who 
have indicated that there was no assassination attempt on the governor’s life.  The office of 
the Governor corroborated the story that the Governor was visiting family in Kampala over the 
weekend and returned to Juba on 1st of July.

While the rumor is false, it plays into the fears ginned up by the current crises.  It is important to 
note that this happening  in a charged political environment and against the backdrop of President 
Kiir criticizing and asking Equatorians to stop calling for Federalism after all three Equatorian 
Governors have endorsed Federalism in recent weeks.  Moreover it has been reported that last 
week the security apparatus issued gag orders to the news media to stop publishing information 
about Federalism. 

We take all such rumors seriously irrespective of their veracity given the current political climate 
in South Sudan. Uncontained or mishandled, such a rumor unfortunately has a real potential 
to aggravate an already precarious state of affairs. Equatorians who have largely called for the 
peaceful resolution of the current conflicts between President Kiir and Former Vice President 
Riek Machar have feared the spread of the conflict into Equatoria.  

South Sudanese people are entitled to discuss and consider Federalism as an alternative form 
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of government.  Equatorians at large have registered their voices and called for Federalism 
during the Equatoria Conference held in 2011.  Equatorians have been consistent in calling 
for Federalism over the years and the recent calls by the Equatorian governors should not be 
misconstrued as a recent endorsement of the SPLM –in-Opposition position. Rather it must be 
viewed and recognized as the consistent demand of Equatorians.

Factoring this unfortunate rumor into the larger political context, we urge the government to 
allay the fears and concerns of South Sudanese and deescalate the tense and charged political 
environment by immediately returning to the negotiating table in Addis Ababa and engaging in 
a genuine effort to reach peace.

## ## ##
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Appendix 7

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

December 15, 2014 

CONTACT: Benjamin Okuka 

E-MAIL: bokuka@esscausa.org

PHONE: 315-333-0885

ESSCA-USA STATEMENT ON THE ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE SOUTH SUDAN CRISIS

December 15, 2014 marks the one year anniversary of the South Sudan Crisis. What initially 
was as a political conflict between President Kiir and former Vice President, Dr. Riek Machar 
turned into an ethnic conflict between the Dinka and the Nuer and over the following months 
morphed into a full scale political and armed struggle between the SPLM in Opposition and the 
Government of South Sudan.

Today we remember all those who have lost their lives that faithful day and throughout the past 
year. We stand and pray for the millions of our fellow citizens who are suffering innocently today 
because of this conflict. The devastating effect this conflict has had on the people of South Sudan 
is staggering and widespread in every aspect of the South Sudanese life. Although there are no 
official death toll numbers, the United Nations and the International Crisis Group estimate the 
death toll to be over 10,000 and 50,000 people respectively.

There are now over two million people displaced because of the conflict with about 1.5 million 
internally displaced and over 600,000 refugees in neighboring countries such as Ethiopia, Kenya, 
and Uganda.

The United Nations estimates that school has been interrupted for over 400,000 children and 
over 12,000 have been recruited as child soldiers on both sides.

Women have once again borne the brunt of another civil war where they have to provide for 
their families. Because of the conflict, women and young girls have been subjected to increased 
levels of sexual abuse, rape, and violence.

South Sudan avoided famine through food aid from the United Nations and many other NGOs, 
however if this conflict persists into 2015, South Sudan is assured to continue to have food crisis.
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From an economic perspective, the South Sudanese economy has sustained a serious blow. 
Oil production is considerably down by 30 percent leading to a cascading negative impact on 
government expenditure and the economy as a whole. The conflict has disrupted foreign

investments, business activity especially in Unity, Upper Nile, and Jongolei states thus further 
weakening the already fragile economy.

How many more lives must be affected or lost before President Kiir and Dr. Machar acknowledge 
the time is NOW to immediately stop this senseless civil war?

The 2014 Fragile State Index ranks South Sudan as the most fragile state ahead of Somalia, 
Central African Republic, Congo, and Sudan. According the 2014 Fragile State Index, South Sudan 
now notoriously lead in almost all the FSI indicators. This is a far cry from the vision we had for 
South Sudanese during independence. This notorious designation is largely the results of this 
conflict which can be squarely laid at the feet of President Kiir and Dr. Machar; both must bare 
full responsibility for this crisis and for the atrocities and suffering that ensued.

The Government and the SPLM-IO through the IGAD mediations have reached and breached 
numerous peace agreements over the past year. This lack of will and inability to end this conflict 
affirms our position that both President Kiir and Dr. Machar have lost the confidence of the South 
Sudanese people to lead the nation because they’ve put their personal and political ambitions 
ahead of that of the South Sudanese people. True patriots and national leaders would have laid 
their arms down and found a way to save the country from this self-inflicted turmoil.

The ongoing negotiations centered on power sharing and the formation of a transitional 
government is a farce and is a disservice to the South Sudanese people. South Sudan is a 
presidential system with the sole executive power entrusted to the President, so the formation 
of the Prime Minister office is unwarranted and unconstitutional. Any such arrangement only 
ensures that the current corrupt political elite class continue to run and ruin South Sudan while 
avoiding to address the underlying issues that led up to this crisis.

We call on both President Kiir and Dr. Machar to step aside and allow the formation of a 
transitional government under the leadership of a neutral and competent leader to pave the way 
for national reconciliation and elections. The transitional constitution clearly calls for election in 
2015 so there should be no delay in holding elections regardless of the political situation. The 
South Sudanese people have a right under the constitution to elect a new leader. President’s 
Kiir’s term is over, he must step aside and allow the South Sudanese people to determine their 
future democratically.

We call on the International Community and the Troika to rededicate themselves to help end 
this conflict by exerting their influence on both the Government of South Sudan and the SPLM-
IO to end the conflict and expedite the formation of natural transitional government that will 
lead the effort of national reconciliation and immediate elections. We call on the international 
community and IGAD to follow through with sanctions and military intervention should both 
sides fail to meet their commitments to recent agreements. The International Community as 
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whole now must push for a neutral and competent transitional government so the work of 
national reconciliation and election can begin.

Finally we call on all South Sudanese in South Sudan and the Diaspora to come together and 
actively demand peace, security, and democracy. We must now call for the immediate resignation 
of President Kiir and the instalment of a neutral and competent transitional government that 
will embark on national reconciliation and pave the way for elections so we the people can 
determine who should lead us. We must not settle for the defunct and inept leadership of Kiir or 
Machar who have thrown South Sudan into the abyss and ruined the country because of their 
political and personal ambitions. We deserve better leadership and an effective government that 
is able to deliver services and meet the aspirations of the South Su
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FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 
August 19, 2015 

CONTACT: Benjamin Okuka 

E-MAIL: bokuka@esscausa.org

PHONE: 734-335-4433 

ESSCA-USA STATEMENT ON THE ARREST OF GOVERNOR BAKOSORO

YPSILANTI, MI – On Sunday, August 16, 2015 President Salva Kiir Mayardit issued a decree 
dismissing Governors of four states. Major General Clement Wani Konga Gwollo of Central 
Equatoria, Colonel Joseph Bangasi Bakosoro of Western Equatoria, Major General Simon Kun 
Puoch of Upper Nile and Nyandeng Malek Deliech of Warrap state and replacing them with 
caretaker governors.

While the reason(s) for these dismissals are unclear, particularly in the case of Gov. Bakosoro, 
it’s highly suspicious given the recent unrest in Mundri, Maridi, and Yambio, Gov. Konga being 
an outspoken critic, and the proximity of the dismissals to the peace deal unfolding in Addis 
Ababa. Although the constitution grants the president powers to dismiss governors on grounds 
of national security, it appears these dismissals are purely politically driven by President Kiir and 
his government’s desire to consolidate power.

Furthermore it is unclear why Governor Bakosoro was detained and arrested in Juba, unlike 
the other governors. Until proven otherwise, we have been receiving reports that Governor 
Bakosoro is being subjected to possible torture and humiliation. Hence, ESSCA-USA condemns in 
the strongest terms possible the arrest of Governor Bakosoro and calls for his immediate release. 
We call on President Kiir and Chief of Staff of the SPLA General Paul Malong Awan to ensure 
the safety and wellbeing of the governor. Until Governor Bakosoro is released, the government 
must announce on what charges the Governor is being held under and his whereabouts must 
be disclosed.

The dismissal and further arrest of Governor Bakosoro unnecessarily stirs up anger and 
frustration among the Equatorian population who hold Governor Bakosoro in high regard. This 
is a provocation to Equatorians and is further indication that President Kiir continues to espouse 
an authoritarian form of government to intimidate and temp down any critics of the president 
and this government.

###
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PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE

CONTACT: Benjamin Okuka E-MAIL: ben_okuka@yahoo.com

PHONE: 315-333-0885

ESCA –USA STATEMENT ON KILLING OF EQUATORIAN IN KEMIRU

South Sudan and Greater Equatoria in particular has been marred by insecurities since the 
independence of our new nation. Many innocent lives have been lost; properties have been 
illegally seized and occupied, and Greater Equatoria continues to face injustices and insecurities.

We can cite several of these incidents. Western Equatoria State continues to struggle with 
the atrocities committed by the Lord Resistant Army (LRA). Eastern Equatoria State recently 
witnessed violent confrontations between the Ma’adi and Acholi communities, which had been 
living in harmony for generations. Similarly, Central Equatoria State has witnessed multiple issues 
of insecurities such as previous Bari and Mundari conflict; and the recent land dispute of March 
5, 2012 in Kemiru area of Juba County, where innocent citizens including women and children 
were killed.

The continuous inter-ethnic conflicts in several areas in the newly independent African nation, 
which has resulted in the loss of innocent lives, are unacceptable. Furthermore, the continuation 
of such conflicts tarnishes the image of the new nation and its people, who have struggled 
for more than fifty years to gain their independence. Therefore, regardless of whether the 
culprits are our brothers from Greater Bahr El Ghazal, Greater Equatoria, or Greater Upper 
Nile, the Equatoria Sudanese Community Association-USA (ESCA-USA) leadership condemns in 
the strongest possible terms the atrocities and insecurities resulting from such conflicts and 
misunderstandings; and more so, the recent events in Kemiru village of Juba County.

Although, the authorities at the national and state levels are working hard to minimize and 
eliminate insecurity in our beloved nascent nation, we still believe more can be done to ensure 
the safty the citizens of South Sudan and their properties. We urge our leaders at the national 
and state levels to move swiftly to bring these culprits to justice.

Although our leaders at the national and state levels have our utmost support, we still hold them 
accountable for any shortcomings, especially loss of innocent lives particularly of women and 
children, as well as forceful seizure of properties. Hence, ESCA-USA leadership stands ready to 
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help in any way possible; however, will not accept anything less than safe, secure, and free South 
Sudan.

Our heartfelt condolence to victim’s families, and our thoughts and prayers are with them during 
this tragic time. May the lord rest their souls in eternal peace.

God bless you

God bless Republic of South Sudan

Kwaje Lasu, RCP, MPH

President

ESCA-USA

###

Appendix 9



250 ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present

PRESS RELEASE 

September 2, 2013 

CONTACT: Kwaje Lasu 

lo-lako@msn.com

EQUATORIAN SOUTH SUDANESE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION IN THE UNITED STATES CALL FOR 
THE UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE OF PETER ABDELRAHAM SULE

Lansing, MI -The Equatorian community gathered at the 13th Annual Conference organized by 
the Equatorian South Sudanese Community Association in the state of Michigan on August 31 
to September 1, 2013 commend H.E. President Salva Kiir for the recent cabinet reshuffle and 
the subsequent formation of a lean government in South Sudan. Forming a lean and effective 
government is what the people of South Sudan have been expecting since the signing of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) that brought peace to our country. The people of South 
Sudan expect the new cabinet to institute change and ensure proper delivery of basic services.

We are aware of the scores of challenges facing the government in Juba. We urge the Parliament 
to enact laws that will change the living conditions of the people of South Sudan who have not 
seen good roads, schools, hospital, institutions of learning and the list is endless. Laws enacted 
by the parliament are hollow if the executive branch of the government cannot execute those 
laws. Hence, we ask that all enacted laws be implemented.

While the recent vetting and rejection of some presidential appointees by the parliament is 
commendable. We implore the Presidency and Parliament to address the deteriorating security 
situation that is affecting the people of Jonglei state and some residents of Juba town. Insecurity 
is a daunting task that needs the immediate attention of the national and state government. The 
people of South Sudan did not vote for separation in the 2011 referendum to live in a country 
where insecurity is the order of the day.

We also would like to commend President Salva Kiir for the recent appointment of Honorable 
James Wani Igga as the vice president of the Republic of South Sudan. This appointment 
demonstrates President Kiir’s confidence and belief that

there are capable leaders from Equatoria who can handle the affairs of our country.
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Our country in its infancy has faced and continues to deal with internal rebellions. We, the 
South Sudanese people suffered greatly for more than two decades; hence we would love to 
see our country flourish in peace. Therefore, we want to commend President Salva Kiir for 
offering amnesty to those various rebel groups in Upper Nile and Jonglei state. However, we, the 
Equatorians in the Diaspora are very concern with the fate of Peter Abdelrahman Sule who has 
been in detention for quite a long time.

In the same spirit of amnesty offered to rebel leaders like David Yau Yau, and other previous ones 
like Peter Gadet, James Olony, Bapiny Montuil, we request

H.E. President Kiir to extend the same amnesty to Peter Abdelraham Sule who has been in 
detention. The continuous detention of Mr. Sule does not reflect a true spirit of reconciliation. 
Therefore, we Equatorians in the Diaspora call for the unconditional release of Peter Abdelraham 
Sule as part of the presidential amnesty. The people of South Sudan will trust the government 
and its leadership if justice is applied equally to all the sons and daughters of South Sudan.

###
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Appendix 11

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

November 11, 2014 

CONTACT: Benjamin Okuka 

E-MAIL: bokuka@esscausa.org

PHONE: 315-333-0885

ESSCA-USA STATEMENT ON THE MURDER OF MADAM OBA CICILIA TITO

YPSILANTI, MI – It is absolutely tragic to learn of the brutal murder the former mayor of Yei 
Madam Oba Cecilia Tito and her Office Manager Office Manager Emmanuel Lemi. Our thoughts 
and prayers go to the families of Madam Tito and Mr. Lemi. We acknowledge and are grateful for 
their public services to the people of Yei and Central Equatoria.

The shocking and barbaric way in which they were murdered, dismembered, and disposed is 
unthinkable. It can only be interpreted as clear message by the murders to intimidate and strike 
fear in the public. We denounce this barbaric act in the strongest terms possible.

We don’t conclusively know the precipitating events that led to the tragic end of Madman 
Tito’s life, however it’s disturbing that this could be related to land disputes with a high ranking 
government official as reported by the news media.

This incident adds to the recent string of brazen attracts and murders in Juba alarming the nation. 
We call on the authorities to thoroughly investigate this case and bring the killers to justices. This 
type of criminality and lawlessness must be brought to an end to ensure the security of people 
and their properties in Juba and across the country.

# # #
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Appendix 12

FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE 

June 7, 2015 

CONTACT: Benjamin Okuka 

E-MAIL: info@esscausa.org

ESSCA-USA STATEMENT ON PASSING OF DR. WANI TOMBE

YPSILANTI, MI – On behalf of ESSCA-USA we mourn the untimely passing of our brother Dr. Wani 
Tombe in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

South Sudan has lost a great academician and politician who played a significant role in our 
country’s political and academic arenas. Of recent, as Chairman of Greater Equatoria Council of 
Rights (GRECOR), Dr. Wani Tombe offered an alternative vision and approach to resolving the 
ongoing Crisis in South Sudan.

Unlike many, Dr. Wani Tombe opted not to stand on the sidelines of history, but instead took the 
initiative to engage, lead and be part of the solution to the complex web of issues that affect 
Equatorians and South Sudanese at large. While all may not have agreed with all of his views, it 
was clear that Dr. Wani Tombe was a patriot who shared our collective desire for a peaceful and 
prosperous South Sudan. Dr. Wani demonstrated a high degree of eloquence and understanding 
of our issues in Sudan and post-independence South Sudan. Surely he’ll be missed.

Our heartfelt condolences goes to the family of Dr. Wani Tombe and the South Sudanese 
community at large. May the Lord Almighty rest his soul, and may He strengthen and give us 
courage to weather this tragic event in our midst.

## ## ##
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September 18, 2010

ESCA-USA Resolutions: For the Action of GOSS President Salva Kiir

Your Excellency,

The Equatorian Sudanese Community Association in USA (ESCA-USA) is grateful to you for your 
dedication and commitment to the liberation struggle and for the reassuring leadership you have 
given the people of Southern Sudan, particularly during the transitional interim period. Since our 
country is entering a crucial period in its history, leading to the Referendum, the challenges ahead 
call for decisive action and unity of purpose of all Southern Sudanese.
In line with this approach, ESCA-USA held its historic 10th Annual Conference at the heart of 
the nation’s Capital, Washington, D.C., USA—from September 4th to 5th, 2010—to re-affirm 
its total commitment and support to the people of Southern Sudan as they prepare to exercise 
their inalienable right to self-determination as clearly stated in the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA). The theme of this year’s conference is an affirmation of ESCA-USA’s core 
belief: The Southern Sudan Referendum-2011: Rights for Secession, Enduring Peace, Security and 
Development.
The well attended ESCA-USA 10th Annual Conference discussions on issues were extensively 
deliberated, resulting in strong resolutions and recommendations for action. ESCA-USA 
leadership feels honored to present these recommendations to your Excellency in Washington, 
D.C. on your historic visit to the USA, for your urgent attention and action. ESCA-USA hopes 
the recommendations will help highlight the major issues to be addressed and resolved. We also 
hope the opportunity of presenting the recommendations to Your Excellency will foster future 
collaboration between ESCA and the SPLM leadership.
ESCA-USA looks forward to a brief fruitful discussion with Your Excellency when we present the 
enclosed ESCA Conference recommendations to you.

Yours Sincerely,

Seme Enoka, Chairman Board of Directors, ESCA-USA
Salt Lake City, Utah
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The Conference Resolutions and Recommendations for Action

The South Sudan Referendum

1. All governments of the world that are signatory to the United Nations’ Charter 
should recognize the right of South Sudan to secede and equally be ready to 
respect the decision of the majority of the people of South Sudan should they vote 
“Yes” for separation in the forthcoming Referendum.

2. The Greater Equatoria leadership is encouraged to lead from the front in mobilizing 
the entire region to vote “Yes” for separation in order to attain the long awaited 
and much desired new, sovereign, independent, stable, united and prosperous 
nation of South Sudan

3. There is urgent need for public debate and raising awareness on the most crucial 
Referendum scheduled for 9 January 2011. Hence, it is imperative that the Southern 
Sudan Legislative Assembly (SSLA) adopts the pending media bill to guarantee 
freedom of expression; greater freedom for the press and media; and the right to 
access information.

4. All Sudanese parties, most specifically the Sudan ruling National Congress Party 
(NCP) and its senior partner, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) 
Party, should abide by the CPA provisions, respect the will of the Southern 
Sudanese people and conduct the 2011 Referendum as scheduled.

5. The conferees appeal to the Government of Southern Sudan (GoSS) to garner and 
mobilize the support of all political, civic, religious and business leaders, including 
the larger Diaspora community, as well as that of South Sudan’s friends around 
the world, to realize their long walk to free and independent South Sudan.

6. Participants called upon the Referendum Commission and GoSS to directly fund 
the referendum exercise in the USA and elsewhere around the globe where Southern 
Sudanese Diasporas are allowed to vote in the scheduled 2011-Referendum.

7. Participants, especially in the U.S. strongly rejected the 20,000 population minimum 
requirement per each location in the eight countries namely (USA, Canada, 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, UK, Egypt, & Australia). This notion disfranchises 
legible voters in sparsely populated areas. At least, at the bear minimum, ESCA-
USA suggests that the nearest voting center for any legible voter must be at the 
capital of the state or district as in the case in the Northern Sudanese states.

8. Participants underlined the issue of a single recognized voter ID issued by GOSS 
Missions for the purpose of registration and voting in the 2011 Referendum 
outside the Sudan.

Appendix 13



256 ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present

9. Participant agreed that the forthcoming referendum exercise in the U.S. and other 
countries abroad where Southern Sudanese Diaspora are allowed to register 
and vote should be coordinated by the respective GOSS Missions rather than 
the embassies of the Sudan. In addition, in an event of the NCP sabotage of the 
scheduled 2011 Referendum, participants called on the Southern Sudan Legislative 
Assembly to make a unilateral declaration of independence (UDI) of Southern 
Sudan.

Organization and Networking for Skills Transfer and Absorption:

1. The ESCA-USA Executive should work together with the Southern Sudanese 
Diaspora organizations, the U.S. State Department and other interested U.S. Non-
Governmental Organizations to support rebuilding of South Sudan through the 
emerging Diaspora Skills Transfer Initiatives.

2. The Government of South Sudan is encouraged to absorb and utilize the various 
capacities of Southern Sudanese professionals, especially those with distinct 
technical talents and expertise, in order to contribute effectively in the much-
desired national building process in the post- Referendum period.

3. Participants called upon the GoSS to provide and guarantee protection, 
humanitarian assistance and financial support for Southern Sudanese IDPs 
especially from the north and refugees from the neighboring countries to facilitate 
their timely return to their homes before and after the Referendum-2011

Economic Development and Equal Opportunity

1. In order to guarantee that development reaches all people, the Government of 
South Sudan should create an enabling environment for private sector investment 
through adequate regulatory reform that foremost favors the people of South 
Sudan.

2. The Government of South Sudan is strongly urged to cultivate a culture of 
meritocracy and impartiality as a principle to rewarding people based on their hard 
work, which is consistent with the vision of the ruling Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement’s objectives for fighting and resisting their arch-enemy, the Jallaba’s, 
injustices and misrule in Sudan that lasted over five decades. It is important to 
ensure that all the qualified persons from the Greater Equatoria are accorded 
equal government appointments and business opportunities. The Government is 
therefore, urged to desist from making top government appointments and positions 
based on ethnicity, gender, political party affiliation or political expediency.

3. Participants called on the urgent need for Southern Sudan Legislative Assembly 
(SSLA) to table and pass appropriate legislations that regulate the hiring procedures 
for Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) working in South Sudan to ensure 
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that qualified people of the South Sudan are given a high priority in terms of 
employment opportunities and privileges with the private sectors including 
NGOs.

Responding to LRA Threats in the Greater Equatoria Region:

1. The devastating realities of atrocities caused by the outlawed, notorious, and 
terrorist Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) and the menace of the armed Ambororo 
nomadic group is an appalling situation in Western Equatoria, greater Equatoria 
and South Sudan at large. As such, ESCA urge the Government to take protection 
of civilians as a matter of utmost priority by what is necessary to root out these 
armed groups from Western Equatoria State (WES) in particular, Greater Equatoria 
and South Sudan at large. These armed incursions perpetuated by the LRA 
and the Ambororo in Western Equatoria State (WES) and elsewhere in Greater 
Equatoria are well publicized and documented by local and international media 
news outlets. The unnecessary death of every innocent man, woman, and child 
in WES and Southern Sudan as a whole, is painfully and condemned with every 
feeling of contempt it deserved.

2. In reiteration of support to the commitment of the current Government of South 
Sudan’s leadership of President Salva Kiir Mayardit, to eradicate the LRA from 
WES and Southern Sudan, through military offensives, the people urge the 
President to increase the momentum and give the threat his urgent attention.

3. In conjunction with recommendations, 1 & 2 above, there is great need for the 
Government of South Sudan to address the LRA’s terrorism and other national 
insecurity threats in the light of the International Human Rights Law and other 
relevant statutes. Thus, ESCA urge the Government of South Sudan to use its 
army, the SPLA, in exercise of its full authority over its own territory to secure 
its civil population, who should deservedly reap the benefits and dividends of 
stability and peace.

4. To make this happen, Government of South Sudan should raise the morale of the 
army and train a special counter-insurgency force equipped and mobilized to deal 
with the situation.

5. Noting that the period of the remaining few months of the preceding upcoming 
2011 Referendum is crucial, and should go undeterred by any form of insecurity 
threats, the people strongly urge the Government of Southern Sudan to exercise 
the rule of law to protect all citizens and voters from any acts of intimidation. The 
government must keep the LRA and the Ambororo at bay at all costs.
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Appendix 16

ESSCA, on behalf of the Equatorian diaspora, applauds your joint effort as Equatorian political 
leaders to hold a conference and articulate your position on the ongoing political crisis and 
violence unfolding tragically in South Sudan.

We in the diaspora like all South Sudanese are deeply disturbed and sadden by this conflict. We 
regret the loss of lives and offer our sympathies to the families of those who lost their lives in 
the conflict. To voice our position on this conflict as members of the Equatorian diaspora, we 
will also be holding a conference on January 11 – 12. Following the conference, we will issue a 
robust and detailed position paper next week. This memorandum is intended to inform you of 
the general mindset of the diaspora. We trust they align with your thoughts and the thoughts 
of Equatorians back home. We strongly urge you to factor it into the communique you will issue 
coming out of your conference.

With regard to the ongoing conflict, below is a list of strong recommendations we urge you to all 
impress on President Salva Kirr and the government as well as to Riak Machar.

• In the strongest terms possible we condemn this unwarranted and senseless conflict and 
call for the immediate session of hostilities.

• We condemn the senseless targeted killing of innocent civilians in Juba, Jongolie and 
Unity States. We also request that the national government show restraint in the use 
of national army against its citizen. In a similar vein We Appeal to Riak Machar to show 
restraint, protect civilians, and refrain from further violence.

Memorandum
To:  Governor Clement Kong’a, Central Equatoria, South Sudan 
 Governor Louis Lobong, Eastern Equatoria, South Sudan 
 Governor Joseph Bakasoro, Western Equatoria, South Sudan
From:  Equatorian South Sudanese Community Association 
Date:  January 10, 2013
Re:  Ongoing Crises in South Sudan
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• Furthermore we condemn the use of violence to achieve political objectives and ascend 
to power.

• We call on the redoubling of efforts to resolve the conflict through dialogue and political 
negotiations.

• To expedite and foster the IGAD peace talks we call for the immediate release of all 
political detainees.

• We call for the immediate withdrawal of Ugandan and all foreign troops from South 
Sudan. We instead appeal for the deployment of an international force in Juba and other 
heavily populated cities of South Sudan to protect civilians in case of upsurge of violence. 
This conflict must be resolved peacefully not through military force.

• As a constitutional duty, we call on the government of South Sudan to protect civilians 
and ensure safe corridors for availing of humanitarian aid to all affected by the current 
conflict.

• We call for a Truth, Forgiveness, and Reconciliation commission, modeled after South 
Africa’s, to be formed immediately when this conflict ends.

• We ask for an immediate, transparent and fair investigation into this conflict. Those who 
instigated and plunged our country in civil war should be held accountable and brought 
to justice under the full extent of the law.

From an Equatorian perspective we recommend the following to all three Equatorian governors, 
member of both the National and State Assemblies, and SPLA commanders.

• We urge you to unequivocally speak openly on behalf of Equatorians. Equatorian 
positions and interests must be factored into the IGAD peace talks. We strongly believe 
that Equatorians have to play a big and constructive role in bringing this crisis to an end.

• We implore you as Equatorian governors not to participate, recruit and mobilize 
Equatorians or take side in the current “ethnic war” and strongly condemn Vice President 
Wani Igga’s attempt to rally Equatorians on the side of President Kiir as he did recently in 
Eastern Equatoria.

• If the war continuous let it be known that Equatorians reject and will not allow their sons 
to be used to fight in a senseless civil war.

• Furthermore, as our governors you must put the government on notice that if the 
ownership of militia is not discouraged and a national army is not built, Equatoria should 
be allowed to mobilize its own militia.

• We also urge you to revisit the resolutions of Equatoria Conference 2011 which was 
lengthy, far, and wide in scope. The issues highlighted in the resolutions are partly the 
root cause to this conflict. We deem these issues to be of utmost importance in laying the 
groundwork for peace, justice, development, and prosperity.
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Once again, we wish you a successful conference that will yield concrete plans and action that 
will positively effect change in the lives of Equatorian people. May the Lord Almighty guide you 
all as you serve the people of Greater Equatoria.

Sincerely,

 

  

Kwaje Lasu      Benjamin Okuka

President      Secretary General

ESSCA-USA       ESSCA-USA 
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Appendix 17

Feb 8, 2012

Gov. Clement Wani Konga: State of Central Equatoria 

Gov. Louis Lobong Lojore: State of Eastern Equatoria

Gov. Joseph Bangasi Bakasoro: State of Western Equatoria

Re: Equatoria Conference 2013

Your Excellences:

On behalf of ESSCA-USA and the Diaspora community, we would like to convey our greetings and 
hope that this letter finds you well and in good health as you prepare for the upcoming Equatoria 
Conference 2013.

While we have communicated with the Equatoria Conference 2013 Organizing Committee and 
Deputy Governor Manase Lomole, chair of the Organizing Committee, we would like to officially 
inform you that ESSCA-USA will not be attending the conference primarily because of insufficient 
time to plan and to mobilize it’s members as well as the Diaspora at large and secondarily, neither 
the purpose of this conference nor the role of ESSCA-USA and the Diaspora has been clearly 
communicated to us.

While there must be a reason for the adopting this aggressive conference schedule, we urge that 
future conferences of such magnitude be planned and well-advertised in advance to ensure that 
people are prepared and are able to participate fully.

The Diaspora at large has raised concern about the aggressive schedule and will not attend 
the conference. This is an indication of how important advance planning is needed not only in 
organizing such a conference, but in the overall running of the country. We candidly note this 
because we would like your esteemed offices to be successful in all your initiatives to better the 
lives of our fellow Equatorians. As an Equatorian civil service organization concerned about the 
future of Equatorians and South Sudanese in general, it is our role and responsibility to identify 
areas and issues of concern, and challenge our leadership and institutions to improve upon and 
grow.

Although ESSCA-USA will not be attending this conference, we hope and pray that you’ll have 



269ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present

successful conference. We also would like the following issues that are of grave concern to us 
as an organization as well as the Diaspora at large to be deliberated and addressed by your 
esteemed offices and the conference participants.

1. Establishment of the Diaspora Secretariat which was agreed on in the 2011 Equatoria 
conference in Juba.

2. Improving and investing in the education of Equatorian Children and Youth.

3. Developing and enacting a strategy for a strong diversified economy that will absorb Equatorian 
labor force, and lift the population out of poverty.

You have often said that the Diaspora has a crucial role to play in the rebuilding efforts of our 
country. We hear this message from all levels of the South Sudan government, yet we don’t see a 
strong initiative to involve the Diaspora in the development of South Sudan. Individuals from the 
Diaspora may repatriate to South Sudan and civil service organizations like ESSCA-USA bear the 
civic responsibility to develop our country, but a concerted effort and concrete action on your 
part to strategically entice the Diaspora back to South Sudan will be the catalyst for the growth 
and development of Equatoria and South Sudan at large.

The skills and knowledge the Diaspora has acquired is of little value if they are not utilized in 
South Sudan. We strongly urge you to engage the Diaspora in a meaningful way and make use of 
what they have to offer. The Diaspora is an untapped resource that you need to take advantage 
of. Establishing a well-functioning Diaspora Secretariat will the best way to tap into this resource 
pool.

We also urge you to revisit the resolutions of Equatoria Conference 2011 which was lengthy, 
far, and wide in scope. Realistically we do not anticipate that you will be able to address all 
the issues innumerate in the resolutions in the near future. Nonetheless, we believe you can 
lay the ground work and strategy to enact those resolutions which clearly spell the will of the 
Equatorian people. We deem these issues to be of utmost importance in laying the groundwork 
for enacting development projects that will improving the lives of our fellow Equatorians.

Once again, we wish you a successful conference that will yield concrete action plans that will 
positively effect change in the lives of Equatorian people.

May the Lord Almighty guide you all as you serve the people of Greater Equatoria. 

Sincerely,

Kwaje Lasu      Benjamin Okuka

President      Secretary General

ESSCA-USA       ESSCA-USA 

Appendix 17



270 ESSCA-USA From Cradle to Present

Appendix 18

Press Release

From: Equatorian Leaders in the Diaspora

17 October 2016

Equatorian Leaders in diaspora condemn killings of civilians in South Sudan

The Equatorian Leaders in diaspora are concern about current military developments in South 
Sudan based on the strategy being pursued by the government forces. The recent killing of 
civilians on Juba -Yei road, and Juba - Nimule road is a tragedy. We condemn this incident and all 
the incidents that have taken place in our country where civilians were targeted.

There had been other incidents of killings of civilians that have been taking place in Juba and 
elsewhere in Equatoria in the hands of “unknown gunmen”, including those that occurred since 
2013. Journalists have been threatened and killed in Juba and other areas. We are surprised 
that President Kiir has not shown any concern nor ordered investigations on these killings until 
now because the victims were Equatorians and other non-Dinka. This demonstrates that the 
President is partial and only cares about the lives of Dinka people.

We would have expected investigations into some of these killings if the government is for entire 
South Sudanese. Therefore, President Kiir is not fit to govern our country because he failed in his 
duty to protect all South Sudanese without discrimination.

We are very disappointed by the statement of Mr Michael Makue, Minister of Information who 
threatened communities in Equatoria with targeted ethnic killings using government army, 
without full knowledge of who the perpetrators are. We condemn the government use and 
continuous deployment of mercenaries to fight the people of South Sudan especially now in 
Equatoria regions. These mercenaries destroy properties and continuously killing Equatorians 
since 2013.

The solution to ending this misery facing the country is to ensure justice and fairness is accorded 
to all South Sudanese and all treated equally. As long as injustice of promoting kleptocracy and 
ethnic superiority is the hidden agenda, as per Dinka Plan been masterminded by Jieng Council 
of Elders and implemented by the government the true peace will remain elusive in South Sudan. 
The rest of peace loving South Sudanese will continue to work harder for justice and fair society 
in South Sudan.
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We reflect on a prominent South Sudanese liberation leader Mr Joseph Lagu on the lessons of 
pursuing justice without hatred, and that it is wrong to target individuals on the basis of their 
ethnicity or appearance. It related to the mutiny of the Southern Equatoria Corps in August 1955:

“…those Southern soldiers who mutinied killed Northerners indiscriminately. Starting with 
their Northern officers who failed to get away, they then broke out of the garrison into the 
rest of the town of Torit. From there, they went on the rampage throughout the province of 
Equatoria and beyond, in the South, killing men, women and children. This was the result of 
accumulated racial hatred that I shared at the time. Later, I realised that the massacre of 
Northern civilians, simply because of their difference in colour of skin and appearance, was 
wrong. For that we in South Sudan were also guilty of racism….That is a temptation that often 
affects us all. It is the evil from which we need to be delivered and protected, as we remember 
the concluding portion of our Lord’s prayer: ‘And deliver us from evil.’ ...

Of course, I still maintain that any people deprived of their rights have a cause to struggle for 
justice. I stand for ‘The struggle for justice without hatred’ because hatred does not make one 
think soberly. It derails one from the real track, poisons one’s blood and harms oneself far 
more than the people hated. (Joseph Lagu, 1994)”.1

THE EQUATORIAN LEADERS IN THE DIASPORA:

1. Mr. Federico Vuni, Equatorian Community Leader in the UK

2. Mr. Kwaje Lasu, Equatorian Community Leader in the USA

3. Mr. Joseph Modi, Equatorian Community Leader in Canada

4. Mr William Orule, Equatorian Community Leader in Australia

For correspondence: Mr. Federico Awi Vuni; livi.hope@yahoo.co.uk

1 Lagu J (1994): The struggle for justice without hatred. Speech delivered by General Joseph Lagu, 
22 May 1994, in Yaounde, Cameroon to the conference ‘For a New Africa’, convened by Moral 
Re- Armament (Initiatives of Change).
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Sudanese Women’s Conference in Iowa

A Brief Narrative Report

April 20-21, 2012

By, Dr. Jane Kani Edward

Fordham University

On April 20-21, 2012, Sudanese women converged in West Des Miones, Iowa to tackle some 
of the critical challenges facing Sudanese women and their families in the United States. 
The “Sudanese Women’s Conference in Iowa” was a gathering that brought together 
over 50 Sudanese women, their American friends and a few Sudanese men. Although 
the majority of participants were from Iowa, other attendees and panelists came from 
states such as Nebraska, Utah, New Jersey, and Washington D.C. The conference, hosted 
by Equatoria Sudanese Community Association in Iowa (ESCA-IA), was organized by 
women of the Executive Committee of ESCA-IA and other women representing various 
communities of South Sudan and Sudan; assisted by the Soroptimist of Des Moines, 
a volunteer service organization for women. The theme of the conference “Education, 
Economic Independence and Women’s Empowerment” emphasized the importance of 
education as key to women’s success and wellbeing of their families in the United States. 
Fifteen Panelists and presenters discussed some of the social, economic, and cultural 
challenges encountered by Sudanese communities in the US and explored strategies and 
options for women’s empowerment.

Topics discussed included: the importance of women’s education, financial management, 
coping with domestic violence and alcoholism, grieving: an individual journey, parenting 
issues: challenges of disciplining children and coping with teenagers, and human 
trafficking.

The speaker on ‘human trafficking’ discussed the dangers and prevalence of human 
trafficking in the United State and globally. An adoptive mother of a trafficked girl, the 
speaker offered advice to parents, to take note of the people with whom their children 
socialize with. She explained how human traffickers persuade children particularly 
girls to follow them. According to her traffickers usually offer their would-be-victims 
attractive jobs which, are not clearly defined. Jobs such as modeling, housekeeping, dog-
walking, food industry job, etc. are examples of some of the jobs traffickers offer. She 
noted that a human trafficker can be a stranger, immediate family member, or people one 
knows. Since human traffickers tend to target abandoned or neglected and/or lonely 
children, the speaker encouraged parents to be vigilant; and to talk to their children, 
and listen to their concerns. She went further to note that, parents should value their 
children, and attempt to inculcate in their children a suspicious mind.
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The session on ‘grieving’ discussed the impact of death in the family on young children. 
The speaker identified the causes of grieve which range from death, change [of location 
or situation], and/or a sense of loss. According to her, grieve is normal, and that sadness 
does not lead automatically depression; however, one can lead to the other. In other 
words, if sadness is not dealt with in a timely manner, it will lead to depression.

The speaker on ‘financial management’ discussed some of the strategic ways and options 
women could use to manage their finances and reduce their debt; such as, opening and 
managing a bank account, financial planning and management. She further provided 
contact of some financial institutions that offer help for individuals with financial 
concerns.
The two speakers on ‘coping with domestic violence and alcoholism,’ discussed the 
challenges faced by immigrant women who experience or had experienced domestic 
violence in the US. They identified different forms of violence or abuses such as physical, 
emotional, mental and financial abuse. They noted that both women and men can be 
victims of domestic violence, however, according to them the majority of victims of 
domestic abuse are women. The speakers further argued that, when abuse occurs or 
when separation or divorce happens, women tend to blame themselves – ‘self-blame.’ 
In responding to why some African men become abusive when they come to the US, the 
speakers noted that, lack of extended family support as existed in Africa, patriarchal and 
cultural understanding of the relationship between female and male, as well as pressures 
of life in the US, partly contributed to some men becoming abusive toward their partners. 
The speakers also identified some of the reasons that make some women to continue 
living in abusive relationships. These factors include, but not limited to a woman’s 
financial dependency; fear of losing her children in case of divorce or separation; caring 
about the abuser; her immigration status or papers; being a co-owner of the family home; 
issues of respectability and societal values associated with being a married woman; 
stigmatization of a divorced women within the community; were some of the factors 
identified. To avoid domestic violence, it was suggested that women and men develop 
egalitarian family relationship whereby both can contribute equally to decisions related 
to family matters, such as financial issues and household responsibilities. The speakers 
also provided avenues through which victims of domestic abuse could seek counseling, 
legal aid and other services available to victims of domestic violence.
The panel on “parenting issues: challenges of disciplining children and coping with 
teenagers” addressed some of the critical issues facing Sudanese parents and families in 
the US. This panel was made up of seven women, four Sudanese and three Americans. 
The panelists discussed their personal experiences and broad cultural perspectives, 
and challenges being faced by both sides – Sudanese and U.S. born Americans. Some 
of the topics discussed include: commonalities and differences in the ways in which 
Sudanese and American families rear their children; family dynamic or shift in family 
composition and its impact on children’s upbringing and behavior; social expectation, 
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or what the American society expect from parents when it comes to their children’s lives 
and future; cultural clash between Sudanese and American cultures, and how to balance 
the two; state involvement in children’s up-bringing and disciplining, particularly, the 
role of “Child Protective Services;” dealing with teenagers and their decision to move 
out of parents’ home; the impact of war and trauma on parents’ and children’s lives 
in America; and/or how do parents’ experiences of war and other non-war traumas 
affect their parenting roles and children’s lives; the role and impact of ‘911’ call on the 
relationship between parents and children on one hand, husband and wife on the other; 
what is allowed in America as appropriate form of child’s disciplining, and when does 
disciplining becomes child abuse; issues of teen dating and/or high school prom, and 
how parents should respond to such issues, and where can Sudanese families access 
help needed to deal with parenting issues.
The session on the ‘importance of women’s education’ explored the need and importance 
of women’s education for building prosperous families and communities. The presenter 
focused on

the social and economic benefits of education for women themselves, their families 
and communities at large. The discussion emphasized how education and acquisition 
of knowledge and new skills, contribute to women’s progress and empowerment; and 
how women’s economic empowerment and/or independence affects gender relations 
and family well-being particularly in the context of the United States. ‘Empowerment’ 
being the central term of the conference’s theme, means improving the social, economic, 
political, etc. strength and power of individuals as well as communities. At the core of 
the term empowerment is the idea of ‘power,’ which according to the presenter is two 
fold: the ‘power to having decision-making authority, and to solve problems,’ and the 
‘power within,’ meaning ‘self-confidence,’ ‘self awareness,’ and ‘assertiveness.’

The speaker identified different ways women can be empowered through education. 
According to her, education gives women the ability to understand their rights as 
women, the laws, policies & practices that affect women’s lives; it enhances women’s 
self-confidence and self-esteem; and improves women’s employment opportunities. 
Through education women also gain social status and respect within the family; and 
can participate in decisions-making regarding important household issues, e.g. financial 
matters. Also a mother’s educational background and knowledge of the information 
technology has a positive impact on Children’s health and school performance. The 
speaker concluded by encouraged all parents and guardians to take the education of 
their children, both female and male seriously, so that they will become better citizens. 
Women were also encouraged to draw on their life experiences – both positive and 
negative to be a driving force to push them to pursue knowledge and gain skills for the 
betterment of their lives, their families and communities not only in America, but in the 
homeland as well.
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In conclusion, it is worth acknowledging that, the above narrative report is not 
exhaustive of all aspects discussed. Rather it highlights some of the main topics covered 
during the conference. It can also be noted that the conference was very successful in 
that, it addressed some of the issues and challenges that face, not only the Sudanese 
communities but other African immigrant groups in the United States. Most of the 
issues discussed are often time ignored or not seriously taken into consideration in many 
South Sudanese conferences, discussions, or online forums, particularly in America. The 
conference would not have been successful without the untiring efforts and dedication 
of the organizing women’s committee, the Sudanese community, women participants, 
non-Sudanese women volunteers, the speakers, as well as the leadership of ESCA-IA. It 
is through such collective efforts and dedication to the wellbeing of the community that 
the conference was a success. The success of the conference as well as the active role of 
the ESCA-IA leadership should be an example for other ESCA-USA state offices.
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Appendix 20

January 20, 2015

Equatorian youth in America calls for boycott of the 2015 presidential election

For more than a year now, South Sudan has entered a new era of a renewed violence by 
itself, killing and displacing thousands of innocent civilians.

Right after the attainment of the independence of South Sudan, there was high optimism 
that South Sudan would prosper and bury all its past history of violence and suffering 
once and for all. People were filled with a renewed sense of hope as things were starting 
to slowly fall all together in perfect harmony. There were increased level of economic 
activities, social services and changes in lifestyle of people as citizens began to wash 
away memories of long decades of wars.

However, this brief moment of peace flattered to deceive us as there was serious internal 
crisis within the SPLM hierarchy was brewing. The relative calm and peace brought 
by the CPA and the referendum obscured the party’s internal power struggle and 
the differences that exists among the Dinka and Nuer tribes by making the problems 
obsolete, yet at the back of their minds, the memories of the 1991 massacre remain a 
vivid picture.

The December 15, 2013 crisis began as a political schisms in the SPLM party but made a 
wrong turn when it triggered old and hidden ethnic grudges and rivalries between the 
Dinka and Nuer communities, leading the country into the current upheaval.

While the people of South Sudan initially reveled in being independent from the regime 
in the North they tired of it once the cruel reality of the current conflict sunk in, making 
mockery of the separation and independence that we whole heartedly fought for.

The current government which was voted in 2010 promised to unify the country, be 
democratic, transparent and accountable and a government that was to focus its attention 
on building schools, hospitals, and roads while empowering women and youth—shift 
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its focus to concentrate on continued conflict that resulted in unnecessary destruction 
and killing of innocent civilians.

This conflict has become a matter of power struggle instead of uniting the people of 
South Sudan and uplifting citizens from the potholes of marginalization they suffered 
under the regime in Khartoum into a new dawn of economic prosperity, civil debates 
and dialogues. South Sudanese did not wedge war against Khartoum because

they hated the Arabs but it was because of the Khartoum’s policy of building a monolithic 
society based on Islamic values while purposely ignoring the cultural diversity that we 
live in. This trend must be avoided by all cost should the current regime repeats the 
Khartoum’s policy of disrespecting our diversity as nation.

This year, 2015, the legitimacy of the presidency of the Republic of South Sudan will 
expire. The current government is seeking a new legitimacy from the people of South 
Sudan amidst the current tumultuous crisis.

However, having witnessed the brutal killing of innocent civilians, majority of 
whom were youths and children, by the same government, the Office of Youth at the 
Equatoria South Sudanese Community Association - USA (ESSCA-USA) is calling on 
all Equatorians and South Sudanese youth at large who want to see peace return to the 
country to vehemently boycott the 2015 elections.

According to 2008 census, youth are the largest population in South Sudan. And this 
election will be largely determine by the participation of the youth in the electoral 
process. As future leaders of South Sudan, it’s critical for the youth to rise above this 
crisis and wisely reject the 2015 election that would give the incumbent government 
another 5 more years of legitimacy to dispose millions and extend the current suffering 
of its citizens.

The priority for the youth of South Sudan is to see peace return to the country as soon as 
possible and the formation of interim government which will be tasked to prepare for a 
free and credible election after the interim period expired. It is in the best interest of the 
Republic of the South Sudan that the government postpone the 2015 election and refocus 
most of its energy on the peace negotiation in Addis Ababa.

###

About ESSCA-Youth:
ESSCA-Youth is one of the largest and multi-ethnic association which comprises 
of more than 30 tribes residing in Equatoria region, South Sudan.
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November 10, 2018

To Whom It May Concern

From: Dr. Jane Kani Edward 

President ESSCA-USA

Dear Sir/Madam

I trust this email finds you well. Two reasons prompted me to write to you, first, to 
introduce the Equatorian South Sudanese Community Association (ESSCA-USA); and 
second to explore ways of how to establish the association’s branch in Juba, South Sudan.

The vision of ESSCA-USA is a united, self-supported, and strong South Sudanese 
Equatorian Community in the United States. The mission of the association is to empower 
Equatorian South Sudanese in the United States through community mobilization, 
advocacy, education, and promotion of self-help initiatives and cultural heritage. 
ESSCA-USA has 25 state chapters across the United States. It works with these Chapters 
to promote the objectives of the association and the hope and aspirations of Equatorians 
in the United States. ESSCA-USA is incorporated in the State of Iowa and has a federal 
non-profit, tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) status. Some of its major programs include community 
development, advocacy, and leadership development. ESSCA- USA plans to expand and 
implement the following programs in near future: employment assistance, scholarships, 
financial literacy, entrepreneurship, mentorship and youth development, cultural 
initiatives, health and nutrition, and adult literacy. Over the years, the association have 
engaged on initiatives geared towards building bridges and creating linkages between 
Equatorians in Diaspora and those in the homeland.

Indeed, achieving these programs, and in particular community development, mentorship, 
and youth development, will not be possible without engaging all Equatorians both 
in the Diaspora and those in the homeland. As a result, the current administration of 
ESSCA-USA plans to extend its outreach to South Sudan. In fact, the idea of establishing 
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a branch of the association in Juba, South Sudan is not new. Rather, the first proposal was 
in early 2011 by the association’s administration at the time. The initial idea was to create 
a diaspora office in Juba, South Sudan, with an aim of coordinating with state offices 
and ESSCA-USA diaspora projects. As a result, and given the current developments in 
the country that directly or indirectly affect those in the diaspora, my administration 
is exploring the possibility of reviving the idea of establishing ESSCA-USA branch in 
Juba to fulfil its strategic plan of engaging with Equatorians in the homeland, and find 
pathways of collaborative work.

Therefore, and drawing from the above background, I am reaching out to you to find 
out if you and your good office would be willing to help in facilitating this process. 
In particular, I would like to know the requirements for registering an association, or 
NGO entity in Juba. And, how to find a place to carry out its activities, and to identify 
individuals on the ground who would be interested to volunteer in helping ESSCA-USA 
achieve its goal.

Your positive response and consideration to this matter is highly appreciated. I look 
forward to hearing from your end.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jane Kani Edward 

President

ESSCA-USA 

Email: jedward@esscausa.org 

Website: http://www.esscausa.org
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